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In This Issue
From the President
On World Oceans Day, my colleagues
and I announced the launch of the
Anderson Cabot Center for Ocean Life at
the New England Aquarium, a groundbreaking initiative designed to expand the
Aquarium’s cutting-edge applied marine
research and data-driven conservation
solutions and reduce human impact on the
world’s vital and vibrant oceans.
At the June 8 launch event of the Anderson
Cabot Center were benefactors Linda Cabot
and Ed Anderson for whom it’s named. Our
story on Linda and Ed’s commitment to the
Aquarium and the blue planet appears on
page 7. We’re so grateful to have such ocean
champions in our midst.
Our featured speaker at the reception,
award-winning National Geographic
photographer and Aquarium Explorerin-Residence Brian Skerry, took us on a
visual journey showcasing vital and vibrant
oceans while highlighting our commitment
to ocean conservation. Brian’s stunning
photography also graces the cover of this
issue of blue and illustrates our story about
the Anderson Cabot Center for Ocean Life
on pages 4-7.
This summer we are debuting a sleek new
website to make planning your visit even
easier. So before you bring your family to
Central Wharf to see the giant Pacific
octopus and cuttlefish, both part of our
new Tentacles Take Hold program, be
sure to visit www.neaq.org for the most
up-to-date information.
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Our members, donors, and corporate
sponsors make it possible for us to do all
the vital work that we do. Thank you.
We hope you’ll join us at the Aquarium
for summer fun.
Sincerely,
New England Aquarium Proudly Recognizes Our Lead Sponsors

Nigella Hillgarth,
President and CEO

At the Aquarium

Spring Has Sprung—
Babies!
As spring flowered into the bountiful
bloom of summer, several of the next
generation of animals at the New
England Aquarium also flourished,
educating visitors about the cycle of
life on our blue planet. They will play
a larger role during an exciting summer
at the Aquarium.

A seascape of colorful coral.
Photo: Brian Skerry

@neaq.org
Dive into a sea of resources online at www.neaq.org.
The website is full of conservation information, animal
facts, and details that will help you plan your next trip
to the Aquarium.
On the cover: The New England Aquarium’s
Right Whale Research team
Photo: Brian Skerry
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is an experienced mom having raised
three other chicks. Most of the little
blue youngsters are already in the firstfloor exhibit, and the rest will join the
colony later in the summer.

Lastly, a flamboyant cuttlefish is
the talk of the Living Coral exhibit.
Although it may only grow
An Aquarium staffer
to be 2 or 3 inches long
recently filmed
and live just a few
a brownbanded
months, it sure can
bamboo shark laying
make a spectacle as
an egg in The Trust
it quickly changes
Family Foundation
color if it perceives
Shark and Ray Touch
a threat. Hatched
Tank (check out the
from eggs collected
video on our Exhibit
last fall here at
Galleries Blog). It was
the Aquarium, our
a special moment that not
cephalopod has been on
A flamboyant cuttlefish
everyone gets to see. Egg
exhibit since late May
recently hatched at
cases are frequently found
after growing behind
the Aquarium.
in the exhibit, and most are
the scenes and bucking
hatched behind the scenes. Some are
the odds. Only a handful of aquariums
put on display while the embryo grows. have successfully hatched this species.
The shark nursery is the next stop for
See our other cuttlefish this summer as
these youngsters. And when they get
Tentacles Take Hold at the Aquarium!
old enough, the sharks graduate to the
And while you’re here, be sure to
shark and ray tank.
welcome our other bounty of babies
Five adorable little blue penguins—the at Central Wharf.
world’s smallest species of penguin,
which is from Australia—hatched from — Jon Kinson
their eggs at the end of January. Two
of the little ones
made their
media debuts
just before
Mother’s Day
in a video
celebrating
mothers around
the world,
including
their own.
In fact, their
mom, 9-yearold Carnac
II, was also
hatched here
These little blue penguins successfully hatched this spring
in Boston. She at the Aquarium.
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cool jobs
—Emily Bauernfeind

John Mandelman, Ph.D.
Vice President, Anderson Cabot Center for Ocean Life at the New England Aquarium
Chief Scientist, Fisheries and Habitat Conservation

