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From the President
Dear Friends,

The Aquarium’s core focus on education is 
essential to ensuring the future of our oceans—
so much so we’ve made “leadership in education” 
an integral part of our mission and incorporate 
it into nearly every endeavor.

We invest much of our resources into  
educational programs. Ultimately, it’s the  
goal of the Aquarium to create a new generation 
of ocean stewards who are actively engaged in 
marine conservation as effective advocates for 
vital and vibrant oceans.

This issue of blue, with its focus on the many 
educational offerings here at Central Wharf, 
is an important recognition of the work of 
our valued educators—ambassadors for ocean 
conservation. Certainly the Aquarium offers 
traditional lessons, but unlike other educational 
institutions, our classrooms aren’t limited  
by four walls, as we learn in our profile of  
educator Nick Pioppi. This past summer,  
Nick traveled thousands of miles to the remote 
Phoenix Islands Protected Area on a six-week 
research expedition with Semester at Sea.  
Discover the lessons he learned and will share 
with Aquarium visitors (see page 8). 

No teacher embodies contagious enthusiasm 
more than senior program educator, Ashley 
Malloy (see Cool Jobs, page 2). Ashley may 
start her day teaching symbiosis to toddlers  
in the Sea Squirts program and end it many 
hours later assisting attendees to one of our  
free lectures (see page 12). Yet ask Ashley,  
and she will say she’s the fortunate one.  
Talk about symbiosis. 

Of course there’s more. Much more. Read on 
and you’re certain to learn something new.

It is our fervent hope that all who walk through 
our doors learn something astonishing about 
our oceans and the life they contain—and leave 
with a desire to be more active and effective 
ocean stewards on their behalf.

Dr. Nigella Hillgarth, 
President and CEO
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At the Aquarium:
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Fall into Learning

On the cover: Giant clam (Tridacna) Photo: Craig Cook 

blue is a quarterly magazine exclusively for members of  
the New England Aquarium produced and published by  
New England Aquarium, Central Wharf, Boston, MA, 02110.  
Publishing office located at 177 Milk St., Boston, MA, 02109. 
blue and all materials within are property of the  
New England Aquarium. Reproduction of any materials  
is possible only through written permission. © blue 2016

Editor: Jon Kinson Designer: Cathy LeBlanc 
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Amy MacKinnon, and Gina Parente
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Marine Animal Stranding Hotline: 617-973-5247
Membership: 617-973-6555, members@neaq.org
Navigator and Conservation Society: 617-226-2622, 
giving@neaq.org

A school of bluespot mullet (Moolgarda seheli) 
swim in the Phoenix Islands Protected Area in  
the Pacific Ocean.  
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@neaq.org
Dive into a sea of resources online. www.neaq.org  
Our website is full of conservation information, 
animal facts, and details that will help you plan  
your next trip to the Aquarium.

Lectures 
Did you know that only 20,000 years 
ago the city of Boston was buried 
under a 2-mile-thick sheet of ice? Or 
that a New England Aquarium grant 
helped lead to the full protection of 
manta rays off the coast of Peru? 

Discover more about these and other 
topics in the Aquarium Lecture Series 
this fall. Lectures are presented free 
to the public through the generosity of 
the Lowell Institute.  

In October, Dr. Richard Alley, a 
professor of geosciences at Penn 
State’s College of Earth and Mineral 
Sciences, will focus on how clues  
about the Ice Age can still be read in 
Boston Harbor and in the layers of 
surviving ice sheets on Antarctica  
and Greenland. His presentation,  
“Big Ice: Antarctica, Greenland,  
and Boston,” is the sixth annual  
John H. Carlson Lecture presented by 
MIT’s Lorenz Center and the  
New England Aquarium.

Also in October, Kerstin Forsberg, 
founder and director of Planeta 
Océano in Peru and an Aquarium 
Marine Conservation Action Fund 
fellow, will share her work on Peru’s 
manta rays. At the beginning of 
2016, the South American country’s 
Ministry of Production announced 
strong regulations to protect the 
oceanic manta ray. Forsberg’s 
research helped identify an important 
population of rays off the Peruvian 

coastline and devise a conservation 
strategy to protect them.

In “Stress in Wild Animals: From the 
Arctic to the Equator” on Oct. 27, 
Tufts University professor of biology 
Dr. Michael Romero will present 
highlights of more than 25 years of 
research on stress in wild animals  
and discuss how understanding the 
stress response may show how animals 
cope with human-related changes in 
their habitats.

