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Journeying to fur seal rookeries in Alaska

Making the Aquarium’s volunteer programs work
Cleaning house the natural way
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Northern fur seals rest among the rocks of a St. Paul Island rookery.  
Photo: P. Schilling/NEAq, taken under NMFS permit #782-1708 

From the President

As cooler temperatures and colorful leaves 
appeared on Central Wharf this fall, so 
did the lines of yellow buses depositing 
school groups on our plaza, reminding 
me daily of the New England Aquarium’s 
value as a resource for ocean education. 

That educational experience isn’t limited  
to the exhibits. Our army of Aquarium  
volunteers can be found spreading the 
word about ocean conservation through-
out eastern Massachusetts. (Read more 
about our volunteer programs on page 2.)

Much of the Aquarium’s valuable work  
is less visible, but no less important.  
Our researchers continue working to  
save critically endangered North Atlantic 
right whales from extinction. Their  
considerable efforts were featured in  
depth this fall in a cover story entitled 
“The Whale Savers” in The Christian  
Science Monitor Weekly.

Recently I wrote about another aspect of  
the Aquarium’s conservation leadership  
for BostonGlobe.com, commenting on  
the decade-long designation of marine  
protection to vast areas of ocean. It’s a 
promising strategy that has roots in the 
formation of the Phoenix Islands  
Protected Area in 2008 by the nation of 
Kiribati with help from the Aquarium 
and Conservation International. 

Together we are taking on some of the 
most difficult problems our planet faces, 
and we are making a difference. Without 
members like you, none of these efforts 
would be possible. Thank you so much  
for all you do. 

Sincerely,

Nigella Hillgarth, 
President and CEO
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The Fish  
that Came in  
from the Cold

That’s because, thanks to the 
powerful Gulf Stream current, 
larval and juvenile tropical fishes 
are swept up to New England 
every year during the summer 
months. These beauties can’t 
survive the low water temperatures 
as winter sets in, but some lucky 
southern visitors are found and 
scooped up by Aquarium divers 
and brought to the welcoming 
waters of our holding tanks at the 
Animal Care Center in Quincy. 
There the little fishes are given 
a chance to grow big enough to 
move into one of the exhibits in the 
main building on Central Wharf.

This fall divers visited a few sites 
near Jamestown and Newport, 
collecting animals that included  
12 spotfin butterflyfish (Chaetodon 
ocellatus), two planehead filefish 
(Stephanolepis hispidus) and one 
short bigeye (Pristigenys alta). Be 
on the lookout, you just might see 
some of them on your next visit.

—Ann Cortissoz

Short bigeye  
(Pristigenys alta) 

Illustration: S. Landry

On the cover: Northern fur seal (Callorhinus usinus) 
Photo: © John Gibbens/SeaPics.com
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In order to reach waters where 
they will see tropical fish, our 
divers usually have to get on a 
plane and travel to Florida or 
Belize or the Bahamas.  
But every fall, all they have 
to do is jump in a car and 
drive to Rhode Island to swim 
with the tropical fishes. 

@neaq.org
Dive into a sea of resources online. www.neaq.org  
The website is full of conservation information, 
animal facts and details that will help you plan  
your next trip to the Aquarium.

Throughout this issue of blue, look for  
this icon to point out items that you can  
explore further on our website.

Planehead filefish  
(Stephanolepis hispidus) 

Illustration: L. deLeiris

Spotfin butterflyfish  
(Chaetodon ocellatus) 

Illustration: S. Landry



No matter your availability or interests, 
there are opportunities for everyone 
to volunteer with the Aquarium.

cool jobs
—Emily Bauernfeind
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Lace Garland, 
Supervisor of Volunteer Programs

Aquarium Volunteers (18+)
Our volunteers include students, professionals 
and ocean enthusiasts. Many of our employees 
also started out as volunteers! Whether you’re 
penguin obsessed or you love to teach or you 
find stuffing envelopes cathartic, you’ll make 
a difference in the daily happenings around 
Central Wharf as an Aquarium volunteer. 

live blue™  Service Corps (18+)
Love the Aquarium and aquatic habitats but 
don’t have the time to commit one day per week 
to volunteer? Join our Service Corps and you’ll 
be plugged in to learn about one-day service 
events, like beach cleanups and removing 
invasive species from local habitats.

live blue™  Ambassadors (teens)
This service-learning program is for teens 
ages 14 to 18 who are interested in serving the 
Aquarium’s mission beyond Central Wharf. 
Participants will take part in a variety of 
activities, which may include habitat cleanup 
and restoration, public education and outreach 
and citizen science.