John Mandelman, Ph.D., is as
comfortable in quiet, carpeted offices
discussing policy with New England
Aquarium leadership as he is sporting
bulky, orange, foul-weather gear on the
deck of a pitching fishing boat. That’s
what makes him uniquely suited to head
up the new Anderson Cabot Center
for Ocean Life at the New England
Aquarium, a groundbreaking initiative
designed to expand the Aquarium’s
cutting-edge applied marine research
and data-driven conservation solutions.
“My job with the Anderson Cabot Center
is to help shape its growth over the
years ahead,” said John. “Ultimately,
it will harness the strengths of our
already robust science and conservation
programs to help shape and inform
meaningful ocean conservation.”
He added that engagement—with
strategic partnerships, policymakers,
and the public—will be a big part of
the Anderson Cabot Center’s mission.
(Turn to page 4 for full details.)
John’s position will entail plenty of
liaising with the staff and leadership
team at the Aquarium, funders, and
researchers. He also intends to expand
collaboration among stakeholders,
scientists, policymakers, engineers,
fishermen, conservation advocates,
and the seafood industry. The goal is
to apply science-based solutions to
human-made threats. John also hopes
the Anderson Cabot Center will branch
out into new veins of marine research
by attracting more scientists who can
continue their work and contribute their
knowledge to many of the research
projects already underway here.
One of the research focuses at
the Anderson Cabot Center is
bycatch. Among his interests in 17
years of research is the survival
of local fish caught and released
by recreational fishermen. This
collaborative research brings together
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John Mandelman handles a nurse shark in the Bahamas so the team can collect a blood
sample, which they will later analyze to evaluate the animal’s health.

scientists from the Aquarium, the
Massachusetts Division of Marine
Fisheries, University of Massachusetts
Dartmouth, and the University of New
England—exemplifying the cooperation
already existing between Aquarium
researchers and outside partners.

As fish are caught, they are tagged
using various methods—both hightech and conventional—to determine
what happens to fish that get thrown
back in accordance with catch-limit
regulations. John and his team have
focused on local species such as

haddock and the iconic Atlantic cod.
Days in the field begin in the wee hours
as the researchers drive to fishing ports
in southern New Hampshire and Cape
Ann. The data collection commences
when the researchers-turned-fishermen
begin reeling in fish. They collect
information such as the lengths of time
it took to haul the fish onto the boat
and remove the hook and the fish’s
size and general appearance. Before
releasing the fish back into the water,
each is fitted with a small tag that has
a phone number so future fishermen
can call and report their catch should
they happen to pull up that fish later.
Some fish also receive an
acoustic tag that can be
picked up by buoys
in the area, letting
researchers track the
general movement
of the fish within a
particular zone.
If the fish doesn’t
move from a spot
for a certain length of
time or is swept along
the track of the current in
the days after the catch, the
researchers surmise the fish died after
it had been caught and released.
“We’re really just scratching the
surface on this kind of research,”
John said. “We will continue to explore
the many unanswered questions
regarding the impact of recreational
and commercial catch-and-release
fishing in the Gulf of Maine.”

John hands a haddock to Emily Jones, assistant scientist, for data collection during field
research. Inset: Emily measures the length of each fish, visually assesses its health, checks
for injuries, and fits the small tags on the fish before releasing it back into the ocean.
Below: Haddock (Melanogrammus aeglefinus). Photos: Steve de Neef

this here as well as
excellent research
partners outside
the Aquarium. But
this collaborative
research is just one
piece of the puzzle
in understanding
our oceans, its
ecosystems, and
resources. In my position,
I’ll also oversee all the mission-based
science taking place across the
Anderson Cabot Center and strategize

how best to use our solid science for
engagement and to inform policy.”
As a person who grew up spending
summers at the beach and fishing
with his family, John has a stake in
protecting the oceans for his young
family and generations to come. Both
through his research and his new role
at the helm of the Anderson Cabot
Center for Ocean Life, he is poised
to effect meaningful change and
advocacy for vital and vibrant oceans.