And on Nov. 3, Jeffrey Shields, 
professor of marine science at the 
Virginia Institute of Marine Science  
at the College of William & Mary, 
will discuss environmental diseases  
in lobsters, including epizootic  
shell disease, and what can be  
done about them. 

Sea Squirts 
This fall, our littlest ocean explorers 
can register for our popular Sea Squirts 
and Sea Squirts Preview programs. 

These classes introduce children 
to the underwater world, while 
focusing on their developing 
motor and language skills. 
The curriculum builds science 
skills, such as observation and 
exploration—essential attributes 
for future ocean protectors!

Parents attend with their 1- to 
4-year-old children for these 
one-hour classes, which include 
free play; circle time with 
songs, stories, and activities; 

art projects; a visit to the Aquarium’s 
exhibits; and a live animal encounter 
when appropriate to the topic. And 
don’t forget, members get almost half 
off the cost of these popular programs. 

Visit us online for a complete schedule 
of lectures and educational resources 
for students, teachers, and curious 
minds of all ages. www.neaq.org/learn

— Jon Kinson

Planeta Océano founder Kerstin Forsberg will  
discuss her work to protect manta rays on Oct. 5. 
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http://www.neaq.org/learn/lectures/
http://www.neaq.org


cool jobs
—Amy MacKinnon
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Ashley Malloy
Senior Program Educator

When people think New England 
Aquarium, they may think dapper 
penguins, tentacled octopuses, or 
even everyone’s favorite summertime 
adventure, whale watches. What 
many may not know is that for nearly 
50 years, the Aquarium has placed 
education at the forefront of its mission. 

Just ask senior program educator, 
Ashley Malloy, who has her hand in 
most every educational offering at 
Central Wharf.

Ashley arrived at the Aquarium in 2009 
as an intern from the University of New 
Hampshire, where she studied marine 
and freshwater biology. Working with 
the public in the Visitor Experience 
Department, she discovered that her 
passion for biology was matched only 
by her dedication to teaching. So when 
a position became available in the 
Aquarium’s Education Department,  
she didn’t hesitate.

“People said, ‘You should apply,  
I think it would be a good fit for you,’ 
and it was,” said Ashley, who radiates  
a contagious effervescence as  
she speaks. 

So what does a typical day at work 
look like for Ashley? Actually, 

she doesn’t have typical days. 
Depending on the time of year—or 
even day of the week—Ashley may 
be creating classroom activities 
or teaching awe-filled 2-, 3-, and 
4-year-old Sea Squirts a lesson on 
symbiosis in the Aquarium’s Ocean 
Center. Symbiosis? Yes, really.

“When we go and look at the animals in 
the building, it’s amazing to hear them 
use the vocabulary they’ve learned 
in class as they walk through the 
building,” said Ashley. “While watching 
the penguins, they’re talking about their 
countershading, or the clownfish and 
anemone being best friends and using 
symbiosis.”

After a morning spent teaching 
preschoolers, Ashley may head over 
to the Edge of the Sea Touch Tank to 
place sea stars into the hands of middle 
school students visiting the Aquarium 
on a field trip. That night, she may help 
organize the Aquarium Lecture Series, 
where people of all ages gather for 
intellectual stimulation. Twice each 
week during the summer, she takes 
kids from the Teen Internship Program 

to one of the Boston 
Harbor Islands to 

give an experiential lesson to visitors on 
local marine life.

“On Wednesdays, we go out with our 
teens to Spectacle Island,” Ashley said 
about the 80 kids who competed with 
nearly 400 high school students for 
one of the prized 2016 summer intern 
slots. “We take the ferry from Long 
Wharf. We’re out there from 10 to 2. I’ll 
pull a trap I set earlier in the week, and 
the teens and I showcase the animals 
we pulled from it. Visitors can’t believe 
there are lobsters and crabs in Boston 
Harbor. These teens are developing 
self-confidence in their knowledge of 
these animals and then relaying that 
information to the public.”

Ashley may even take her lesson plan 
and perhaps an aquatic animal on 
the road to a local farmers market—
anywhere there’s an opportunity and 
a ready audience eager to learn more 
about the blue planet. 

