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Searching for the giant Pacific octopus
Meet the VP of Planning, Programs and Exhibits
At the Turtle Hospital
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From the President
We enjoyed a very successful summer here
on Central Wharf, and I was delighted
with the positive reception our Turtle
Rescue Team program received. The
Turtle Hospital experience has provided
thousands of visitors with a chance to
learn about the important work that our
Marine Animal Rescue Team is doing to
save critically endangered sea turtles, and
to interact with exhibits that simulate how
we diagnosis and care for these turtles.
It was gratifying to see how engaged
children (and adults) were with the
exhibits and with our exceptional visitor
education staff. In this issue, you can read
about our Vice President of Planning,
Programs and Exhibits, Billy Spitzer, who
is instrumental in taking all of our exhibits from inception to completion (page 2).
You can also get to know a few of the volunteers who are taking a leadership role in
our live blue™ Service Initiative (page 4).
This fall we welcome scientists, photographers, writers and other ocean advocates
to another season of our Lecture Series.
These lectures have grown in popularity
so much over the past several years that
we have moved them from our Learning
Lab classroom to the Simons IMAX
Theatre. (See page 12 for a schedule.)
Please consider joining us for one of these
fascinating talks.
The support of our members helps keep
our Marine Animal Rescue Team in
action and allows us to create educational
and entertaining programs like our Turtle
Rescue Team exhibit. We couldn’t do it
without you. Thank you for your support.
Sincerely,
Nigella Hillgarth,
President and CEO

Billy Spitzer, Vice President,
Planning, Programs and Exhibits
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At the Aquarium

Check in at the Turtle Hospital
Want to hear what a hypothermic turtle’s heartbeat
sounds like? Want to know what it’s like to try to get a
sick sea turtle to eat some squid? These experiences
and more await visitors who tour the Sea Turtle Hospital
exhibit on the lower level of the West Wing.
After 2014’s record-smashing sea turtle rescue season
(733 patients treated when we usually have fewer than
100), the Aquarium went to work creating a series of
interactive exhibits to give visitors the simulated
opportunity to diagnose, treat and rehabilitate some
of the world’s most endangered species. Visitors can
interact with our charming replica sea turtles and learn
what efforts our Rescue Team makes to save these
endangered species. They can listen to the heartbeat of
a cold-stunned sea turtle, just rescued from a beach on
Cape Cod, then hear what a healthy turtle sounds like
after months of rehabilitation. Visitors can also see what
kinds of diagnostic tests are performed on our patients
and the treatments they need to get better.

successes, including the rescue and rehabilitation of
a leatherback sea turtle—the largest species of sea
turtle—and the Aquarium’s turtle conservation efforts
around the world.
And everyone gets a Turtle Rescue Team booklet so
they can learn how to continue to help turtles,
even at home.
— Ann Cortissoz

Informative panels illustrate how communities are
coming together to protect turtle habitats. Videos tell the
fascinating stories of the Aquarium’s sea turtle rescue
Photo: K. Ellenbogen

At the Turtle Hospital, an exhibit simulates the experience of trying
to feed a sick turtle.

Photo: A. Constan

Young visitors to
the Aquarium’s
turtle hospital
learn about how
cold-stunned sea
turtles arrive at
the Aquarium’s
Animal Care Clinic
and how they are
diagnosed and
treated.

Photo: K. Ellenbogen
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cool jobs
—Emily Bauernfeind

Billy Spitzer,
V.P., Planning,
Programs and Exhibits
In March of 2014,
Billy accepted a
Champion of Change award
from the White House
for his environmental
education efforts.

It might come as a surprise to learn that
the Aquarium’s vice president in charge
of education programs, new exhibits and
implementing long-term institutional
planning has a Ph.D. in marine chemistry.
“When I finished my doctorate through
Woods Hole and M.I.T., I realized I
actually didn’t want to do strictly science
and research all my life,” explains Billy
Spitzer, Ph.D. “Getting my degree taught
me how to define and analyze problems,
but I realized that I really wanted to focus
on science education.”
At the Aquarium, these educational
and professional interests come
together in a way that means
no two days look the same.
Some days Billy might be
brainstorming about a new
exhibit with design experts,

aquarists and educators in the main
building. Other days he’s working with a
team to develop education programs that
can travel to schools and communicate
challenging scientific concepts.
“My daughter used to tell people my job
was to bring the people together. It’s true.
I help facilitate the group that makes sure
the visitors are engaged, the animals are
healthy, our programs are educational and
our initiatives are affordable, sustainable
and interesting,” he explains with a
smile. “Basically, I’m trying to align the
Aquarium’s day-to-day interests with our
long-term goals.”