The Volunteer Office is currently exploring 
opportunities for families to participate.  
Stay tuned to our website for more information. 
You’ll also find answers to frequently asked 
questions and an online application form—for 
those of you who are ready to take the plunge! 
www.neaq.org

There’s no question that volunteers make the Aquarium 
tick. From the enthusiastic person engaging visitors to 
the canoer pulling armfuls of invasive weeds from the 
Mystic River, volunteers are a driving force behind the 
Aquarium’s ocean conservation efforts.

“Service at the Aquarium isn’t all about getting tasks 
accomplished. It also connects people to the big 
picture—protecting the blue planet,” explains Lace 
Garland, the supervisor of Volunteer Programs. 
“The person who scrubs rocks in the penguin exhibit 
is also an ambassador for the Aquarium who can share 
our mission.”

Lace and her team have the important role of 
organizing the army of individuals generous enough 
to donate their time and energy. There are a lot of 
them. In 2014 alone, more than 1,000 volunteers put in 
110,000 hours. These individuals volunteer one day a 
week for at least six months, but many continue to serve 
for years. The longest-serving volunteer has been with 
the Aquarium for 46 years. Lace puts it bluntly, “The 
Aquarium would cease to exist without our volunteers.”

With her background in mobilizing volunteers at 
other local zoos and later at Boston Cares, Lace is well 
equipped to handle the challenge. “Service is really 
integrated into the culture of this institution. These are 
folks who have made a choice to commit to our mission. 
I feel honored to work with such an incredible core.” 

Now Lace is engaging even more people in our 
mission. The newly formed live blue™ Service Corps 
engages people who may not have the time to devote 
to a traditional volunteer role. Through a grant from 
the Institute for Museum and Library Services, 
the Aquarium works with partner organizations, 
organizing single-day events with learning components 
and opportunities to roll up your sleeves and make a 
difference in the area. Beach cleanups and invasive 
species removal are among the projects tackled this year.

Lace and the entire Aquarium community are grateful 
for the time and effort that our volunteers donate every 
year. It’s a staggering and humbling number. But Lace 
isn’t stopping there. “There are a lot of people who want 
to serve, and I want to remove the barriers that make it 
difficult to volunteer with the Aquarium. We want to 
help people make a difference for our blue planet.”
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In 2014 alone, more than 1,000 
volunteers put in 110,000 hours!

Above:  Summer 2014 interns
Below and inset: Many volunteers have 

hands-on experience working 
with animals.

Lace and her team in Volunteer Programs 
celebrate their volunteers and interns, 
whom they call volunterns.
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live blue TM

Fab four ingredients
Baking soda
cleans, deodorizes, softens water, scours

Lemon
one of the strongest food acids, effective 
against most household bacteria

White vinegar
cuts grease, removes mildew, odors, some 
stains and wax build-up

Borax (sodium borate) 
cleans, deodorizes, disinfects, softens water, 
cleans wallpaper, painted walls and f loors

Also keep a few essential oils, such as 
lavender, lemon and tea tree, on hand to 
add a pleasant aroma to your cleaners.

The landscape outside in January and February might be a winter wonderland, but 
inside, the closed windows and doors, the snow-soaked clothes, the muddy boots 
and the wet pets can make for a house full of unpleasant odors. The temptation to 
break out the industrial-strength cleaners and air fresheners can be overwhelming, 
but if you do that you could be taking your home from smelly to hazardous.

Cleanin’ Natural
Instead of fi lling the 
air with chemicals, try 
going the natural route. 
There are a few basic 
ingredients that you can 
use—either alone or in 
combination—throughout 
your house to clean, 
freshen and disinfect. 
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Recipes for a clean house
The fab four ingredients work well on 
their own, but in combination they are 
terrific. Here are a few suggestions.