Ashley Malloy, Senior Program Educator

Ashley Malloy interacts with  
a Sea Squirts student.

http://www.neaq.org/exhibit/edge-sea-touch-tank/
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“Farmers markets are really cool 
opportunities to talk to people 
about climate change,” said Ashley. 
“Visitors there tend to be oriented 
toward our mission.”

While her days may be filled with 
wading into lesson plans—literally, 
one of the hazards of her job is a 
uniform frequently splattered with 
mud and sea spray—Ashley also 
sees the long-term gains in her 
work. By her estimate, she’s taught 
tens of thousands of children and 
adults to have a greater awareness 
of and respect for the world’s 
oceans through her work in the 
building, with traveling outreach 
programs, and by helping to 
organize Right Whale and World 
Oceans Day festivals. 

For Ashley, it is a lifelong dream 
come true. Strolling through the 

building imparts inspiration every 
day, she said.

“The Aquarium is so ingrained in 
the Boston culture, it’s a landmark, 
and we take pride in that,” said 
Ashley. “It comes with an enormous 
responsibility that we take seriously 
in the Education Department, and 
we make an effort to reach out to 
all quarters, to include everyone.”

Through the Aquarium’s onsite 
classes, lectures, and roving 
education stations that engage 
visitors within the building to the 
traveling education programs that 
go into schools, senior centers, 
and even day care centers, 
there’s an Aquarium educational 
experience available for any age. 
Visit our website at neaq.org/learn 
to learn more.

reviews

The Thing  
About Jellyfish 

By Ali Benjamin

2015 National Book Award 
Finalist, Young People’s 
Literature

From the first lines, The Thing 
About Jellyfish is a lesson in 
sea jellies (we call them jellies 
around here because they’re not technically  
fish). You learn about different species and  
their characteristics, locomotion, and anatomy. 
But all the science is wound together in a 
beautiful, moving narrative about a 12-year-old 
girl struggling with the loss of her best friend. 
And for author Ali Benjamin, it all started with  
a trip to the New England Aquarium. 

She had been captivated by these graceful, 
brainless animals and incorporated those 
feelings of wonder and curiosity into the 
protagonist’s story. Young adult readers will 
learn a lot about jellies in this book as well  
as grief, kindness, and the anxieties of  
middle school.

The Great 
White Shark 
Scientist
By Sy Montgomery 
Photography by  
Keith Ellenbogen

Sy Montgomery is no 
stranger to marine life. Her book The Soul of an 
Octopus, which focused largely on an octopus 
at the New England Aquarium, was a finalist for 
the 2015 National Book Award for nonfiction. 
So we knew her most recent contribution to 
the Scientist in the Field series would be a 
fascinating foray into shark research.

Beautifully illustrated with images by 
photographer Keith Ellenbogen, The Great White 
Shark Scientist profiles local shark scientist 
Greg Skomal as he attempts to identify great 
white sharks around Cape Cod via land and sea. 
Montgomery also travels to Guadalupe, Mexico, 
to swim with these massive and misunderstood 
predators (from the safety of a shark cage). 
Through her engaging narrative and vivid 
descriptions, young readers will learn about 
great white sharks, the science underway to 
understand them, and the integral role that these 
predators play in healthy marine ecosystems. 

—Emily Bauernfeind

Children investigate a horseshoe crab.

http://www.neaq.org/learn/
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—Jon Kinson

Following a trip to the New 
England Aquarium, it’s not 
uncommon for a family to want 
to bring into their home the 
wonder of the Giant Ocean 
Tank. A home aquarium is 
an entertaining and relaxing 
hobby and it’s a great way to 
introduce children to our natural 
world and the responsibilities 
of pet ownership.

“People love the hobby, but 
worry about the responsibility,” 
said Scott Dowd, senior 
aquarist in the Freshwater 
Gallery at the Aquarium. 

A multitude of decisions face 
fish enthusiasts wishing to 
start an aquarium. Freshwater 
or saltwater. Tank size. Filters. 
Lighting. Plants. Food. And, 

most important, the 
fish. How were 

they sourced? 
Were they 
ethically 
captured 
or raised?

Our 
experts 
advise you 
to do your 
homework 
before 
making any 
purchases. 

“Start by 
gathering 

information 
on the web,” 

said Scott. 
“Buying a fish is 

like buying a dog. 
You shouldn’t buy a 

dog on an impulse, so 
same goes with buying fish.”

