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From the President
I’m delighted to share this issue of blue  
with you, in part because it showcases 
the Marine Conservation Action Fund 
(MCAF), a program that is building  
lasting relationships between the  
Aquarium and ocean protectors around  
the world. Since 1999, MCAF has  
provided more than $700,000 to targeted 
conservation efforts, and we’re looking  
to expand its impact (pages 8–9). 

While MCAF gives the Aquarium a 
mechanism to support projects worldwide, 
our Marine Animal Rescue Team  
had an extraordinary season here in  
Massachusetts. This fall, nearly 750  
cold-stunned sea turtles that stranded on 
the beaches of Cape Cod were brought  
to the Aquarium’s Animal Care Center  
in Quincy. That is by far the highest  
number of patients in the sea turtle  
rescue program’s 20-year history. While 
many of these endangered animals were 
transported to facilities around the  
East Coast of the U.S. for rehabilitation, 
more than 40 turtles are receiving  
ongoing care at our facility.

Needless to say, the rehabilitation  
process for all of these patients has  
been a herculean task for our staff and  
volunteers (pages 2–3). When you visit 
Central Wharf this summer, you will have 
the opportunity to learn more about their 
work and experience firsthand what it’s 
like to become a sea turtle rescuer. 

This thriving turtle rescue program and 
all of our conservation efforts are possible 
because of support from members like you. 
On behalf of the Aquarium, thank you.

Sincerely,

Nigella Hillgarth, 
President and CEO
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Big Fun on Central Wharf

On the cover: From left to right, Kevin Ahearn, Ben Kneppers 
and David Stover of Bureo Skateboards holding their Minnow 
skateboards made from recycled fishing nets. 
Photo:Bureo Skateboards

blue is a quarterly magazine exclusively for members of  
the New England Aquarium produced and published by  
New England Aquarium, Central Wharf, Boston, MA, 02110.  
Publishing office located at 177 Milk St., Boston, MA, 02109. 
blue and all materials within are property of the  
New England Aquarium. Reproduction of any materials  
is possible only through written permission. © blue 2015

Editor: Ann Cortissoz  Designer: Cathy LeBlanc 

Contributors: Emily Bauernfeind, Jeff Ives, Deb Kulich  
and Jason Roberts

General Information: 617-973-5200 
Marine Animal Stranding Hotline: 617-973-5247
Membership and Annual Fund: 617-973-6555,  
members@neaq.org

Supported by the Aquarium’s Marine  
Conservation Action Fund in 2009, the  
Plan for the Land Society helps safeguard  
marine mammals such as these dolphins  
in Iran. Photo: Plan for the Land Society 

New England Aquarium Proudly Recognizes Our Sponsors

@neaq.org
Dive into a sea of resources online. www.neaq.org  
The website is full of conservation information, 
animal facts and details that will help you plan  
your next trip to the Aquarium.

Throughout this issue of blue, look for  
this icon to point out items that you can  
explore further on our website.

There are some huge happenings around Central Wharf these days—
school-bus huge. We’re talking about humpback whales! Plan your 
own whale-a-palooza this spring with Humpback Whales 3D at the 
Simons IMAX Theatre and an unforgettable New England Aquarium 
Whale Watch. Don’t forget to use your member discounts.

On the Big Screen
Thunderous 
breaches 
and in-your-
face feeding 
frenzies are 
bowling over 
landlubbers 
watching 
Humpback 
Whales 3D at 
the Simons 
IMAX Theatre. 
In fact, this is 
the first time these graceful giants have 
been filmed with the clarity and enormity 
afforded by IMAX technology, and it’s 
simply spectacular. Float peacefully in 
indigo blue water alongside a lifesize 
humpback whale, hear enchanting whale 
song in digital surround sound and whiz 
along the water in a skiff with scientists 
in the field. This film provides a global 
perspective of this species and its diverse 
habitats as humpback whales bounce 
back from the brink of extinction.

Special showing for members. See back page.