All-Purpose Cleaner 
Mix 1/2 cup vinegar and 1/4 cup 
baking soda (or 2 teaspoons borax) 
into 1/2 gallon water. Store and keep. 
Use for removal of water deposit stains 
on shower stall panels, bathroom 
chrome fixtures, windows, bathroom 
mirrors, etc. 

Window Cleaner 
Mix 1/4 cup vinegar, 2 cups water and 
a squirt of liquid Castile soap in a spray 
bottle. Spritz windows and wipe with a 
sheet of newspaper.

Tub and Tile Cleaner
For simple cleaning, rub in baking soda 
with a damp sponge and rinse with 
fresh water. For tougher jobs, wipe 
surfaces with vinegar first and follow 
with baking soda as a scouring powder. 
Vinegar can break down tile grout, so 
use sparingly.

Garbage Disposal Freshener
Cut up a lemon or orange (or both), 
put into disposal and grind. This will 
quickly get rid of any unpleasant odors.

Dishwasher Disinfectant
To disinfect the interior of the machine, 
pour half cup vinegar into the reservoir 
and run an empty cycle. Or place a small 
bowl filled with vinegar on the bottom 
rack and run an empty cycle.

Rust Remover
Sprinkle a little salt on the rust, then 
squeeze a lime over the salt until it is 
well soaked. Leave the mixture on for 
2 to 3 hours. Use leftover rind to scrub 
residue.

Toilet Bowl Cleaner
Mix 1/4 cup baking soda and 1 cup 
vinegar, pour into basin and let it sit for a 
few minutes. Scrub with brush and rinse. 
A mixture of borax (2 parts) and lemon 
juice (one part) will also work. 

—Ann Cortissoz

Low Sodium Streets
You’ve seen the signs along the 
highways: Caution, Reduced Salt 
Area. 

Behind these signs is a local 
watershed or drinking water source 
that’s benefiting from careful 
driving and conscientious de-icing. 

Road crews use salts and sand to 
melt ice and provide traction. But 
come spring, those particles drain 
off the road and cause a host of 
problems in local watersheds and 
drinking wells. Excess salt from 
roadway runoff is harmful to plants 
and animals when it pollutes lakes, 
ponds and streams near highways. 
Killing the vegetation along 
roadways could cause erosion. Sand 
can clog drain pipes, and it also 
picks up pollutants from the cars 
and trucks, which are then deposited 
in waterways.

Engineers are trying new techniques 
for de-icing roads that use less 
salt. Brines and alternative salts 
like magnesium chloride are being 
used in some sensitive areas with 
success. Some municipalities are 
even exploring sugar beets as an 
alternative to rock salt!

CAUTION: 
Reduce Salt 
in Your Area

At Home 
with the Ice
Here are some ways to tackle 
your own slippery sidewalks and 
driveways.

● Remove the snow or 
slush soon after it falls, before 
it’s tamped down by foot or 
car traffic. It’ll be easier to 
shovel and there will be less 
need for chemicals.

● If you must use snow-
melt, read the labels. Sodium 
chloride is one of the chemicals 
to avoid. Products labeled 
“pet-friendly” are non-toxic 
and less harmful to the 
environment.

● Use less de-icer and more 
traction. Non-clumping kitty 
litter, sawdust, ashes and 
sand can be applied to make 
sidewalks safe. You can even 
sweep up the sand in the 
spring to reuse next year!  

— Emily Bauernfeind

Cleanin’ Natural



future ocean protectors
Ocean animal stories for young readers
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There is a small island 
off the coast of Alaska 
called St. Paul Island.  
It is cold and there are 
no trees. But there  
are lots of Northern 
fur seals—more than 
500,000 of them! How 
do we know there are 
that many fur seals?
Each year scientists count the 
newborn seal pups. It is not  
easy to get the right count.  
All the pups look the same.

An Aquarium seal trainer named 
Patty helped do this. She walked 
around St. Paul counting pups and 
shaving some fur off each one’s 
head. Don’t worry, the pups grow 
the hair back as they get older.

Why count  
animals? 

Scientists count animals so 
we know how many there are. 
That helps us all work together 
to protect the animals so 
their numbers can grow.