Above: During his trip to China, Billy feeds giraffes at the Guangzhou Zoo.
Inset: He accepts his Champion of Change award from Sally Jewell, Secretary of the Interior.
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reviews

So when it comes time to work
on an exhibit on Central Wharf
or outreach program, he works
with the educators, writers and
designers to ensure there is
information about climate change
and how communities can effect
change. The Aquarium also started
discussing climate change during
visitor education programs, such
as talks in the Blue Planet Action
Center. The Teacher Resource
Center began offering training
for teachers, giving them the
tools and knowledge to teach the
issue of climate change in their
classrooms. Billy even helped
spearhead a program for informal
educators at aquariums and zoos
around the country. The National
Network for Ocean and Climate
Change Interpretation (NNOCCI)
establishes a national network of
professionals who are skilled in
communicating climate science to
the American public.
Billy’s efforts to increase public
understanding of climate change
across all these diverse channels
caught the eye of the White House.
In March of 2014, he accepted a
Champion of Change award during
a ceremony at the White House
for his environmental education

efforts. Billy was later tapped by
the U.S. State Department to share
his experiences and expertise in
teaching climate change to museum
staff across China.
Climate change is just one of
many topics that’s addressed
in the Aquarium’s immersive
programs and exhibits. Billy helps
incorporate these many threads
and their corresponding scientific
concepts so that they are not
only understandable, but also
meaningful and actionable. It’s all
part of the big picture to protect the
blue planet.

Photo: V. DeWitt

To get an idea of how Billy’s
expertise influences many areas
of the Aquarium, let’s take a look
at a global issue: climate change.
In 2007, Aquarium leadership
identified climate change as a
critical issue to consider when
planning future initiatives, and they
needed someone to manage the
implementation of that goal across
all facets of Aquarium operations.
Billy is the person who does that.
He is constantly considering how
to introduce the concept of climate
change throughout daily operations
and long-term planning.

Visitors interact with information
screens in the Blue Planet Action
Center, one of the exhibits Billy and
his team helped create.

“I work at the Aquarium because
of its environmental mission,” Billy
explains. “It combines ocean science
that has interested me for years and
reaching people through education
programs. Not many places do that.
It’s one of many aspects that make
the Aquarium special.”
Find Billy’s travel log from his trip to
China on the Global Explorers Blog.
www.neaq.org/blogs

The Soul of an Octopus:
A Surprising Exploration into
the Wonder of Consciousness
by Sy Montgomery
Journalists are not supposed to
fall in love with the subjects of their
stories, but that is exactly what
naturalist Sy Montgomery seems
to have done. The Soul of an
Octopus is really a love letter
to cephalopods in general and
a couple of the New England
Aquarium’s giant Pacific
octopuses in particular.
The first octopus Montgomery ever met was Athena,
who lived at the Aquarium. The writer was dazzled
as Athena used the suction cups on her tentacles to
feel and “smell” Montgomery. “She seems curious to
know more,” she writes. “Slowly, she is transferring
her grip on me from the smaller, outer suckers at the
tips of her arms to the larger, stronger ones, nearer
her head. I am now bent at a 90 degree angle .... I
realize what is happening: she is pulling me steadily
into her tank. How happily I would go with her!”
In a way, Montgomery does follow Athena into the
water. She delves into myths about octopuses,
she travels to visit scientists studying octopus
intelligence and she dives in Mexico and French
Polynesia in search of octopuses in the wild.
Her research leads her to a deep appreciation of the
personality, intelligence and the soul of octopuses.
—Ann Cortissoz

The Octopus Scientists
by Sy Montgomery
Photographs by Keith Ellenbogen
(Recommended for grades 5–7)
Sy swims alongside octopus
researchers for the book The
Octopus Scientist, part of the
Scientist in the Field series.
The book unfolds with rich
descriptions of octopuses’
habitats and behaviors and
the scientists working to discover the mysteries of
these shape-shifting cephalopods. What can we learn
from their abilities to change color and shape? Can
their behavior teach us about a changing blue planet?
The charming text, paired with colorful underwater
photographs by Keith Ellenbogen, will thoroughly
engage future ocean protectors of all ages.
— Emily Bauernfeind