In the Big Blue
A short stroll across the Front Plaza 
and you’re poised for an exhilarating 
dose of sea breezes and wildlife as 
you observe whales in our coastal 
backyard on board a New England 
Aquarium Whale Watch! Have you 
ever wondered what whale breath 
smells like? Want to record your own 
feeding frenzy videos? Be among 
the first to welcome the whales 
back to their feeding grounds on 
Stellwagen Bank, which is one of the 
world’s richest feeding grounds for 
marine animals, including whales, 
seals, sea birds and dolphins. 

—Emily Bauernfeind



cool jobs
—Emily Bauernfeind
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Saving Sea Turtles
 
“Wellfleet has 90 more turtles waiting 
for transport,” announced Adam 
Kennedy, senior wildlife biologist  
on the Aquarium’s Marine Animal 
Rescue team.

The news was met with a few seconds of 
stunned silence by the well-trained and 
weary biologists and volunteers in the 
Aquarium’s sea turtle clinic in Quincy. 
Then someone laughed in disbelief and 
it was right back to treating the critically 
endangered Kemp’s ridley turtles on 
the exam tables. There were dozens 
more turtles in holding boxes, pools and 
pens that needed exams, every animal 
awaiting its new lease on life, with more 
on the way. 

Normally, about 90 turtles are treated 
during an entire season. Now turtles 
were stranding on Cape Cod beaches 
in droves. The rescue team had been 
conducting nonstop exams on these  
cold-stunned turtles for days already. 
And the turtles just kept coming.  
Nearly 750 turtles were treated by the 
Aquarium this year, the last arriving  
days before the new year. 

But against the unbelievable odds of  
this sheer volume of stranded turtles,  
the sea turtle clinic operated like 
clockwork. This is what the Marine 
Animal Rescue Team does. 

Banana boxes had to be collected for 
transports. Volunteer pilots and drivers  
had to be mobilized to take turtles to 
facilities up and down the East Coast. 
Seafood had to be purchased and turtles 
fed. Volunteers scheduled. Towels 
washed. And turtle exams and testing 
happened all day, every day in the clinic 
and at pop-up work stations throughout 
the sea turtle hospital.  

Hypothermic turtles often arrive covered in seaweed  
and algae. They are cleaned and gradually warmed in  
temperature controlled rooms (above) and pools (right).

Connie Merigo, director of the rescue 
team, masterfully orchestrated the 
operation. “This season was exhilarating, 
exhausting and stressful. The numbers 
were just mind-blowing,” she explains. 
“We could not have treated so many 
turtles without the help of our amazing 
volunteers and rescue partners. I cannot 
thank them enough.”

At the top of the thank-you list is Mass 
Audubon’s Wellf leet Bay sanctuary, 
the Aquarium’s excellent long-time 
partner responsible for collecting the 
hypothermic turtles that strand on 
beaches on Cape Cod and driving them 
to the Aquarium’s sea turtle hospital 
in Quincy. Thanks are also due to the 
Coast Guard and the 
private pilots who 
airlifted turtles, 
the National 
Oceanic and 
Atmospheric 
Administration 
(NOAA)—the 
federal oceans 
agency—and the 
dozens of marine animal 
rehabilitation facilities in  
16 states that either took  
re-warmed and stabilized 
sea turtles or sent 
professional staff to 
help care for all of the 
hypothermic sea turtles in 
this record-smashing year. 
The Aquarium is grateful 
to The Perkin Fund 
and Disney Worldwide 
Conservation Fund 
for providing financial 
support for our sea turtle 
rehabilitation efforts.

Scientists don’t know why there was such 
an exponential jump in the number of 
strandings this year. Warming oceans?  
An indication of a species comeback? 
Only time and further research will tell. 
But the incredible outpouring of support 
is hopeful for the survival of the Kemp’s 
ridley, green and loggerhead sea turtles 
that frequent Cape Cod Bay.

All that time, effort, passion, cooperation 
and exhaustion will culminate in a few 
minutes on a beach this summer, when 
the Atlantic surf will once again roll over 
the back of an endangered turtle and 
it will disappear into the deep. There 
will be hundreds more turtles surfing 
the Gulf Stream this year thanks to the 

efforts of the Aquarium’s Marine 
Animal Rescue Team. And you 

can bet they will be back at it 
again next fall. 