The gnarly-toothed cusk is the next
species they will track. John’s team
members are analyzing data from their
cod and haddock studies. Through
partnerships with local resource
managers and the recreational
fishing industry, their findings
will inform best practices for
recreational fishermen and
hopefully give cod and
other locally important
species a better
chance at survival.
“What’s great about
my position at the Anderson
Cabot Center is that I can still be
involved in my research,” said John.
“I have an amazing team working on

Learn more about John’s research on the discard
mortality of Atlantic cod on the blogs!
www.neaq.org/CodBlogs
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catalysts for change
—Amy MacKinnon

Aquarium Launches the
Anderson Cabot
Center for Ocean Life
What better way to celebrate World Oceans
Day at the New England Aquarium than
with the launch of a new scientific center
at Central Wharf. At a June 8 ceremony,
Aquarium President and CEO Dr. Nigella
Hillgarth announced the founding of one
of the Aquarium’s most important initiatives
in its nearly 50-year history—the Anderson
Cabot Center for Ocean Life at the New
England Aquarium. It was named in honor
of longtime Aquarium benefactors and
guests Linda Cabot and Ed Anderson.
“Their farsighted generosity is
extraordinary,” said Hillgarth. “We’re
so grateful to have such ocean champions
in our midst.”
Accompanied by featured speaker and
National Geographic photographer
Brian Skerry, Hillgarth shared the
vision for the Anderson Cabot Center at
an evening reception held at the Simons
IMAX® Theatre.
She said the Anderson Cabot Center will
focus on four main areas of research and
policy initiatives: Fisheries and Aquaculture
Solutions, Marine Mammal Research and
Conservation, Habitat and Ecosystem
Health, and Marine Animal Health. All
are topics Aquarium scientists have studied
for decades. The Anderson Cabot Center,
however, will do so with the purpose of
shaping international conservation policy
based on innovative scientific research.
“The New England Aquarium has done
excellent research and conservation work
for 40 years,” said Hillgarth. “So the idea
of combining our strengths to create a
center of excellence that can focus on
solving some of the anthropogenic problems
of the oceans was the right thing to do.”
Anderson Cabot Center Vice President
John Mandelman, who has been with the
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Aquarium for 17 years and previously
served as its director of research, said
this strategy of building a scientific
institution on the strong foundation of
the internationally renowned work of the
New England Aquarium would have a
meaningful impact on science and the
public’s response to that science.
“Ultimately we want to unite two
traditionally distinct, yet powerful
programs to support the mission of the
Aquarium and increase our capacity to
mitigate human impact on our oceans
through rigorous science,” said
Mandelman. “The Anderson Cabot
Center can set itself apart as an urban

research institution by leveraging the
Aquarium’s reach, its reputation,
educational resources, and respect within
the greater community in order to conduct
important research to protect our oceans.”
The Anderson Cabot Center chose its
four areas of focus because they’re where
Aquarium researchers have had the
strongest influence and where they believe
it can effect the greatest impact on climate
change. In addressing human stressors on
marine mammals and animals, fisheries
conservation, and habitat and ecosystem
health, Hillgarth said, the Anderson
Cabot Center would ensure vital and
vibrant oceans for generations to come.
“By focusing on areas where we can make
a difference, we’re helping the ocean to
withstand the effects of climate change,”
said Hillgarth. “Now more than ever.”

Fisheries and
Aquaculture
Solutions
Aquarium researchers know
that finding workable solutions
to today’s ocean challenges
requires rigorous science in the
lab—and strong relationships
in the field. By combining the
two, Aquarium scientists are
making remarkable advances
in fisheries conservation.
Collaborating with fishermen,
other institutions, and engineers,
the Aquarium has devoted
decades to researching the
health of our nation’s fisheries
and discovered successful
conservation solutions to
improve fishing techniques.
Now when fishermen cast their
nets, they can target a particular
species of fish and reduce the
threat of accidentally catching
those marine animals they
don’t want. Known as bycatch,
these marine animals—fishes,
sea turtles, and even marine
mammals—have seen their
survival rates increase as
a result.
These proven techniques
have reduced conflicts
between humans and marine
animals, and will serve as
a model for the Anderson Cabot
Center for Ocean Life to improve
fishing practices globally.
The Anderson Cabot Center is
also focused on discovering
the best ways to develop
sustainable aquaculture—think
shrimp farming. By exploring this
promising field, the Anderson
Cabot Center hopes to fulfill its
goal of easing human stressors
on the world’s fisheries.