Counting Seals Alaska

Russia

Anchorage

Bering Sea

St. Paul  
Island

Not yet counted!
These pups do not have a shaved patch of fur 
because scientists have not counted them yet.
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Chiidax, rescued in 2013

Flaherty, born in 2012

Leu, rescued in 2012

Aquarium pups
There are four young fur seals you 
can see when you visit the Aquarium 
with your family! Look at these 
pictures. Can you tell them apart?

Kitovi, born in 2013

Photo Inset: C. Dorr, National Marine Mammal Laboratory, Seattle, taken under NMFS research permit #782-1708

Counted!
Scientists have shaved a patch of 
fur to mark these pups as counted.
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—Emily Bauernfeind

global explorers
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Love Fur Seals, 
Will Travel

“I’ve been lucky enough to travel 
to St. Paul Island three times now,” 
explains Patty, a senior marine 
mammal trainer at the New England 
Aquarium. “It’s a beautiful place, full of 
life, and it provides a rare opportunity 
to observe Northern fur seals in the 
wild. Due to the remote nature of 
this island, and the protected status 
of these animals, most people will 
never have the chance to experience 
St. Paul the way I did. I want to help 
our visitors make that connection.”

The 14-mile-long island hosts a year-
round population of around 400 people 
and around 500,000 fur seals during 
breeding season. As she had done in 
2010 and 2012, Patty traveled more 
than 4,000 miles from Boston to this 
largest of the Pribilof Islands last 
summer. She was volunteering to help 
scientists with the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) conduct research on changes 
in the Northern fur seal population.

Patty, along with a dozen other 
volunteers and researchers, scrambled 
over slippery rocks and carefully 
scooped up young pups to shave a 
small section of guard hair from the 
top of their head. The small mark on 
the pups’ heads was part of a census, 
a way for the research team to keep 
track of the pups and accurately count 
how many seals were born there last 
summer. The research assignments 
called for foul weather gear and 

protective 
gloves, 
because those 
sweet-looking 
young seals 
have very 
sharp teeth!

Other studies 
included 
handling 
wily pups to 
obtain their 
weight and 
length as well 
as counting 
deceased 
pups for a 
mortality study. 
It takes a tough 
individual to 
take on these tasks, and Patty was up 
for the challenge. She had the bruises 
up and down her arms to prove it. 

While Patty was helping the researchers 
obtain critical data, she was also in 
a prime position to expand her own 
understanding of fur seal behavior. 
She spent hours observing the fur 
seal harems, where enormous male 
fur seals stake out a stretch of beach 
and keep watch over several females. 
Those females and their pups remain 
close to the male for the duration of 
the breeding season. Working shoulder 
to shoulder with seasoned scientists, 
Patty was able to ask them about 
particular behaviors and interactions 

she saw taking place on the rookeries. 
This information could then be used to 
better understand the behaviors she 
sees here with our Northern fur seal 
colony at the New England Aquarium. 

Take, for example, the male fur 
seals bumping chests and jostling 
for beach real estate. She sees the 
very same jousting behavior among 
the young pups in the New Balance 
Foundation Marine Mammal Center 
at the Aquarium. The researchers 
explained to Patty that this is the way 
male fur seals interact and compete 
for territory. So the fact that the 
young male pups at the Aquarium are 
exhibiting this behavior should come 
as no surprise. They’re just practicing! 

There’s a tiny wind-blown island in the Bering Sea that Patty Schilling 
wants you to know about. Trees don’t grow here, the unpaved roads are 
scabbed with rocks and snow mixed with heavy winds batter the island in 
the dark days of winter. This dot north of Alaska’s Aleutian Islands is also 
home to some of the world’s largest rookeries for Northern fur seals.

Marine mammal trainer Patty Schilling on St. Paul Island.
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More than 500,000 Northern fur seals 
spend time in the rookeries on 

St. Paul Island every year. Current 
estimates show that these populations are 

decreasing at a rate of approximately 
5 percent every year. Scientists believe 

climate change, entanglement in 
fi shing gear and competition for food 

may be contributing to the drops. 

On Central Wharf, where those young 
seals are scrapping and bumping 
chests, you’ll fi nd Patty working with 
the colony of fur seals on a daily basis—
feeding them, engaging them through 
hands-on training sessions, assisting 
in their medical care, interacting in play 
sessions and even offering a good 
scratch now and then. Now she has the 
added benefi t of looking at the fur seals 
at the Aquarium as someone who’s 
more familiar with wild fur seal behavior. 