The Marine Animal Rescue Team at Work



Nearly 750 turtles were treated by the Aquarium  
this year, the last arriving days before the new year.
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These stabilized turtles are ready  
for transport to other facilities.
Why are the turtles transported in  
banana boxes? Find out at the  
Rescue Team blog.  
www.neaq.org/blogs
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live blue TM

When you’re choosing plants for your garden, 
there are lots of things to consider: Do you 
want plants that thrive in sun or in shade,  
that need a lot of water or a little, that like 
sandy soil or loamy soil, that bloom pink  
or white or blue? But while you’re making 
these choices, take some time to consider 
the needs of the ecosystem around you— 
and choose native plants!

The term native refers to plants that were growing 
in North America before European settlement, and 
includes woody plants (trees, shrubs and vines)  
and non-woody herbaceous plants (flowering 
perennials, ferns and grasses). Native plants are  
the most sustainable (and blue) choice for the  
home gardener. They generally require less fertilizer 
and water than non-native plants because they are 
acclimated to this ecosystem. Native plants evoke  
a sense of place in your garden and are essential  
to create habitat for wildlife, according to the  
New England Wild Flower Society.  

And there are so many native plants to choose from 
that it’s really not a sacrifice to stick to the locals 
rather than introducing invasives into your garden 
(see opposite page).

Local Color
a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

f.

Here a just a few of the beautiful plants that  
can make your garden a local favorite.

You can find a list of native plants on the  
New England Wild Flower Society website.  
www.newenglandwild.org

—Ann Cortissoz

g.

h.

a. Creeping Phlox 
b. Sugar Maple 
c. Stoke’s Aster 
d. Cinnamon Fern 
e. Balsam Fir 
f. Annabelle Hydrangea 
g. Solomon’s Seal 
h. Oakleaf Hydrangea 
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Here at the Aquarium, we like 
to think every day is oceans 
day. But once a year we invite 
families to Central Wharf for a 
grand celebration of our blue 
planet around World Oceans 
Day! Join us for free outdoor 
activities, crafts, games and 
demonstrations for all ages. 

Purple Loosestrife 
Purple loosestrife is a tall, 
flowering herb that grows in 
marshy areas, including the 
Neponset River watershed. 
Seeds may have arrived in 
North America during the 
19th century in ship ballasts 
or nestled in the wool of 
imported sheep. Today, it is 
widespread and pernicious. 
Some groups have released 
beetles that eat the plant 
as a way to manage 
infestations. Members of 
the live blue™ Service Corps 
have also worked to combat 
the spread of this invasive,  
if beautiful, weed.

Local Color Not in
A tranquil field dappled 
with purple flowers may not 
look like the frontlines of 
an environmental fight. But 
exotic invasive species, like 
purple loosestrife, can wreak 
havoc on local gardens and 
ecosystems. Such invasive 
plants were often introduced 
as ornamentals, but they have 
since escaped structured 
gardens and are taking a toll 
on local habitats.

First, a primer: A species is 
considered invasive if it grows 
without natural checks and 
balances, out-competing native 
species. Exotic, or introduced, 
invasive species are most 
concerning since the ecosystem 
lacks their natural predators  
and competitors. You can help 
combat these invaders by learning 
to identify them and joining a  
local group taking action to  
fight invasives in your area— 
like the Aquarium’s live blue™ 
Service Corps.

— Emily Bauernfeind  

 BackyardMy
Here are some of the nasties to keep an eye out for:

Japanese Knotweed 
If you’ve gone on a stroll 
through an urban wood like 
Boston’s Franklin Park, you’ve 
likely encountered Japanese 
knotweed. It was introduced 
to gardens in the 1800s and 
later used as erosion control. 
Today it is undoubtedly an 
invasive pest. This shrub-like 
perennial can grow to be 10 
feet tall and spreads through 
hardy rhizomes beneath the 
soil. Cutting back the plant 
and digging up the root 
systems can be an effective 
way to beat back a small 
infestation.

Water Chestnut 
The water chestnut is native  
to Asia, Europe and Africa.  
It was introduced in 1897 by 
a gardener as an ornamental 
plant in Cambridge. It has 
since grown unchecked in 
local waterways, including  
the Mystic River. The plants 
can grow so thick that they 
choke the river, making 
boating impossible, competing 
with local plants and changing  
the quality of the water.  
The Aquarium’s teenage  
live blue™ Ambassadors have 
been among many groups  
that board canoes and hand-
pull the invasive weeds. 