A dead scalloped hammerhead shark is caught
in a gillnet. Photo: Brian Skerry

A fisherman shows only a few shrimp caught after hours of towing his net but many
kilograms of bycatch. Photo: Brian Skerry

Marine Mammal
Research and Conservation
When Aquarium scientists began
researching North Atlantic right
whales 35 years ago, there were
only about 300 left, making them
one of the most endangered
animals in the world. Certainly
19th century whaling had
contributed to their decline, but
scientists needed to understand
what kept their numbers so low
decades after it became illegal
to hunt them. Reseachers knew,
too, that if the species were to
survive, it would be up to the
Aquarium to figure out how
to save the whales.
Using cutting-edge
marine science and
their relationships in
the field, they got
to work. Aquarium
researchers soon
learned accidental
commercial
ship strikes and
unintentional
fishing gear
entanglement
are the leading
causes of death
for this critically
endangered
and beloved
whale.
When it
came
to ship

strikes, the Aquarium engaged
policymakers in both the U.S.
and Canada, convincing them
that by moving international
shipping lanes out of right
whales’ essential habitats,
more whales would likely survive.
They were right. This simple
shift is believed to reduce
ship strikes by 90 percent.
Now Aquarium scientists—
working with fishermen, other
researchers, engineers, and
the National Marine Fisheries
Service—are well on their way
to developing promising gear
technology that will reduce the
risk of entanglement by reducing
rope strength. Nearly 83 percent
of right whales show signs of
having been entangled in pot
gear and gillnets at least once,
and a disturbing 59 percent have
been entangled more than once.
The Aquarium’s decades of
work is already showing signs of
success. The population of North
Atlantic right whales is currently
estimated to be more than 450.
This is exactly the kind of work
the Anderson Cabot Center for
Ocean Life will continue to do,
using the Aquarium’s successes
with the right whale as a model
for protecting multiple marine
mammals facing similar threats.

A North Atlantic right whale mother swims with her calf. Photo: Brian Skerry
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catalysts for change
Habitat and
Ecosystem Health
For more than a decade, the
Aquarium’s Marine Conservation
Action Fund has sponsored
small projects to huge effect.
It has provided small grants
to scientists and grassroots
organizations in developing
countries where a few dollars
can have a greater impact on
conservation projects. From
saving river dolphins in Pakistan
to creating a marine mammal
stranding network in Iran to
protecting manta rays in Peru
and Sri Lanka, MCAF’s model
has proven effective in solving
local conservation problems
that have wider implications for
marine animal and ocean health.
Using MCAF as a model, the
Anderson Cabot Center for
Ocean Life can expand its
small-scale conservation
projects that have big-time
impacts on local communities—
the greater ecosystem.

A manta ray leaps in the Sea of Cortez.
Below: A loggerhead turtle forages in a seagrass bed in Belize. Photos: Brian Skerry.

Please visit the Anderson Cabot Center for Ocean Life at the New England Aquarium
on the web at www.andersoncabotcenterforoceanlife.org to learn more.
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Marine
Animal Health
The world’s oceans face
unprecedented stressors—
climate change, wind farms,
underwater noise, pollution,
coastal development—and
researchers at the Anderson
Cabot Center for Ocean Life
are working to understand and
address these human impacts.
The survival of many marine
species and ecosystems,
especially endangered species,
requires minimizing the
pressure humans place on the
world’s oceans. To do so, the
Anderson Cabot Center will
build on the Aquarium’s clinical
research on cold-stunned
sea turtles, shell disease
in lobsters, and emerging
endocrinology in marine
species. Only when Anderson
Cabot Center scientists know
the cause of the problem can
they create the solution.
Using the Aquarium’s successes
in reducing harm to North
Atlantic right whales and bycatch
as models, the Anderson Cabot
Center will develop innovative
ways to improve all marine
animal health through science
and global collaboration. We
hope you’ll get onboard with
the Anderson Cabot Center’s
mission to ensure a future for the
oceans in which resources are
used sustainably, critical species
and habitats are protected, and
ecosystems are managed wisely.