“Give some thought about 
what fish you would want. What 
interests you, what excites you,” 
said Scott. “Pace yourself. 
Visit stores. Ask questions.”

One of the key decisions facing 
home aquarists is whether 
to purchase fish raised in 

aquaculture farms or taken 
from the wild. Up to 90 percent 
of freshwater fish purchased 
for home aquariums are farm-
raised yet nearly 90 percent of 
saltwater fish are taken from 
the wild, according to Scott.

Some fish taken from popular 
coral reef collecting sites in 
Indonesia and the Philippines 
are done so using poisonous 
chemicals to stun them 
for easier collection. The 
result is fish are killed and 
coral reefs are harmed.

According to Scott, wild fish 
can be collected without doing 
damage to the environment 
or depleting fish stocks. 
Responsible harvesting 
methods can have a beneficial 
impact on the residents of the 
area, too. He knows. Scott 
is involved in just such an 
effort with local residents in 
the Amazon rain forest. The 
people of the area protect 
the fishes’ natural habitat 
and provide for their families, 
while taking and selling fish 
that are abundant and would 
otherwise die naturally. Scott’s 
advice? Know the source.

Other challenges facing the 
amateur aquarist are more 
pedestrian, such as the size 
of the tank, filtration systems, 
heaters, and lighting. 

“If you haven’t done it before, 
start simple,” said Michael 
Tlusty, Director of Ocean 
Sustainability Science at 
the Anderson Cabot Center 

DIY Home Aquarium— 
Responsibly

An Underwater World at Home
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DIY Home Aquarium— 
Responsibly

for Ocean Life at the New 
England Aquarium. “Learn 
how to take care of basic 
fish and then move on.”  

He suggests beginning with hardy 
freshwater fish, such as guppies, 
betas, mollies, and danios as 
they are more tolerant to a wide 
range of water conditions.

He recommends taking the same 
approach with a tank, filter, pump, 
and other aquarium systems, 
adding equipment as you gain 
confidence and experience.

Tanks recreate an ecosystem, 
said Michael, and water 
temperature, quality, and 
ammonia and nitrogen levels 
all need to be monitored, 

so aquarium owners need 
to educate themselves.

“And don’t be afraid of 
live plants,” Michael adds. 
“Live plants help take 
nitrogen out of the water.”

Both Scott and Michael suggest 
visiting and beginning a rapport with 
local fish stores and their staff, who 
are good sources of information. 

“Find a pet store you have 
confidence in. And let them 
know the environment is 
important to you,” said Scott. 

Michael adds that clubs, such 
as the Boston Aquarium Society 
and Boston Reefers Society, 
are also great resources for 

“Buying a fish is like buying a dog.  
You shouldn’t buy a dog on an impulse,  

so same goes with buying fish.”

the beginner or someone who 
wants to take the next step.

Home aquariums are a gateway to 
science for kids who are curious 
about the way the world works, said 
Michael, and with a home aquarium, 
“you can create a mini-world.”

 

Above, cardinal tetras 
are good beginner 
fish in a tank that is 
tended to properly  
as is a beta, pictured  
at left.

Naturally planted 
tanks are miniature 
aquatic gardens, 
bring nature into the 
home, and can help 
teach children about 
ecology and science.

http://www.bostonaquariumsociety.org
http://www.bostonreefers.org/forums/index.php
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Did you know?
weird.
Nature  
is sooo  

future ocean protectors
Ocean animal fun facts for young readers

Ooooo-uch! 

Wolf-eel 
Anarrhichthys ocellatus

While I can grow  
up to 8 feet long,  
I use my strong  

jaws to crush  
and eat  

crustaceans,  
sea urchins,  

mussels, and clams.
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Get schooled @neaq
Visit neaq.org/blogs to learn more about the strange and amazing creatures  
that live in the ocean and what Aquarium scientists are learning about them.

Meal to go 

Kelp crab 
Pugettia producta

I will sometimes attach pieces  
of kelp to little hooks on my  

body so as to dine on them later.

Did you know?
weird.
Nature  
is sooo  

Ooooo-uch! 

Wolf-eel 
Anarrhichthys ocellatus

While I can grow  
up to 8 feet long,  
I use my strong  

jaws to crush  
and eat  

crustaceans,  
sea urchins,  

mussels, and clams.