Pulling water chestnuts from the Mystic River
Photo: Mystic River Watershed Association

Japanese Knotweed

A stand of purple loosestrife.

World Oceans Day
June 7, 2015
11 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Learn more about live blue™ Ambassadors and  
live blue™ Service Corps online. www.neaq.org/teens.



future ocean protectors
Ocean animal stories for young readers
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These skateboards keep trash out of the oceans!

Do you ever find fishing nets washed up on the 
beach? This is common all over the world. One 
reason this happens is because it costs money to 
get rid of old fishing nets the right way. Instead of 
paying, some fishermen throw the nets overboard. 
The fishing gear can hurt ocean animals.  

The Aquarium helped out some young American 
engineers in Chile who had a great idea. They found 
a way to turn the old fishing gear into something 
people want to buy—skateboards! Now fishermen 
are happy because they can get rid of their old nets  
for free by recycling them. That means there  
will be less discarded fishing gear in the oceans.

Recycling  
to the Rescue

Ben Kneppers (left) and Kevin Ahearn hold the amount of net they need to recycle to make one skateboard.
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to the Rescue
How It Works

Help fishermen by taking their old nets.1.

Make skateboards with the old nets.

Sell skateboards and use the money to  
collect more nets.

Recycling  
Means Business
This skateboard business is 
a great way to recycle fishing 
nets. But it’s not the only 
business that can recycle. 
Paving companies add 
recycled plastic to help  
make new roads strong.  
Other businesses recycle 
rubber tires to make the soft 
ground at new playgrounds. 

Your Family Helps
The Aquarium is always on the  
lookout for smart ways to protect  
the blue planet. With support from 
members like you, we are able to  
make a huge difference locally and 
around the globe with this and so  
many other conservation and  
education programs. Thank you  
for being an Aquarium member!
Go to pages 8 and 9 and see more projects the 
Aquarium helps. Visit us online www.neaq.org/mcaf2.

3.
Learn more about the recycled skateboards  
online. www.bureoskateboards.com

Next time you’re at the Aquarium you might run 
into an educator with one of Bureo’s Minnow 
skateboards. 
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Fighting pollution one 
skateboard at a time
Entanglement in fishing gear is one of 
the biggest problems faced by marine 
animals. A team of conservation 
engineers, David Stover, Ben Kneppers 
and Kevin Ahearn, started the Bureo 
Skateboards project in Chile to keep 
discarded fishing nets out of the water. 
Fishermen often toss the nets overboard 
to avoid disposal costs on land. Now 
they can recycle these retired nets for 
free to be turned into skateboards. 
Profits from sales of the boards sustain 
the recycling program, help support 
Chilean fishing communities and raise 
awareness of marine debris worldwide. 

 

 
Protecting endangered 
turtles in Costa Rica 
MCAF has helped support the work of 
Sea Turtles Forever, an organization that 
protects endangered green, hawksbill 
and leatherback turtles on the beaches 
of Costa Rica. Director Marc Ward and 
the STF team go out every night during 
the turtle nesting season to camouflage 
nests or relocate the eggs to protect 
them from poachers and predators, 
saving more than 10,000 hatchlings 
each year. They also clear marine debris 
from beaches and educate communities 
about how to keep sea turtles safe.

Above: Director Marc Ward and his 
team at Sea Turtles Forever patrol 
the beaches each night to ensure the 
safe hatching of sea turtles such as 
the green sea turtle shown above. 
Photo: Sea Turtles Forever

Right: The Misión Tiburón team  
surgically inserts an acoustic  
tag into a shark before returning  
it safely to the water. The tags  
help scientists track the shark’s 
movements. Photo: Mision Tiburon

Members of the Bureo team (center) and 
their Chilean collaborators in front of  
fishing nets collected for recycling  
Photo: Bureo Skateboards

—Ann Cortissoz

global explorers

A key part of the Aquarium’s mission is to address the most challenging problems facing the oceans.  
The Aquarium’s Marine Conservation Action Fund (MCAF) helps protect and promote ocean biodiversity 
through funding small-scale, time-sensitive, community-based projects run by emerging leaders in  
research and conservation. Since its founding in 1999, MCAF has supported more than 120 key projects  
in 40 countries and has built lasting relationships with them to foster their continued growth.  
Here are some projects MCAF has supported.