Both books are available at the Aquarium Gift Shop.
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—Ann Cortissoz

Taking the lead
on service projects
One of the most exciting things about the Aquarium’s innovative volunteer
program, the live blue™ Service Initiative, is the freedom it gives volunteer
project leaders to pursue their passions and design their own projects, all to
benefit our blue planet. The leaders come from a wide variety of professions,
and it’s fascinating to see how their backgrounds inform the service projects
they plan. Meet three of our live blue™ Service Corps leaders and find out
about the projects they’re designing. You might just want to volunteer for one.

Sarah
Chang, 27

Environmental Educator,
E Inc.
Sarah has done several projects
with the live blue™ Service
Corps as a volunteer, including
water chestnut removal on the
Charles River and a beach cleanup
at Revere Beach in conjunction with
the Department of Conservation and
Recreation. After they cleaned the beach,
they made a collage using some of the trash
they had collected.
“I was looking for ways to get involved with
hands-on projects,” Sarah says, “but I couldn’t
commit any more than a few hours here
and there.”
Being a live blue™ leader gives her the
opportunity to design and implement ideas
of her own. One project she would like to
spearhead is partnering with the Neponset
River Watershed Association to build a rain
garden of native plants along the riverbank,
with help from members of the Dorchester
and Mattapan communities, to decrease
runoff into the river after a rain.
Working full time as an environmental
educator, Sarah says, she was spending a lot
of time talking to kids at schools. “I felt like
I was doing a lot of preaching,” she says.
“I wanted to find a way to practice.”
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After clearing up Revere Beach, Sarah Chang and other live blue™ Service
Initiative volunteers made art with the trash.

Casey Galante removes water
chestnuts from the Charles.

Casey
Galante, 24

Architect, Schranghamer
Design Group
Casey’s excitement and enthusiasm about being a
live blue™ leader is infectious. “I realized that I didn’t
want to do just another beach cleanup,” she says.
“I want to make a splash, if you will, and really merge
the Aquarium with a public project or installation.”
As an architecture student at Wentworth Institute
of Technology her thesis dealt with the connection
between animals and architecture. One project Casey
has her eye on is working in conjunction with the
Massachusetts Oyster Project, an organization that
wants to restore oysters to the waters around Boston.
Casey would like to design a service project to build
habitats for the oysters to survive in.
But Casey has much bigger plans, too. She wants
to create an Aquarium-focused city-wide day of
volunteering and awareness. Volunteer activities
would take place throughout the city in the morning.
Then, in the afternoon, everyone can visit the
Aquarium, where stations, vendors and entertainment
would be set up to celebrate and conclude the day
of volunteering and involvement. One station may
be a food truck that sells only sustainable seafood,
one may be a game where kids can learn how much
water disappears when leaving the sink running,
another may be a mountain of recyclables that were
improperly recycled. “Something like this,” Casey says
“could show how much the Aquarium is a beacon for
research, volunteering, knowledge, fun and city pride.“

HongMing Xu helps with a beach cleanup.

HongMing
Xu, 28

Finance Manager
for Marketing,
Shire Pharmaceuticals

Ming joined the live blue™ Service Initiative
as he was waiting for a spot in the Aquarium’s animal
husbandry program (penguins) and participated in
several projects as a volunteer, including beach cleanups
and water chestnut removal.
“It was a lot of fun and made me more aware of the
environmental issues that we have in Massachusetts,”
Ming says. “I always find it a comforting thought to
know that if everyone puts in a little effort for the
project, collectively we can make a difference.”
His experience volunteering inspired Ming to become
a project leader. He has plans to lead a public education
project about cyanobacteria and E. coli in the Charles
River, and an invasive species removal and landscape
beautification project in Newton/Sudbury.
Learn more about the live blue™ Service Corps online.
www.neaq.org
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future ocean protectors
Ocean animal stories for young readers

Octopus

—Jeff Ives

in a

Box

How does a 7-foot-long giant Pacific octopus squeeze
into a box that is 15 inches wide?
It’s no problem for these amazing animals.