No wonder they  
are crabby

Hermit  
crabs 

More than 1,000 species  
in Paguroidea family

I am anything but a hermit  
as I live in large colonies.

Ice water in their veins

Sea stars 
About 2,000 species

I do not have blood, but  
sea water circulates  

through my body  
delivering oxygen  

and nutrients.

http://www.neaq.org/blog/


—Emily Bauernfeind

Aquarium explorers
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“I applied for this opportunity with the 
understanding that boat life would 
be extremely challenging for me. It 
didn’t let me down in that regard!” 

Nick’s day job puts him on firm footing 
at the top of the Giant Ocean Tank giving 
talks about threats facing coral reefs 
or introducing live animals in the Blue 
Planet Action Center. These topics are 
familiar to him, having studied marine 
science in college and even doing some 
coral reef research in graduate school. 

So when the invitation went out to 
Aquarium employees to apply for a 
berth on an expedition to PIPA with SEA 
(Sea Education Association) Semester, 
he leaped at the opportunity. After all, 
the chance to sail 1,400 miles across 
the Pacific Ocean aboard a tall ship 
research vessel doesn’t happen every 
day. In fact, expeditions to PIPA are 
infrequent, and so the data collected 
about its coral reefs is invaluable.

Fortunately, Nick’s seasickness 
subsided because he and fellow 
Aquarium representative Adrienne 
Breef-Pilz, a research intern, were to 
be the eyes on the reef. They were 
only two members of the expedition 
to scuba dive and collect the pictures 
and data from PIPA—one of the world’s 
last remaining coral wildernesses. 

The New England Aquarium was 
instrumental in creating this marine 
protected area in the Republic of 
Kiribati. In the wake of the most severe 
El Niño in history, which caused corals 
to bleach throughout the Pacific, 
scientists at the Aquarium’s Anderson 

Cabot Center for Ocean 
Life and around the 
world were anxious to 
see how PIPA’s remote 
reefs had fared. These 
coral communities are 
a living laboratory, too 
remote to be affected 
by most human-created 
stressors—except 
for climate change. 

“Our goal was to document 
the health of the reef by taking 
underwater photographs at sites 
that already had baseline data from 
previous expeditions,” Nick posted 
to the Aquarium’s blog during the 
expedition. “I was more than hopeful 
that we would find healthy reefs.”

Signs of hope were 
evident from the first 
plunge into the Pacific. 
While reefs throughout the Pacific were 
experiencing devastating bleaching 
events, Nick and Adrienne documented 
colorful corals surrounded with fish 
amid the crackling of abundant reef life 
in dive after dive. Randi Rotjan, Ph.D., 
Associate Scientist at the Anderson 
Cabot Center and Chief Scientist of 
the Phoenix Islands Protected Area 
Conservation Trust, will pore over 
the findings collected by Nick and 
Adrienne. If these reefs are indeed as 
healthy as they appeared, Randi and 

 

Teacher in PIPA
A Queasy Start, A Hopeful Finish  

During the 

early days of 

an expedition 

to the Phoenix 

Islands Protected 

Area (PIPA) this 

past summer, 

New England 

Aquarium 

educator Nick 

Pioppi found 

himself hanging 

over the side 

of the ship. 

Seasickness 

had taken hold. 

Teaching  
the



 

Teacher in PIPA
A Queasy Start, A Hopeful Finish  

her colleagues will investigate why 
they survived when so many others 
were bleached in the unprecedented 
warm waters of this El Niño. Her 
findings could impact reefs around 
the world. But for now, there is relief 
and hope for the future of these reefs.

But Nick’s contribution to our 
collective understanding of coral 
reefs doesn’t stop with the valuable 
data he and Adrienne collected for 
scientists. He also returned to the 
Aquarium with intimate knowledge 
of these remote and fragile reefs that 
he continues to share with visitors. 

“Although visiting a beautiful place 
can be transformative, you don’t need 
to see that place to understand your 
connection to it and want to preserve 
it,” said Nick. He is that connection 
for the many people who will visit the 
Aquarium in the months and years 
ahead. “My dive buddy and I became 
two of the few individuals lucky 
enough to get to explore the amazing 
underwater environments in PIPA. Now 
I get to share my experience with others 
in the hope that raising awareness will 
continue to promote the conservation 
of these delicate but vital habitats.”

Always the teacher, Nick explained how 
PIPA is intertwined with the rest of 
the world’s oceans—even 
the Atlantic.