 

The Aquarium’s Marine Conservation Action Fund supports  
ocean conservation leaders around the world

Building a Global Network  
of Ocean Protectors
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Keep up with all of the projects funded 
through the Aquarium’s Marine Conservation 
Action Fund online. www.neaq.org/mcaf 

To support MCAF or to submit a project idea, 
contact MCAF Manager, Elizabeth Stephenson  
at mcaf@neaq.org.

MCAF is made possible by the generosity 
of the Oak Foundation, the Curtis and Edith 
Munson Foundation and individual donors. 
MCAF’s advisory board is made up of Aquarium 
scientists and internationally known experts 
who donate their time to review proposals 
and guide MCAF’s funding decisions.

Creating a marine mammal 
stranding network in Iran
After several mass strandings of dolphins 
near the coast of Iran, MCAF helped 
support the establishment of the first 
marine mammal stranding network in 
that country in 2009. This project, led by 
Hamed Moshiri and Nazanin Mohsenian 
at the Plan for the Land Society, involved 
teaching fishermen and students how 
to respond to strandings, including 
methods for collecting data and saving 
live animals. The Society won support 
from the Iranian government in 2010. 

Saving the scalloped 
hammerhead shark
Scalloped hammerhead sharks are an 
endangered species heavily affected 
by overfishing, bycatch and shark 
finning. MCAF funded scientist Andres 
Lopez’s work with Misión Tiburón 
(Shark Mission) collecting fishing data 
to assess the level of pressure on the 
hammerheads. They also worked with 
fishermen to tag individual sharks and 
monitor their movements as a means 
to identify their critical habitats. The 
team used their results to recommend 
the establishment of seasonal no-
take zones in nursery habitats and 
the setting of a minimum catch size. 

Building a Global Network  
of Ocean Protectors

Researching a brighter 
future for manta rays
The Manta Trust is an organization 
working to study and address threats 
facing mantas and their relatives, 
mobula rays. A grant from MCAF in 
2012 allowed Manta Trust scientist 
Daniel Fernando to survey fish markets 
in Sri Lanka to assess the number of 
manta and mobula rays caught each 
year. Another MCAF grant in 2013 
allowed Manta Trust scientist Josh 
Stewart to satellite tag manta rays 
so as to get more information about 
their movements at key aggregation 
sites off the coast of Mexico. 
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members’ notes

Use your member  
card for a whale  

of a discount!

Thanks to all our friends who came 
out to the Aquarium on Friday the 13th 
for our member-exclusive, adults-only 
celebration of Valentine’s Day. We  
had a fun night around the Giant  
Ocean Tank, enjoying mouth-watering 
gastronomic delights, cool live jazz  
and plenty of atmosphere. A few  
Dearly Devoteds even declared  
their adoration among the fishes  
for all to see!
 Please also join us in congratulating  
the winners of the evening’s prize 
drawings:
Sealed with a Kiss, Animal Encounter  
with the harbor seals:  
Andrew N., Boston

Your Shell or Mine?, a chance to feed Myrtle:  
Bo and Gina G., Reading

Stuck on You, behind the scenes with  
the octopus:  
Michael and Ezili J., Acton

Blind Date, fur seal meet and greet:  
Sarah B., Cambridge

Animal Care Package, a visit to the  
Aquarium’s Animal Care Center in Quincy:  
Alexander M., Braintree

  T hat’s 
   A-Moray
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Visiting Tip
Take public transportation.  
It’s the blue thing to do! 
Taking public transportation is one 
way you can reduce your carbon 
footprint, which can work to slow 
climate change. The Aquarium 
stop on the MBTA’s Blue Line 
is just a few steps away from our 
Front Plaza.