Photo: © Shedd AQ/SeaPics.com
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Solving the puzzle
Octopuses are smart animals. Aquarists here at
the Aquarium give them enrichment activities,
like the puzzle box. They place a favorite
food—like crabs—into the box. The octopus
has to figure out how to open the box to get
its snack. This octopus solved its crab puzzle
in an unexpected way by squeezing into the
box to get his lunch instead of opening it up.

Fitting in
Octopuses don’t have bones. They do have
a hard beak that they use to crush shrimp,
crabs, clams and fish for food. This means
they can easily squeeze into any space,
as long as their beak fits through.

Always learning
Over time, the octopus gets used to a puzzle,
so the aquarist makes it harder. Sometimes
the crab is placed in a box, which is in another
box, which is in another box! That makes
three different locks for the octopus to figure
out. They keep trying until they get it.

Finding solutions
We can learn a lot from the octopus. When you face
a difficult problem, remember that there might be
more than one way to get the answer. Don’t give up;
you’ll get there. If an animal as big as this octopus
can fit in that tiny box, anything is possible.
Learn more about the octopus on the Aquarium’s
Exhibit Galleries Blog. galleries.neaq.org
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global explorers
—Emily Bauernfeind

In search of
wild octopuses
Aquarist Bill Murphy traveled to the Pacific Northwest
to find the cephalopods in their natural habitat
Visitors flock to the dimly lit exhibit on the third
floor. Shocks of light briefly illuminate the dark
cave as people attempt to snap pictures of its
secretive resident: a string of suction cups here,
a curling tentacle there, all colored by a vast
lore that fascinates as much as it frightens.
Few people know these giant Pacific octopuses
as well as Bill Murphy. For the past 10 years, he’s
been caring for a succession of the relatively

short-lived cephalopods that reside in the third floor
exhibit at the Aquarium. He knows what they like to
eat and where they like to hang out in the exhibit.
He knows their favorite food puzzles and how
quickly they can solve them. And they know him.
“Guinevere was my first octopus. She would
immediately come to the surface near me whenever
I opened the lid. She let me stroke her mantle as
she peacefully inched her tentacles over my arms,”
he remembers. “But her predecessor wanted
nothing to do with me. He definitely preferred the
previous aquarist. They’re smart like that.”
But as familiar as he was with these
octopuses and their habits, Bill had
never seen this wildly popular
species in its natural habitat.
So last fall, the senior
aquarist for the Northern
Waters gallery traveled
to the Pacific
Northwest through
a Cunningham
Award—a
competitive grant
offered to Aquarium
employees
seeking to expand
their skills and
knowledge of the
underwater world.
The Seattle Aquarium
surveys its local waters
for wild octopuses
every year and Bill went
to take part in the count.
Bill saw this little red octopus
during a dive in Monterey Bay.
Check out our blogs to see video
from his dives. www.neaq.org/blogs
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have an entire gallery of cold-water animals to care
for,” explains Bill. “It’s really gratifying to be able to
teach visitors about octopuses and hopefully inspire
people to protect marine animals in the wild, too.”

Giant Pacific octopuses (Enteroctopus dolfeini) live
between one and five years.

Coming Soon!

“I was a little nervous that first day, diving in a new
place with new people,” explained Bill. “But seeing
my first octopus in the water made me forget my
nerves.” The octopus was tucked in a pile of boulders
80 feet below the surface, watching Bill and the
wild marine life swaying deep in Puget Sound.
Giant Pacific octopuses can be found in the
northern Pacific Ocean from the northwest coast
of the continental United States, across the waters
of Alaska to Japan. The list of fun facts about this
species is long: They can bulk up to more than
100 pounds, their arm span can reach 20 feet,
each arm can contain 200 suction cups, they
can smell with those suction cups, they can
squeeze their entire bodies through a hole the
size of their beak—the only hard part of their
body—and they are capable of solving puzzles.

Construction is underway in the
Northern Waters gallery, which
houses the octopus. What was once
three separate tanks will become
one vibrant exhibit showcasing the
diversity of coastal marine life in
the Pacific Northwest. Visitors can
look forward to getting up close
and personal with the octopus in its
new Pacific Northwest Community
exhibit in mid-April.