“Visiting St. Paul and observing 
thousands of Northern fur seals in the 
rookeries really helped me appreciate 
the complex and fascinating behaviors 
exhibited by the seals at the Aquarium,” 
Patty refl ects. “The journey and the work 
is incredibly tiring, but I’m reminded how 
amazing these animals are, and I come 
back with renewed interest to teach 
people about these animals and 
what we can do to help them.” 
It is her hope to bring the true 
impact of her experiences in 
St. Paul back to the staff 
and visitors here at the 
Aquarium—which cares 
for six of the 10 Northern 
fur seals found in North 
American aquariums—
encouraging 
everyone to learn 
more about these 
unique, rare animals.

Here are some things you can do 
to help fur seals in the wild:
● Combat climate change by 
reducing your carbon footprint. 
Walk or bike more, use energy 
effi cient light bulbs, install 
energy effi cient appliances.

● Seek out sustainably fi shed 
and local seafoods. Visit the 
Aquarium’s Celebrate Seafood 
pages for help with your ocean-
friendly seafood choices. 
www.neaq.org/seafood

● Consider sponsoring a fur seal 
at the Aquarium. Your support 
goes to care for the fur seals 
at the Aquarium, as well as our 
conservation and research efforts 
around the world. 
www.neaq.org/animalsponsorship

 

Check out the Marine Mammal 
Trainers’ blog for more information 
about the Northern fur seals living 
here at the New England Aquarium 
and to learn more about Patty’s 
experiences in St. Paul.
www.neaq.org/blogs 
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Inset above: Sleeping fur seal pup 
Below: A fur seal grooms its fur 
Photos: P. Schilling/NEAq, taken under NMFS 
permit #782-1708
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members’ notes

Photo: B. Skerry

On October 22, 120 ocean 
enthusiasts enjoyed an 
educational evening  
co-sponsored by the New 
England Aquarium and Women 
Working for Oceans (W2O). The 
event featured keynote speaker 
Wendy Benchley, wife of Jaws 
author Peter Benchley and a 
global advocate for sharks, 

and John Mandelman, Ph.D., 
the New England Aquarium’s 
Director of Research/Senior 
Scientist. It is estimated that 
almost 100 million sharks—
majestic apex predators of the 
ocean—are killed each year. 
Guests heard from Wendy and 
John how science and research 
can help our culture appreciate 

Sharks Matter: 
Busting the Jaws Myth with a  
New Script on these Majestic, 

Misunderstood Creatures

The New England Aquarium celebrated  
the arrival of its President and CEO,  
Dr. Nigella Hillgarth, on September 13.

More than 170 Aquarium board members, 
donors and special invited guests enjoyed 
a gorgeous evening on the waterfront that 
featured a sustainable lobster dinner.

After a welcome from Board of Trustees 
Chair Donna Hazard, Dr. Hillgarth spoke 
of her first 90 days at the helm of the 
Aquarium.

Proceeds for the event supported the 
Aquarium’s Conservation and Research 
programs.

Very special thanks to our Leadership  
sponsors of the event:

Donna and Chip Hazard 
Diane Arnold and Dean Goodermote 

Robert Beal 
Barbara and Michael Eisenson 

Kathleen Healy 
Kim Ogden and Frank Huntowski 

Steve and Anne Peacher 
Mary and Peter Renner 

Mintz Levin and EnerNOC  

From left, W20 cofounder Barbara Burgess, Aquarium research 
scientist Dr. John Mandelman, Wendy Benchley and Aquarium 
President Dr. Nigella Hillgarth. Photo: A. Constan

Welcome!  
Dr. Nigella Hillgarth
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For the third year in a row, the Aquarium has fielded a 
team to run in the Boston Marathon. In addition to putting 
in the long miles of training, each runner has committed 
to raising money for the Aquarium’s traveling science 
education programs. These outreach programs bring 
the ocean to 45,000 children in diverse communities and 
schools throughout the Boston area each year. 

New England Aquarium
Marathon Team 2015

Support the Aquarium’s  
Boston Marathon® team

Duuuudes, we had a totally screeching 
beach party for Halloween this year. 
Fish, Fun and Fright rounded up the Big Kahuna, Gidget and a whole lot 
of groovy goblins for a crazy time that included loony limbo and a Spooky 
Science Fair.