 “Despite their remoteness from us in 
New England, keeping the reefs healthy 
in PIPA and throughout the tropics is 
an important part of keeping the entire 
ocean healthy,” said Nick. “Reefs provide 
humans throughout the world with 
 
 

sources of protein, 
they protect our 
shorelines from 
erosion and storm 
damage, and they 
house organisms 
that produce 

chemicals that may 
have pharmaceutical 

applications. And 
healthy oceans keep  

our climate stable 
and provide us with a 

bounty of other benefits.”

As scientists such as Randi seek to 
learn from the data and images that 
Nick brought home from the expedition, 
visitors to the Aquarium will soak up his 
enthusiasm and special insights into that 
remote corner of our blue planet. The 
Phoenix Islands Protected Area may be 
many thousands of miles from Boston, 
but thanks to Nick it will be part of the 
educational experience on Central Wharf.

Nick Pioppi talks with visitors at the top of  
the Giant Ocean Tank.

9

Nick Pioppi and Adrienne Breef-Pilz scuba dive to collect data about the corals. 

Acropora corals
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Give the Gift of Membership 
Good things come in small packages, 
indeed! More than a present, a 
gift membership is an entire year 
of exploration, entertainment, and 
education in one little card. Share your 
affection for the Aquarium by giving 
an Associate, Patron, Ambassador, or 
Ocean Explorer level membership this 
holiday season. 
neaq.org/membership

Sponsor a Special Species  
Every animal at the Aquarium is 
somebody’s favorite. So why not help 
your loved ones feel more connected 
to the species they love best? From 
perky penguins to sassy seals and so 
many fascinating options in between, 
our growing catalog is sure to fit the bill. 
Your recipient will receive a frameable 
certificate, species profile, and more. 
Choose the sponsorship level that’s  
right for you. (And with an instant  
print-at-home option, this is a great 
gift idea for last-minute shoppers!) 
Plus, your tax-deductible 
donation supports the 
Aquarium’s mission to  
protect the blue planet.  

neaq.org/animalsponsorship

More Than a Gift, 
an Experience 

Imagine your loved ones’ faces as they 
unwrap the chance to get up close to 
a marine animal! Meet our harbor seals 
and watch one paint a souvenir. Perch 
on top of the four-story Giant Ocean 
Tank to feed the animals or go behind 
the scenes of some of the Aquarium’s 
most interesting exhibits. Our immersive 
Animal Encounter programs take a  
visit to an entirely new level. These 
unique opportunities are designed  
for the Aquarium superfan.  
And, of course, members  
get a discount. 
neaq.org/encounters

An Aquarium Experience  All Wrapped Up  

Just like you,  
they’ll love it  
all year long

Make an impact this holiday season. Whether you’re going for fun, 
thoughtful, or enduring, the Aquarium offers a wide array of truly 
unique gifts for your loved one and the environment.

http://www.neaq.org/exhibits/animal-encounters/
http://www.neaq.org/support/giving/animal-sponsorship/
http://www.neaq.org/support/membership/
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In search of the perfect gift for the artistic animal lover in your life? 
Get up close and personal with one of the New England Aquarium’s 
resident Atlantic harbor seals during a Paint with the Seals program!

Participants will be introduced to the seal by trainers who will 
explain its unique traits and teach the participant how seals 
are trained. There’s also the opportunity to be hands-on with 
the seal and possibly feed it. Interactions vary depending upon 
which seal is involved and how comfortable the participant 
and seal are interacting with each other. Choose three paint 
colors and watch as the seal creates a truly unique keepsake.

Cost is $135 for members who choose a 16-by-20-inch painting 
($150 plus Aquarium admission per person for nonmembers) 
or $90 for members who choose an 8-by-10-inch painting 
($100 plus Aquarium admission for nonmembers). 

For more information on the program, visit neaq.org/encounters. 
Reservations are required. Book an encounter online or call  
617-973-5206

Enjoy a Brush with Fame—  
and Chacoda or 
Reggae or Trumpet...