Linda Cabot and Ed Anderson,
Ocean Champions
All life depends on the
oceans for survival.
They are a significant
source of oxygen
and protein to both
marine and terrestrial
life, and serve as
buffers to climate
change.
Yet the health of the world’s
oceans is threatened by human activity.
On a global scale, overfishing, habitat
loss, and agricultural, pharmaceutical,
acoustic, and plastic pollution are
altering our oceans.
Longtime Aquarium supporters
Linda Cabot and Ed Anderson
understand well the threats to our
blue planet. Regarding their gift
establishing the Anderson Cabot
Center for Ocean Life at the
New England Aquarium, Aquarium
President and CEO Dr. Nigella
Hillgarth said they are “true ocean
champions whose generosity will
support research and conservation
work that will make a difference
today—and for generations to come.”
Elected to the New England Aquarium
Board of Trustees in 2014, Cabot
previously served as an overseer and on
the Planning and Mission Committees.
As a visual artist and documentarian,
Cabot wrote and directed “From the
Bow Seat” and then founded From
the Bow Seat Ocean Awareness
Programs to inspire and support the
next generation.
Together, Cabot and Anderson, founder
of North Bridge Venture Partners, have
devoted their lives to the oceans. Read
why, in Cabot’s own words, she and
her husband chose the New England
Aquarium to secure their legacy as
ocean protectors.
“As lifelong sailors, my husband and
I came to both love and respect the
ocean. Not only do we appreciate the

spectacular beauty of
the seas, we also
find a spiritual
uplifting by
being near the
water. We came
to understand
that the ocean
is not boundless nor
is it as healthy as it would
appear from the surface, indeed the
ocean is vulnerable.
“It is concerning to understand the
great harm caused by overfishing,
habitat loss, ocean pollution,
acidification, and climate change.
The ocean is the earth’s life force in
many ways, in terms of providing
nearly half the oxygen we breathe,
protein for most of humankind, and
in determining our weather.
“There are tipping points, there
is a time to take action, there is a
necessity to try to address these issues.
We feel now a sense of urgency like
never before.
“As both an overseer and a trustee of
the New England Aquarium, I have
seen the tremendous research work and
conservation efforts that the Aquarium
has undertaken to help our oceans.
The Aquarium’s commitment to both
understanding and conserving our
blue planet is steadfast and strong.
“We feel that the Aquarium is
in a position to be a national
leader in ocean conservation and
raising awareness. We have great
confidence in this beloved Boston
institution to make a difference in our
world. There is a blossoming of interest
and support for our oceans like never
before and we are thrilled to be a part
of the Anderson Cabot Center for
Ocean Life.
“Great work is going to come from
this important mission!”
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future ocean protectors
Ocean animal fun facts for young readers

On Central Wharf, we’re in the grips of a fascinating summer program all about

An
octopus with eight deft limbs, a jelly trailing lacy tendrils,
tentacles. Many different kinds of ocean animals have these wriggly, strong,
and a chambered nautilus sporting a wriggling maw—
and mysterious limbs. Let’s learn about the tentacled residents of the Aquarium!
Get out your crayons and pencils, and color some of the animals featured
on these pages.

GIANT PACIFIC OCTOPUS
Enteroctopus dofleini

The suction cups on my arms help
me to taste and smell.
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PACIFIC SEA NETTLE
Chrysaora fuscescens

I have no brain, bones, or heart,
but more than 20 maroon tentacles.

COMMON CUTTLEFISH
Sepia officinalis

I can change the color, pattern, and
texture of my skin for camouflage.

CHAMBERED NAUTILUS
Nautilus pompilius

I am one of the few cephalopods
with an external shell.
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members’ notes

Spring Event

Wrap-Up

Aquarium events left members abuzz this spring with Dive In!, our first-ever
spring Fin & Tonic, and the live blue™ Service Corps’ cleanup weekend. If you
missed these or other great events, never fear as we’ve got more in store for
the summer and fall. Check out www.neaq.org/memberevents for the current list.

Dive In!
During school vacation week, families
were clamoring to see Anna, our
beautiful giant Pacific octopus,
in the brand new Olympic Coast
exhibit, and guests at our April
Dive In! evening weren’t disappointed.
Hundreds of members also got to see
the new red octopuses, the amazing
cuttlefish, and more—all part of the
Aquarium’s tentacles-themed program.