For more tips visit us online.  
www.neaq.org

Sponsorship
Animal
PROGRAM

Make a connection with your favorite Aquarium critters! Sponsoring 
a species helps with the daily cost of animal care—including the best 
possible medical treatment, food and habitat upkeep—and provides 
vital support to the Aquarium’s mission to protect the blue planet. 
Browse our growing catalog of sponsorship options and show a little 
love to your favorite Aquarium residents or share in someone else’s  
affinity for their species of choice with a gift sponsorship. 

www.neaq.org/animalsponsorship
Questions? We’re always happy to help. Contact the Membership  
and Annual Fund Department at annualfund@neaq.org. 

Whale Watch
Whale watch season is underway, and the  
New England Aquarium Whale Watch, presented  
by Boston Harbor Cruises, is ready when you are.
Cruises leave Central Wharf up to four times a day  
on weekdays and up to six times a day on weekends.  
Don’t miss majestic humpback whale mothers and  
calves feeding and playing at Stellwagen Bank 
Marine Sanctuary. 

Use your member  
card for a whale  

of a discount!

Dive In! 

Members, there are two 
opportunities coming up for you 
to join us after hours as we open 
our doors just for you. Bring your 
family and friends and explore your 
favorite exhibits and galleries at 
your leisure on Sunday, April 19, or 
Monday, June 15. Space is limited 
and reservations are required. 

Visit www.neaq.org/divein for details. 
And check out the calendar listings  
on pages 12 and 13 for registration 
dates. Sign up for SeaMail for event 
alerts and invites.

presented by
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6/7
World Oceans Day 
Celebrate with 
New England Aquarium

Check www.neaq.org/oceansday for  
a schedule of events and for ways  
you can participate in our celebration.

6/15
Dive In! 
A member-exclusive evening 
6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Register online at www.neaq.org/divein 
beginning Wednesday, June 3, at noon.  
Questions? Call 617-973-6564.

Blue Discovery Family Days All ages
Learn more about the blue planet through art, science and  
storytelling. All activities are included with Aquarium admission.  
Drop in between 11:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.  

April 12: I’m an Ocean Protector
May 3: Right Whale Festival
June 7: World Oceans Day Festival
FEE: No fee

Sea Squirts Ages 2 – 4
Learn about the blue planet alongside your young child. Each  
hour-long play program focuses on developing motor and language  
skills, encourages early science skills and includes play, songs  
and activities. Classes are held in the Aquarium’s Ocean Center. 
April: Best Friends 
May: Hide and Seek
FEE PER SERIES: $50 for members, $95 for non-members* 
* Non-member fee includes Aquarium admission. 
A $2 service fee will be added to each reservation for non-members.

  
Sea Squirts  

Preview 
Check out this introduction  
to Sea Squirts for children  

from 12 to 24 months

New classes start  
April 27.

12

June

April

May4/19
Dive In! 
A member-exclusive evening 
6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Members, it’s your Aquarium and your 
night. Join us after hours as we open our 
doors just for you. Explore your favorite 
exhibits and galleries at your leisure.  
Space is limited, reservations are required.

Register online at www.neaq.org/divein 
beginning Wednesday, April 1, at noon. 
Questions? Call 617-973-6564.

4/23
Aquarium Evening Lecture 
7:00 p.m., Simons IMAX Theatre 
Luminous Seas

Brian Skerry, National Geographic 
photographer, New England Aquarium 
Explorer in Residence

For more information about  
the Aquarium’s Lecture  
Series, visit us online.  
www.neaq.org/aquariumlectures

Give Your Kids an Underwater  
Learning Adventure!

Exciting programs with Aquarium educators

For more information call 617-226-2149 or write to kids.ed@neaq.org. 

5/14
Aquarium Evening Lecture 
7:00 p.m.*, Simons IMAX Theatre 
The Soul of an Octopus

Sy Montgomery, author 
*Book signing to follow 

For more information about  
the Aquarium’s Lecture  
Series, visit us online.  
www.neaq.org/aquariumlectures

4/13
Member-exclusive IMAX double feature 
6:30 p.m. 

See our two newest films, Humpback 
Whales 3D and Secret Ocean 3D on the 
biggest screen in New England.

Visit www.neaq.org/memberIMAX 
for details and to purchase tickets.