Check out more photos from this year’s party online. www.neaq.org/fishfunfright
Photos: SharpShooter

the importance of sharks and  
help protect them. 

In addition to Wendy’s 
leadership and support in 
several ocean conservation 
organizations, she co-founded 
the prestigious Peter Benchley 
Ocean Award, an annual award 
honoring her late husband’s 
legacy, in order to shine 
a light on the exceptional 
conservation work being 
done by marine scientists, 
researchers, explorers and 
policy makers. 

The evening also featured 
a strolling dinner reception 
around the Aquarium’s main 
exhibit gallery. 

W2O is an affinity group  
founded in partnership with  
the New England Aquarium by 
Trustee Donna Hazard and  
Overseer Barbara Burgess.

Thank You!
The generous support 

of members like you helped 
us meet our 2014 year-end  

Annual Fund goals!  
Thank you, and here’s to 

another great year of efforts 
for our blue planet in 2015. 

Happy New Year!

To donate to the Aquarium’s Boston Marathon team,  
visit us online. www.neaq.org/marathon



Give Your Kids 
an Underwater 
Learning 
Adventure!
Exciting programs with 
Aquarium educators

Blue Discovery Family Days 
All ages
Learn more about the blue planet 
through art, science and storytelling. 
All activities are included with Aquarium 
admission. Drop in between 11:00 a.m. 
and 3:00 p.m. on select days throughout 
the year.

January 11: Penguins
February 8: Lobsters
March 8: Octopus
FEE: No fee; activities are included with your 
membership.

Sea Squirts 
Ages 2 – 4
Learn about the 
blue planet 
alongside your 
young child. 
Each hour-long 
play program

•   Focuses on      
  developing      
  motor and      
  language skills
•   Encourages 
  early science 
  skills

•  Includes 
  play, songs, 
  stories, activities, 
  art projects and games

All classes are held in the Aquarium’s 
Ocean Center

January: Ocean Babies
February: Ocean Opposites
March: Just Like You and Me

FEE PER SERIES: 
$50 for members, $95 for non-members*
*Non-member fee includes Aquarium admission.

For more information call 617-226-2149 or
write to kids.ed@neaq.org.
*A $2 service fee will be added to each 
reservation for non-members.

  developing      
  motor and      

  stories, activities, 
  art projects and games

 
Sea Squirts 

Preview
Check out this introduction 
to Sea Squirts for children 

from  12 to 24 months

New classes start 
in January.

N E W!

N E W!
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March

January February

Whale Watch Season Begins

Be among the first to see humpback 
mother and calf pairs feeding on 
Stellwagen Bank this season. And don’t 
forget that members get a discount.

Check www.neaq.org for the 
Whale Watch schedule.

1/12 
Member-Exclusive Registration
Harbor Discoveries Summer Camps

Harbor Discoveries Summer Camps 
combine fun and learning to teach 
participants about marine biology and 
environmental science. Programs are 
available for children entering grades 
4 through 10.

Check out your 2015 Members’ 
Programs and Events Guide, 
visit www.neaq.org/camps or 
call 617-973-5206 for more 
information and to register.

2/13
That’s A-Moray
Valentine’s Day Adults-Only
Members Event
7:00 p.m. – 10 p.m.

Celebrate this Valentine’s Day (or 
Friday the 13th) basking in the glow of 
a gorgeous Caribbean coral reef while 
enjoying a strolling buffet dinner, limited 
open bar and fun entertainment. You 
bring some friends or a date, and we’ll 
provide the rest. You must be 21 or 
older to attend. Watch the mail for 
your invitation and ticket prices.

www.neaq.org/memberadults

2/19
Dive In!
A member-exclusive evening
6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Members, it’s your Aquarium and your 
night. Join us after hours as we open our 
doors just for you. Bring your family and 
friends and explore your favorite exhibits 
and galleries at your leisure. Space is 
limited and reservations are required.

Register online at www.neaq.org/divein 
beginning February 4 at noon. 
Questions? Call 617-973-6564.

Make Sure You’re 
Getting One of 
Your Best Benefits
Each month, our Aquarium 
members are kept up-to-date on all 
the happenings with our members’ 
e-newsletter, SeaMail. Enjoy the 
behind-the-scenes stories and 
information about upcoming lectures, 
events and special opportunities by 
sharing your email address with us.