Octopuses (yes, octopuses, not octopi) usually
stake out a nook in a tumble of boulders or a
protected corner of a manmade structure. Bill
and the group of divers went to a couple of dive
spots, and he was able to see two octopuses in
the wild, two intelligent creatures that still remain
a mystery to many, which is why the team was
seeking to learn more about their population.
During his trip, Bill also toured the octopus
exhibits at the Seattle Aquarium and the Monterey
Bay Aquarium. He learned about the habitats
that the aquariums have created for their eightarmed residents as well as how they care for
the animals. This is information that will help
shape the renovation of the octopus exhibit at
the Aquarium (see Coming Soon! for details).
For an animal that draws so much interest and
awe from visitors, we are lucky to have an
aquarist that is equally fascinated by octopuses.
“They are just really cool animals. I could spend
hours watching and interacting with them if I didn’t

Bill Murphy checks on the giant Pacific octopus
behind the scenes. The tank has a screened lid to
prevent the clever cephalopod from climbing out.
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Fish, Fun and Fright
Friday, October 30
6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Ticketing opens October 1 at noon
Get those Aquarium-themed costumes ready
because it’s time for Fish, Fun and Fright!
From our Spooky Science Fair to our Kooky
Costume Contest, you’ll trick AND treat your
way through an evening of family-friendly,
creepy-crawly, fantastically freaky fun.

Tickets: Member Adult: $21, Member
Child (3-11): $14, Children under 3 are free.
Want to bring more guests than your
membership covers? No problem! You can
purchase additional guest tickets at the
non-member rate (adults: $24, children $17).
Space is limited and this is a popular event,
so get your tickets early.

www.neaq.org/fishfunfright

Dive In!
Monday, December 28
6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Mark your calendar: Registration opens
at noon on Wednesday, December 9.
Our gift to you, our beloved members, this
holiday season: a chance to enjoy your
favorite exhibits and galleries without the
school vacation week crowds at our next
member-exclusive evening!

www.neaq.org/divein
Stay tuned to SeaMail for registration
reminders. Not receiving SeaMail?
Sign up at www.neaq.org/seamail.

Fin & Tonic
Thanks for a great night!
The little ones were left at home and the
kids-at-heart got to enjoy the front row at
their favorite exhibits during this year’s
Fin & Tonic adults-only member-exclusive
evening. To everyone who joined us this
year, thank you! We look forward to raising
another glass together next year.
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Give the Gift of
the Aquarium

Membership
Makes a Great Gift

Support a North Atlantic
Right Whale

Good things come in small
packages, indeed! More than
a present, a gift membership
is a whole year of exploration,
entertainment and education in
one little card. Share your affection
for the Aquarium by giving an
Associate, Patron, Ambassador or
Ocean Explorer level membership
this holiday season. Just like you,
they’ll love it all year long.
www.neaq.org/membership

Your gift sponsorship helps support
the Aquarium’s Right Whale
Research Team as they work to
save this critically endangered
species. Sponsorship comes with
a certificate, fact sheet, sighting
map and a one-year subscription to
Right Whale Research News, the
biannual newsletter written by the
Aquarium’s whale researchers.
www.neaq.org/rwsponsor

Animal
Encounter
Imagine your loved
ones’ faces as they
unwrap the chance
to get up close to a
seal, perch on top of
the four-story Giant
Ocean Tank to feed
the animals or go
behind the scenes
of their favorite
exhibits. The New
England Aquarium’s
immersive Animal
Encounter programs
take a visit to a whole
new level. These
unique opportunities
are designed for the
Aquarium superfan.
And, of course,
members get a
discount.
www.neaq.org/
encounters
Photo: V. DeWitt

members’ notes

A feeding at the top of the Giant Ocean Tank is a
highlight of the Meet Myrtle program.

Photo: K. Ellenbogen

Animal
Sponsorship
PROGRAM

No one walks out of the Aquarium without leaving a little
piece of their heart with a special species. Whether it’s the
precious little blue penguins, the blue-eyed balloonfish or the
mysterious moray eel that catches the eye and imagination,
everyone has a favorite!
So why not encourage the affinity by giving an Animal Sponsorship
package this year? It’s the gift that gives twice—your recipients will
love learning more about their cherished critter and you’ll feel good
knowing that your sponsorship helps provide vital support to the
Aquarium’s mission to protect the blue planet.
Photo: Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission, NOAA permit #15488

Shop at the Gift Shop
Put together a plush menagerie
with sharks, rays, seals, turtles and
penguins for your marine animal fan.
Or select your favorite educational
games and toys, collectibles, books,
DVDs, Earth-friendly organic cotton
T-shirts and much more for everyone
on your list. Don’t forget, as a member
you get a discount just by showing
your valid membership card!

