
Fall 2016
Marine Biologist in Training
Application – MBIT: Scientist

Thank you for your interest in the Marine Biologist in Training program at the New England Aquarium! 

Marine Biologist in Training (MBIT) courses are challenging opportunities for students in grades 8 – 11 
to learn about marine science through the New England Aquarium. The purpose of the MBIT program 
is to inspire its participants to develop an ethic of ocean stewardship and to help prepare them for 
future opportunities in marine science. During MBIT: Scientist participants will spend six intensive 
days using the New England Aquarium and nearby habitats as living laboratories to conduct research 
projects and explore the research being done by Aquarium scientists.

The program will consist of six classes covering the following topics:

• Asking questions
• Experimental design
• Field research
• Lab research
• Interpreting your results
• Sharing your findings

At the conclusion of the program sessions, each participant will perform a poster presentation on a 
research project conducted during the class. Please be aware that participation in the MBIT program 
does not guarantee other opportunities at the Aquarium, such as a position as an Aquarium volunteer; 
however, superior performance in the class may make such opportunities a greater possibility. 

Please complete and return the application by September 14, 2016. Applicants will be selected and 
notified of application status by email by September 21. Tuition for the MBIT: Scientist program is  
$350 for Aquarium Members ($390 for non-members) and will be required to participate in the 
program. If you are accepted into the program, you will be contacted and we will provide you with a bit 
of paperwork along with instructions on how to make your payment. Limited financial aid is available 
based on need (see page 4 of the application). You must be able to attend all classes in order to 
participate in this program.

For any questions please contact Danny at 617-973-0250 or via email at dbadger@neaq.org.

Sincerely,

Danny Badger
Supervisor, Youth Development Programs
617-973-0250
dbadger@neaq.org

Applications are due September 14, 2016.

11-15

OPTIONS TO SUBMIT: 

MAIL TO:
Camp Programs Office — MBIT
New England Aquarium
Central Wharf
Boston, MA 02110

FAX TO:
617-973-0251
Attn: Camp Programs
Office — MBIT

SCANNED AND EMAILED TO:
harbordiscoveries@neaq.org
Subject line: MBIT Fall 
Application



How did you hear about the 
MBIT program?

Please check all that apply.

q Aquarium Membership communication

q During a visit to the Aquarium

q During a visit to www.neaq.org

q From another website 

     ( ____________________________________ )

q Previously attended MBIT

q Through another Aquarium program 

     ( ____________________________________ )

q Word of mouth 

     (Who? _______________________________    

     If teacher, which school?   

     ____________________________________ )

Have you ever visited the  
Aquarium or participated in 
our programming before?

Please check all that apply.

q Aquarium Birthday Party

q Aquarium Homeschooling programming

q Aquarium membership

q Aquarium volunteer

q Career Pathways

q Aquarium Lecture Series

q Harbor Discoveries Camps

q live blue™ Ambassadors

q MBIT or WOW program

q School field trip

q Ocean Detectives

q Overnight with family/Scouts/school

q Visited the Aquarium

q New England Aquarium Whale Watch

q Other ____________________________ 

Does your household currently have 
an Aquarium Membership?

q Yes, we are current members.

q No, we are not current members.
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Applicant Information

Name:  
         First Last 

Gender (check one):    q Female    q Male 

Date of birth: ______________________________________________________ 

School name: _____________________________________________________ 

Current grade: ________________________________________________________

Ethnicity (optional):

q American Indian or Alaskan Native

q Asian

q Black or African-American

q Hawaiian or Pacific Islander

q Hispanic or Latino

q White

q Other: 

Contact Information 

Address:  
 Number and Street  Apt. #                        

 City State Zip code 

Parent/Guardian Information

Parent/Guardian 1 name 

Parent/Guardian 2 name 

Phone and Email
Please provide at least one phone number and one email, then  
check the box next to the method you would prefer for us to use 
when contacting you. But please note that the majority of our 
communication with you will be via email.

q Applicant’s email address: ___________________________________

q Parent/Guardian’s email address: _____________________________

q Home phone number: ________________________________________

q Applicant’s mobile phone number: _____________________________

q Parent/Guardian’s mobile phone number: ______________________

2016 MBIT Application Page 1



Essay Question

Please answer the following assignment in your own words and style. You may use outside sources 
for information regarding specific organisms, but be creative. Do not just copy your sources word for 
word! You must cite your sources.