Films

Patron level members and above receive  
a select number of one-time-use  
IMAX e-passes, and all members  
receive discounts on ticket prices!
TICKETS: Purchase member tickets at any  
Aquarium ticketing location or by phone at  
1-866-815-IMAX (4629). Films, prices and showtimes  
are subject to change. 
RENTALS: Private screening and facility rentals,  
call 617-720-5104. 
PARTIES: IMAX birthday parties, call 617-973-6508.

Check www.neaq.org for a complete list  
of films and show times!

13

May

Secret  
Ocean 3D
• 40 minutes 
See the hidden beauty of 
our oceans blossom before your eyes on  
New England’s largest movie screen. From 
thousands of colorful reef fish to camouflaged 
octopuses, Jean-Michel Cousteau’s film reveals 
the ocean’s intricate secrets through stunning  
3D macro photography. 

Humpback Whales 3D
• 40 minutes 
Fifty tons of jaw-dropping 
adventure is splashing down  
on New England’s largest movie 
screen—and that’s just from 
one whale. Bring the whole 
family on an epic journey featuring never-before-
seen footage of these school-bus-sized marvels 
inches from your face in brilliant IMAX 3D.

Great White Shark 3D 
• 40 minutes
Get ready for a shark’s eye view 
as you plunge straight into the 
underwater world of nature’s 
most renowned predator. Skip 
the shark cage; discover the importance of this 
spectacular species and explore our blue planet 
on the largest screen in New England.

Journey to the  
South Pacific 3D 
• 40 minutes 
Glide through shimmering 
schools of fish, swim alongside 
gentle whale sharks and soak 
in the warm tropical sunlight during your own 
Journey to the South Pacific. Discover the  
rich diversity of this far-off island paradise  
in incredible 3D on the biggest screen in  
New England.

Get even closer  
to our residents with these Animal Encounter programs!

Meet Myrtle 
(for ages 12 and older)

Myrtle the green sea turtle is our most 
famous resident. This new encounter 
gives you a deep understanding of her 
home—the sparkling Giant Ocean Tank. 
You’ll start with a personalized tour up the 
exhibit’s spiral ramp with staff members 
who know Myrtle and her tank mates 
best. Slip behind the scenes for a peek at 
the science, technology and husbandry 
necessary to manage this 200,000-gallon 
exhibit. A highlight of the experience 
is a chance to go onto the platform 
where surface feedings take place. You 
might serve up fish to barracuda, krill to 
needlefish or even a head of lettuce to 
Myrtle herself.  
Cost: $110 per person for members,  
$125 plus admission for non-members

Take a Behind-the-
Scenes Tour 
(for ages 7 and older)

Find out what it takes to care for our 
animals and exhibits. You’ll learn what 
our animals eat, how we maintain their 
tanks, how we nurse sick animals back 
to health and other insider tidbits on our 
behind-the-scenes tour. Tours last 30 to 
45 minutes.  
Cost: $18 per person for members,  
$20 plus admission for non-members. 

Visitors younger than 18 must be 
accompanied by a ticketed adult. 
Call Reservations at 617-973-5206 to 
book. Visit us online. www.neaq.org

Make Sure You’re Getting  
One of Your Best Benefits
Each month, our Aquarium members are kept up-to-date  
on all the happenings with our members’ e-newsletter, 
SeaMail. Enjoy the behind-the-scenes stories and 
information about upcoming lectures, events and special 
opportunities by sharing your email address with us.

Log on to www.neaq.org/SeaMail to update  
or add your email to our mailing list. 

Opening 
April 17

NE W!

Coming Up 
August

Fin & Tonic 

Top: A feeding at the top of the  
Giant Ocean Tank is a highlight of  
the Meet Myrtle program.
Above: Participants examine a snake  
skin during a Behind-the-Scenes Tour.  
Photos: V. DeWitt

Adults-Only Evening



Monday, April 13
6:30 p.m.

Free popcorn, fun and  
prize giveaways!

Adult: $8.95 
Children (3-11): $6.95
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Member-exclusive IMAX® double feature

Visit www.neaq.org/memberIMAX for details  
and to purchase tickets.

Experience our two newest films Humpback Whales 3D and Secret Ocean 3D 
featuring the biggest and smallest residents of the oceans at our

Please note that IMAX passes and  
rainchecks may not be used for  

this special event.

We have more than 
100,000 followers on Facebook.  
Are you one of them?