This year, our trio of sea turtles is all the rage—and the donations for
turtle sponsorships go directly to the Aquarium’s rescue and rehab
efforts—but there’s something for everyone in our growing catalog of
available species.
www.neaq.org/animalsponsorship

Questions? We’re always happy to help.
Contact us at annualfund@neaq.org.

The holiday season is a great time
of year to make a donation to the
Aquarium in honor of, or as a tribute
to, someone you love. Your 100%
tax-deductible gift will go to good use
helping the Aquarium advance our
many efforts to protect the blue planet
through vital education, conservation
and research initiatives both locally
and globally.
Make an honorary or memorial gift
conveniently online. www.neaq.org/
donate (Be sure to make your gift by
December 31 to count toward your
2015 taxes.)

Photo: K. Ellenbogen

Honorary Donations
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October

Free
Aquarium Evening Lecture Series

10/1

The Aquarium has been providing free lectures and films by
scientists, environmental writers, photographers and others since
1972. Lectures are open to the public but registration is requested.
All programs start at 7:00 p.m. in the Aquarium’s Simons IMAX
Theatre unless otherwise noted.

Ticket prices for members
Adults: $21, Children
(3 – 11): $14 Children
under 3 are free.

Here is a sampling of the lectures we are presenting this fall.

Tickets are on sale now
for Fish, Fun and Fright!

Want to bring more guests
than your membership
covers? You can purchase
additional guest tickets at
the non-member rate (adults:
$24, children: $17). Space is
limited and this is a popular
event, so get your tickets soon.
www.neaq.org/fishfunfright

Thursday, October 15*

Watching Water: Nature’s Field
Guide to Weather and Climate

10/30

5th Annual John H. Carlson Lecture
presented by MIT’s Lorenz Center
and the New England Aquarium

Fish, Fun and Fright
6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
It’s finally here, the
Aquarium’s annual
Halloween spooktacular.
Come down and party
with the eerie eels, the
creepy crabs and the
scary scuba divers. Enjoy
tricks, treats and costume
contest prizes.

Bjorn Stevens, PhD,

Thursday, October 29
Poaching and the Illegal
Wildlife Trade: the 2015
Philippine Turtle Crisis
Dr. Charles Innis,
Head Veterinarian,
New England Aquarium

Director, Atmosphere in the Earth
System Department, Max-Planck
Institute for Meteorology, and
Professor, University of Hamburg,
Germany
*Reception will begin at 6:30 p.m.

See the full schedule online. www.neaq.org/aquariumlectures

Get even closer

to our residents with these Animal Encounter programs!
N ew

(for ages 9 and older)

!

See firsthand the artistic abilities of our harbor
seals and take home a beautiful memento of
your close encounter.
Cost: $135 per person for a large painting for
members, $150 per person plus Aquarium
admission for non-members
$90 per person for a small painting for members,
$100 per person plus Aquarium admission for
non-members

Meet Myrtle

(for ages 12 and older)
Myrtle the green sea turtle is our most
famous resident. This new encounter gives
you a deep understanding of her home—
the sparkling Giant Ocean Tank. You’ll start
with a personalized tour up the exhibit’s
spiral ramp with staff members who know
Myrtle and her tankmates best. Slip behind
the scenes for a peek at the science,
technology and husbandry necessary to
manage this 200,000-gallon exhibit. A
highlight of the experience is a chance
to go onto the platform where surface
feedings take place. You might serve up
fish to barracuda, krill to needlefish or even
a head of lettuce to Myrtle herself.
Cost: $110 per person for members,
$125 plus admission for non-members

One of our talented harbor seals shows
off its painting skills.
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Photo: V. DeWitt

Paint with the Seals

Participants examine a snake skin
during a Behind-the-Scenes Tour.

Take a Behindthe-Scenes Tour
(for ages 7 and older)

Find out what it takes to care for our animals
and exhibits. You’ll learn what our animals
eat, how we maintain their tanks, how we
nurse sick animals back to health and other
insider tidbits on our Behind-the-Scenes Tour.
Tours last 30 to 45 minutes.
Cost: $18 per person for members,
$20 plus admission for non-members.