Log on to www.neaq.org/SeaMail 
to update or add your email to 
our mailing list. 



Films

Patron level members and above receive 
a select number of one-time-use 
IMAX e-passes, and all members 
receive discounts on ticket prices!
TICKETS: Purchase member tickets at any 
Aquarium ticketing location or by phone at 
1-866-815-IMAX (4629). Films, prices and showtimes 
are subject to change.

RENTALS: Private screening and facility rentals, 
call 617-720-5104.
PARTIES: IMAX birthday parties, call 617-973-6508.

Check www.neaq.org for a complete list 
of fi lms and show times!
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Humpback 
Whales 3D
• 40 minutes

Fifty tons of life-
size adventure is 
splashing down 
on New England’s 
largest movie screen! Explore the underwater 
world of humpback whales—packed with 
feeding frenzies, magnifi cent breaches and 
enchanting whale songs. Get ready, this is no 
ordinary whale watch.

Island of Lemurs: 
Madagascar 3D
• 38 minutes
The lemurs of Madagascar 
will leap, sing and dance their 
way into your heart! Morgan 
Freeman narrates this stunning IMAX 3D fi lm, 
complete with jaw dropping footage of these 
fuzzy daredevils catapulting themselves from 
tree to tree. 

Great White Shark 3D
• 40 minutes
Get ready for a shark’s-eye 
view as you plunge straight 
into the underwater world 
of nature’s most renowned 
predator. Discover the importance of this 
spectacular species and explore our blue planet 
on the largest screen in New England.

Journey to the 
South Pacifi c 3D
• 40 minutes
Glide through shimmering 
schools of fi sh, swim alongside 
gentle whale sharks and soak 
in the warm tropical sunlight 
during your own Journey to the South Pacifi c.

Get even closer 
to our animals with these Animal Encounter programs!

Meet Myrtle
(for ages 13 and older)

Myrtle the green sea turtle is our most 
famous resident. This new encounter 
gives you a deep understanding of her 
home—the sparkling Giant Ocean Tank. 
You’ll start with a personalized tour up the 
exhibit’s spiral ramp with staff members 
who know Myrtle and her tank mates 
best. Slip behind the scenes for a peek at 
the science, technology and husbandry 
necessary to manage this 200,000-gallon 
exhibit. The highlight of the experience 
is a chance to go onto the platform 
where surface feedings take place. You 
might serve up fish to barracuda, krill to 
needlefish or even a head of lettuce to 
Myrtle herself. 
Cost: $110 per person for members, 
$125 plus admission for non-members

Take a Behind-the-
Scenes Tour
(for ages 7 and older)

Find out what it takes to care for our 
animals and exhibits. You’ll learn what 
our animals eat, how we maintain their 
tanks, how we nurse sick animals back 
to health and other insider tidbits on our 
behind-the-scenes tour. Tours last 30 to 
45 minutes. 
Cost: $18 per person for members, 
$20 plus admission for non-members.

Visitors younger than 18 must be 
accompanied by a ticketed adult.
Call Reservations at 617-973-5206 to 
book. Visit us online. www.neaq.org

Humpback 
Whales 3D
• 40 minutes

Opening
Feb. 13

NE W!

Aquarium Evening 
Lecture Series
The Aquarium has been providing free lectures 
and fi lms by scientists, environmental writers, 
photographers and others since 1972. 

Lectures are free, but registration is requested.
For the schedule of lectures for Spring 2015, 
visit us online. www.neaq.org/aquariumlectures

Coming Up April 19

Dive In!

Above: A feeding at the top of the Giant 
Ocean Tank is a highlight of the Meet 
Myrtle program.
Below: Participants examine a snake skin 
during a Behind-the-Scenes Tour. 
Photos: V. DeWitt

Reservations start 
Wednesday, April 1, at noon.

www.neaq.org/memberevents.
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Join us 
for a member-exclusive evening 

at the Aquarium.

Thursday, February 19, 2015
6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

This is a free event, but advance registration is required. 
Tickets will be available online February 4 

beginning at noon.

Look for more details online. 

www.neaq.org/divein
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