RiverWalk
Cleanup
We continue to be blown away by the
generosity and live blue™ spirit of our
members! Thank you to everyone who
rolled up their sleeves and pitched in
on Earth Day Weekend to clean up the
Quincy RiverWalk along the Neponset
River. Learn more about the Aquarium’s
live blue™ Service Corp and upcoming
opportunities to get involved at
www.neaq.org/volunteer.

Spring
Fin & Tonic
On May 4, the Fourth was with more
than 800 members and their guests as
they enjoyed an adults-only Aquarium
evening filled with delectable nibbles
and libations, tentacles-themed
activities, and even a peek behind
the scenes to see what it takes to
keep the 200,000-gallon Giant
Ocean Tank running.

Great
White Shark
Scientist
Sightings
It’s not every day
that our members
can meet both a
science writer
who is a National
Book Award
finalist and one of
the region’s top shark researchers,
but on June 12 we did it! Our thanks
to author Sy Montgomery and
Dr. Greg Skomal for their fascinating
stories about these amazing,
much-misunderstood creatures.
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Summer
Visiting Tips
Summer is a great time to visit
Central Wharf! Whether it’s to set
sail on a Whale Watch adventure,
beat the heat in the Simons IMAX
Theatre, or to share your Aquarium
favorites with family and friends,
make the most of every warmweather visit by following our
Member Visiting Tips.

New England Aquarium

Whale Watch

It’s high season for whale watching, and our members
receive discounts on tickets! So spend a few hours cruising
on the open water to Stellwagen Bank and see for
yourself the majestic creatures that migrate here.

• Take advantage of summer hours
July 1 through August 31: 9 a.m. to
6 p.m. Sunday through Thursday,
9 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Fridays and
Saturdays!
• Avoid peak crowds by planning
your Aquarium visit before
10:30 a.m. or after 3:30 p.m.
• Be sure to check www.neaq.org
before you leave home for latebreaking alerts about hours and
your favorite exhibits.
• Have your active membership
card in hand to expedite admission
and ensure you receive all your
discounts! (Time to renew? Do
it conveniently online before you
arrive so you’ll be ready to hit the
ground running.)
For more tips, visit us online.
www.neaq.org

The Reef, the Aquarium’s
open-air restaurant, is open!
Come enjoy the harbor breeze
while you eat and drink,
or rent The Reef for a
summer company gathering
or family celebration.

Go online to find out what animals are being spotted on a
New England Aquarium Whale Watch. whalewatch.neaq.org
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July

Get Even Closer

to our residents with these Animal Encounter programs!

Paint with the Seals

7/21

(for ages 7 and older)

See firsthand the artistic abilities of our
harbor seals and take home a beautiful
memento of your close encounter.

Protecting Sawfish in Mozambique
A Lecture by Ruth Leeney
7 p.m.

Cost: $135 per person for a large painting
for members, $150 per person plus Aquarium
admission for non-members
$90 per person for a small painting for
members, $100 per person plus Aquarium
admission for non-members

Sawfishes are some of
the most endangered
of all sharks and rays.
Ruth Leeney, a New
England Aquarium Marine
Conservation Action Fund Fellow, will
speak about her work to study sawfish
populations and the threats they face in
the wild.
Registration requested.
www.neaq.org/aquariumlectures

One of our talented harbor seals shows off
its painting skills.

Meet Myrtle

(for ages 12 and older)
Myrtle the green sea turtle is our most
famous resident. This encounter gives you
a deep understanding of her home—the
sparkling Giant Ocean Tank. You’ll start with
a personalized tour up the exhibit’s spiral
ramp with staff members who know Myrtle
and her tankmates best. Slip behind the
scenes for a peek at the science, technology,
and husbandry necessary to manage this
200,000-gallon exhibit. A highlight of the
experience is a chance to go onto the
platform where surface feedings take place.
You might serve up fish to barracuda, krill
to needlefish, or even a head of lettuce to
Myrtle herself.

August
8/24

12

Cost: $110 per person for members,
$125 plus admission for non-members
A feeding at the top of the Giant Ocean Tank
is a highlight of the Meet Myrtle program.