Visitors younger than 18 must be accompanied by a ticketed adult.
Call Reservations at 617-973-5206 to book. Visit us online. www.neaq.org

November

Films

11/30

Secret Ocean 3D

Don’t forget to give the Aquarium
this holiday season!
Gifts of membership, Animal
Sponsor-ship and Animal
Encounters make unique, fun and
unforgettable presents for all ages!
Learn more on page 10.
www.neaq.org/gifts

December

Give Your Kids
an Underwater
Learning Adventure!
Exciting programs with
Aquarium educators

12/28

Dive In! A member-exclusive evening
6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Sea Squirts

Members, it’s your Aquarium and your
night. Join us after hours as we open our
doors just for you. Bring your family and
friends to explore your favorite exhibits
and galleries at your leisure. Space is
limited and reservations are required.

Learn about
the blue planet
alongside your
young child.
Each hour-long
play program
focuses on
developing
motor and
language skills,
Sea Squirts
encourages
Preview
early science
Check out this introduction
skills and
to Sea Squirts for children
includes
from 12 to 24 months
play, songs
and activities.
Classes are held in
the Aquarium’s Ocean Center.

Register online at www.neaq.org/divein
beginning Wednesday, December 9,
at noon. Questions? Call 617-973-6564.

12/31

The last day to make your 2015 tax
year donation to support the Aquarium.
As a not-for-profit organization, the
Aquarium depends on the generosity
of people like you who share our
commitment to the oceans. You help
us keep the lights lit, the animals fed,
critical rescue and rehabilitation programs
running and promotion of live blue™
efforts going. Please make a gift to the
Annual Fund this holiday season.
Thank you!
www.neaq.org/donate2015

Ages 2 – 4

October: Rainbow Ocean, Part 2
FEE PER SERIES: $50 for members,
$95 for non-members*
* Non-member fee includes Aquarium
admission. A $2 service fee will be added
to each reservation for non-members.

For more information call 617-226-2149
or write to kids.ed@neaq.org.

• 40 minutes
See the hidden beauty
of our oceans blossom
before your eyes on New
England’s largest movie
screen. From thousands
of colorful reef fish to
camouflaged octopuses,
Jean-Michel Cousteau’s
film reveals the ocean’s
intricate secrets through
stunning 3D macro
photography.

Humpback Whales 3D
• 40 minutes
Fifty tons of jaw-dropping
adventure is splashing
down at the Simons
IMAX Theatre—and
that’s just from one
whale. Bring the whole
family on an epic journey
featuring never-beforeseen footage of these
school-bus-sized marvels
inches from your face in
brilliant IMAX 3D.

Great White Shark 3D
• 40 minutes
Get ready for a shark’s
eye view as you plunge
straight into the
underwater world
of nature’s most
renowned predator.
Skip the shark cage;
discover the importance
of this spectacular
species and explore
our blue planet.

Patron level members and above receive a select
number of one-time-use IMAX e-passes, and all
members receive discounts on ticket prices!
Tickets

Purchase member tickets at any Aquarium ticketing
location or by phone at 617-973-5200.
Films, prices and showtimes are subject to change.

Rentals

Private screening and facility rentals,
call 617-720-5104.

Parties

IMAX birthday parties, call 617-973-6508.

Check www.neaq.org for a complete list
of films and show times!

Coming Up in January

Member registration for Harbor Discoveries Camps
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A year-end letter
to our members:

As 2015 winds down, the Aquarium is gearing up to meet
our fiscal year end. As you know from blue and SeaMail,
we’ve had a hugely successful year so far. We hit the
ground running with a record-breaking turtle rescue season.
followed by the opening of our Sea Turtle Hospital exhibit,
expanded work in the Phoenix Islands Protected Area and
an explosion of interest in our live blue™ Service Corps.
It has been a great year’s work, locally and globally, toward
a bright future for the oceans.
But there’s still a great deal more to do and, as a non-profit
organization, we depend on the generous support
of members like you to help make it happen. You don’t
need to be a billionaire to be a donor—in fact, if every
member gave just $10 today, we would surpass this year’s
fundraising goals!
So please take a moment right now to help us protect the
blue planet with your 2015 gift to the New England Aquarium
Annual Fund. Members really do make the difference!

Thank you for your loyal and generous support.
www.neaq.org/donate2015