Describe what the label “scientist” means to you. Then share an example of someone you 
know, or have heard of, who has used science to benefit society and the environment.  
This could be on a large scale, or even on a small, neighborhood scale.
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Program Expectations 

To be signed by participant and parent:

By signing this form, I acknowledge that I

• am interested in actively participating in every class.

• will complete all homework assignments.

• am excited about learning and want to contribute toward a group learning process.

• am motivated and will work independently when asked.

• am committed to attending all classes (Sundays, October 9, 16, 23, 30, November 6, 13).
Your consistent attendance and participation is imperative to your success!

• am aware that if I get accepted to the program, there are many other teens who applied by did not
get into MBIT—all of whom are very deserving and passionate. I therefore will have an enhanced
responsibility to perform to my very best once in the program.

• will respond in a timely manner to all program communications, including post-program evaluations.

• Have you read this far? Great! Please put your initials here: _____

The New England Aquarium is a community of many people, and high standards of behavior are 
expected of all. Participating in our Marine Biologist in Training (MBIT) program includes you in 
that community, and you are expected to comply with these standards. MBIT participation is a 
privilege that we hope you enjoy. To ensure that all participants experience a positive and welcoming 
environment, the New England Aquarium reserves the right to send home any participant who 
consistently exhibits misbehavior, who willfully disobeys program rules or whose behavior toward 
others is unacceptable. Similarly, should electronic devices should prove to be a distraction for 
students, we reserve the option to confiscate devices and hold them in a secure location until the 
conclusion of the day’s class. By signing this, you and your parents agree and understand that 
misbehavior and willfully disobeying the rules is unacceptable. Please note: Tuition will not be refunded 
if a participant is asked to leave the program due to a violation of our conduct policy.
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Parent/Guardian Signature Date

Applicant Signature Date
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Optional Financial Aid

Our goal is to make the Marine Biologist in Training program, and the Aquarium as a whole, as 
accessible as possible. Through the generous support of Aquarium members and sponsors, we 
are able to admit a limited number of participants in each MBIT program on scholarship. These 
scholarships are awarded based on financial need, as well as the applicants level of interest and merit 
conveyed through this application. Applying for Financial Aid for MBIT will not impact the likelihood of 
your acceptance into the program.

Recipients of a scholarship are required to pay a copay for the program’s tuition, dependent on your 
household’s Gross Adjusted Income (typically line 37 from IRS form 1040, or equivalent), according to 
the following schedule:

Full Tuition Rate: $390

           Tier 1           Tier 2 

Annual Household
Gross Adjusted

Income 

 
< $40,000

 
$40,000 – $80,000

 
> $80,000

 
Copay

 
$75

 
$150

 
Not eligible for 

financial aid

To apply for a scholarship, please follow these steps:

• Refer to the table above to verify that you are eligible for a scholarship.

• Provide proof of income. Along with your entire completed application, send in a copy of the first  
two pages (Form 1040 or equivalent only) of the most recently submitted tax return (it’s OK to black 
out social security number) showing your household’s Adjusted Gross Income.

• Check here:

  q Yes, I would like to apply for a scholarship. I have included the Proof of Income with my application.
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Application Checklist

Please do not send your application until you have each of the sections completed so they can be mailed 
together in one packet/envelope/email/fax.

You will be notified within two weeks from when we receive your application. If you feel that we should 
have received your application but you have not received confirmation, please contact dbadger@neaq.org.

Application Checklist:

q Application information page (page 1)

q Essay question (page 2)

q Program expectations (page 3)

q OPTIONAL: Financial aid form (page 4)

q OPTIONAL: Copy of tax return (if applying for a scholarship)

q Please return completed applications before September 14, 2016, to: 

MAIL TO:
Camp Programs Office — MBIT
New England Aquarium
Central Wharf
Boston, MA 02110

FAX TO:
617-973-0251
Attn: Camp Programs  
Office — MBIT

SCANNED AND EMAILED TO:
harbordiscoveries@neaq.org
Subject line: MBIT Spring 
Application
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