Support a North Atlantic  
Right Whale 

Your gift sponsorship helps support the 
Aquarium’s Right Whale Research Team as 
it works to save this critically endangered 
species. Sponsorship comes with a 
certificate, fact sheet, sighting map, and  
one-year subscription to Right Whale 
Research News, the biannual newsletter 
written by the Aquarium’s whale researchers.  
neaq.org/rwsponsor

Treasures from the Gift Shop 

Put together a plush menagerie with sharks, 
rays, seals, turtles, and penguins for your 
marine animal fan. Or select your favorite 
educational games and toys, collectibles, 
books, DVDs, Earth-friendly organic cotton 
T-shirts, and much more for everyone on 
your list. And don’t forget, the Aquarium’s 
Gift Shop has lots of unique items that may 
be just the thing to round out any of the other 

great gift ideas listed here. Of course, as 
a member you get a discount just by 

showing your valid membership card!

Honorary Donations 

The holiday season is a perfect time 
of year to make a donation to the 
Aquarium in honor of someone you 
love. Your 100% tax-deductible 
gift will go to good use helping 
the Aquarium advance our 
many efforts to protect the blue 
planet through vital education, 
conservation, and research 
initiatives both locally and globally. 
Make an honor or memorial gift 

conveniently online. (Be sure to make 
your gift by Dec. 31 to count toward 

your 2016 taxes.) neaq.org/donate

“One of the seven coolest aquarium  
experiences in the United States …”  —Orbitz

http://www.neaq.org/support/giving/animal-sponsorship/right-whale-sponsorship-program/
http://www.neaq.org/exhibits/animal-encounters/
http://www.neaq.org/shop/
https://secure2.convio.net/neaq/site/Donation2?df_id=2280&mfc_pref=T&2280.donation=form1
https://www.orbitz.com/blog/2016/06/the-7-coolest-aquarium-experiences-in-the-united-states/
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October

November

10/28
Fish, Fun, and Fright
6 p.m. – 9 p.m.
It’s your night to shine as a master of  
disguise! Come to our annual member  
family-favorite Halloween party and 
enjoy all the tantalizingly Tentacles-
themed fun. But unlike our clever, 
camouflaging cuttlefish, don’t blend into 
your surroundings—dazzle and delight 
for a chance to win one of our coveted 
Costume Contest prizes. Discover our 
many trick-and-treat locations, activity 
stations, and other spooky surprises. 
Learn more and purchase your tickets 
starting at noon Thursday, September 29, 
at neaq.org/memberevents.

11/20-12/25
The Aquarium is Chock Full  
of Gift-Giving Ideas
Gifts of annual memberships, animal 
sponsorships, animal encounters, 
and items from our onsite and online 
gift shops make unique, fun, and 
unforgettable presents for all ages! 
Learn more on page 10.

The Aquarium has been providing free lectures and films by scientists, environmental 
writers, photographers, and others since 1972 through the generosity of the Lowell 

Institute. Lectures are open to the public but registration is requested. All programs start 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Aquarium’s Simons IMAX Theatre unless otherwise noted. 

Visit us online for the full schedule.  
www.neaq.org/aquariumlectures

10/5 
Pioneering Manta Ray and Community-Based  
Conservation in Peru
Kerstin Forsberg, a New England Aquarium Marine Conservation  
Action Fund fellow and grant recipient as well as a founder and director of Planeta 
Océano in Peru, helped secure full protection for manta rays off the coast of Peru.

10/13 
“Big Ice: Antarctica, Greenland, and Boston”
Dr. Richard Alley, a professor of geosciences at Penn State’s College of 
Earth and Mineral Sciences, will discuss climate change, such as how 
20,000 years ago a 2-mile-thick ice sheet covering Boston melted after a 
change in the Earth’s orbit. This is the sixth annual John H. Carlson Lecture 
presented by MIT’s Lorenz Center and the New England Aquarium.

10/27 
“Stress in Wild Animals: From the Arctic  
to the Equator”
Tufts University professor of biology Dr. Michael Romero 
will present highlights of more than 25 years of research 
on stress in wild animals and discuss how understanding 
the stress response may show how animals cope with 
human-related changes in their habitats.

Free Aquarium Evening Lecture Series

11/3
“Epizootic Shell Disease in the American Lobster”
Jeffrey Shields, professor of marine science at the Virginia Institute of 
Marine Science at the College of William & Mary, will discuss environmental 
diseases in lobsters, including epizootic shell disease, and what can be done 
about them.  