Take a Behindthe-Scenes Tour
(for ages 7 and older)

Find out what it takes to care for our
animals and exhibits. You’ll learn what our
animals eat, how we maintain their tanks,
how we nurse sick animals back to health,
and other insider tidbits on our Behind-theScenes Tour. Tours last 30 to 45 minutes.
Cost: $18 per person for members,
$20 plus admission for non-members

Photo: V. DeWitt

Leave the kids at home and enjoy an
evening of cocktails, music, and
hors d’oeuvres as you saunter
among the fascinating fishes.
Feel free to celebrate
summer at this
special
memberexclusive event
by donning your
best summer hat.
Make it fun, festive,
and get creative.
We’ll be taking a group
photo at 8 p.m., so here is your chance
to dazzle!
Attendees must be age 21 or older.
Registration required, $10 per person.
Maximum eight tickets per membership.
Ticketing opens Tuesday, August 2, at
noon. www.neaq.org/memberevents

Photo: V. DeWitt

Summer Fin & Tonic
6:30 p.m - 9:00 p.m.

Participants examine a snake skin during a
Behind-the-Scenes Tour.

Visitors younger than 18 must be accompanied by a ticketed adult.
Call Reservations at 617-973-5206 to book. Visit us online. www.neaq.org

September
Give Your Kids an Underwater
Learning Adventure!
Exciting programs with Aquarium educators
Sea Squirts Ages 2 – 4
Learn about the blue planet alongside your young child.
Each hour-long play program focuses on developing
motor and language skills, encourages early
science skills, and includes play, songs,
and activities. Classes are held in the
Aquarium’s Ocean Center.
Sea Squirts Preview

September: Ocean Motion
October: Ocean Adventurers
November: Polar Animals

Check out this introduction
to Sea Squirts for children
ages 12 to 24 months.
Starts October 24

FEE PER SERIES: $55 for members,
$100 for non-members*
* Non-member fee includes Aquarium admission. A $2 service fee
will be added to each reservation for non-members.

For more information, call 617-226-2149 or write to kids.ed@neaq.org.

Coming up

Fish, Fun, and Fright!
Friday, October 28
6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Celebrate the creepy, crawly
critters of the deep at our annual
member family favorite, Fish, Fun,
and Fright Halloween party.
Blaze your trail throughout
the Aquarium to discover
our many trick-or-treat
locations, activity stations,
and more. And, of course,
strut your stuff in our madcap
costume contest for your chance
to take home top prizes!

Learn more at www.neaq.org/memberevents.
Ticketing for this event opens Thursday, September 29.

Films
Galapagos 3D:
Nature’s
Wonderland

39 minutes
Take the trip of
a lifetime with
Galapagos
3D: Nature’s
Wonderland.
Watch iguanas
claw their
way along the
seafloor. Swim
with tropical
penguins.
Wallow with grunting giant tortoises—all on
New England’s largest screen. Meet the animals
that gave us a greater understanding of life on
our blue planet.

Great White Shark 3D
40 minutes
Get ready for a shark’s-eye
view as you plunge straight
into the underwater world
of nature’s most renowned
predator. Skip the shark cage;
discover the importance of
this spectacular species and
explore our blue planet.

Humpback Whales 3D
40 minutes
Fifty tons of jaw-dropping
adventure is splashing
down at the Simon’s IMAX®
Theatre—and that’s just from
one whale. Bring the entire
family on an epic journey
featuring never-before-seen
footage of these school-bussized marvels inches from your face in brilliant
IMAX 3D.

Patron-level members and above receive a select
number of one-time-use IMAX e-passes, and all
members receive discounts on ticket prices!
Tickets

Purchase member tickets at any Aquarium ticketing
location or by phone at 617-973-5200.
Films, prices, and showtimes are subject to change.

Rentals

Private screening and facility rentals, call 617-720-5104.

Parties

IMAX birthday parties, call 617-973-6508.

Check www.neaq.org for a complete list
of films and showtimes!
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Why should kids have all the fun?
Join us for our summer

Fin & Tonic
An Adults-Only, Member-Exclusive Evening

August 24, 2016
6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Tickets required. Details, page 12.