10/20 
“Lessons from the Gulf of Maine on How  
to Live in a Warmer World”
Andrew J. Pershing, chief scientific officer at the Gulf of Maine Research 
Institute, will discuss how the rapid warming in the Gulf of Maine gives us a 
unique opportunity to understand how ocean animals respond to changes in temperature 
and how we can prepare for the changes that we know are coming.

http://www.neaq.org/support/membership/member-only-events/
http://www.neaq.org/learn/lectures/
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December

12/28
Dive In! A Member-Exclusive Evening
6:30 p.m. – 9 p.m.
Central Wharf 
buzzes during 
school vacation 
weeks, but 
tonight, we’re 
opening our 
doors just for you, 
our loyal members. 
Come catch up with your 
favorite Aquarium residents—and maybe 
even discover some new ones—after the 
holiday crowds have departed. 

This popular event is free, and no 
advance registration is required. 
Attendance is strictly limited to the 
number of admissions permitted with 
your membership level. 
Learn more at neaq.org/memberevents.

   

12/31
Last Chance to Make Your  
2016 Tax-Year Donation
Every dollar makes a difference.  
Every donor makes a difference.  
As a not-for-profit organization, the 
Aquarium depends on the generosity 
of people like you who share our 
commitment to the oceans. Please take 
a moment before midnight tonight to 
make a commitment to protect the  
blue planet with your tax-deductible  
gift to the New England Aquarium 
Annual Fund. Thank you!

Coming in January 
Get ready!  

Member registration for  
Harbor Discoveries Camps  

begins in January 2017.
Visit us online for the full schedule. www.neaq.org/aquariumlectures

Give Your Kids  
an Underwater  

Learning Adventure!
Exciting programs with  

Aquarium educators

Sea Squirts Ages 2 – 4
Learn about the blue planet alongside 
your young child. Each hour-long  
play program focuses on developing  
motor and language skills, 
encourages early science skills, and 
includes play, songs, and activities. 
Classes are held in the Aquarium’s 
Ocean Center. 

October: Ocean Adventurers 
November: Polar Animals

For more information, call 617-226-2123,  
visit neaq.org/seasquirts/ 

or email kids.ed@neaq.org.

FEE PER SERIES: $55 for members,  
$100 for nonmembers* 
* Nonmember fee includes Aquarium 
admission. A $2 service fee will be added  
to each reservation for nonmembers.

Sea Squirts Preview 
Check out this introduction  
to Sea Squirts for children  
from ages 12 to 24 months. 

Starts October 24.

Films

Patron-level members and above receive a select 
number of one-time-use IMAX e-passes, and all 
Giving Society members receive discounts on  
ticket prices!

Tickets 
Purchase member tickets at any Aquarium ticketing 
location or by phone at 617-973-5200.  
Films, prices, and showtimes are subject to change. 

Rentals 
Private screening and facility rentals, call 617-720-5104. 

Parties 
IMAX birthday parties, call 617-973-6508.

Check www.neaq.org for a complete list  
of films and showtimes!

Galapagos 3D: 
Nature’s 
Wonderland 
39 minutes

Take the trip of 
a lifetime with 
Galapagos
3D: Nature’s 
Wonderland. 
Watch iguanas 
claw their 
way along the 
seafloor. Swim 
with tropical 
penguins. 
Wallow with grunting giant tortoises—all on  
New England’s largest screen. Meet the animals 
that gave us a greater understanding of life on 
our blue planet.

Great White Shark 3D
40 minutes

Get ready for a shark’s-eye 
view as you plunge straight 
into the underwater world 
of nature’s most renowned 
predator. Skip the shark cage; 
discover the importance of 
this spectacular species and 
explore our blue planet. 

Humpback Whales 3D
40 minutes

Fifty tons of jaw-dropping 
adventure is splashing 
down at the Simon’s IMAX® 
Theatre—and that’s just from 
one whale. Bring the entire 
family on an epic journey 
featuring never-before-seen 
footage of these school- 
bus-sized marvels inches from  
your face in brilliant IMAX 3D.

http://www.neaq.org/exhibits/imax/
http://www.neaq.org/support/membership/member-only-events/
http://www.neaq.org/learn/for-families-teens/programs-by-age/
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Tickets go on sale on Thursday, September 29,  
for our ever-popular Halloween event.  

Space is limited, so don’t delay to sign up.  

neaq.org/memberevents

Fish, Fun, 
and Fright
Friday, October 28, 2016 

6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

A Member-exclusive Halloween party

http://www.neaq.org/support/membership/member-only-events/



