
SCHOLARSHIP ELIGIBILITY
Scholarships are available to ensure the participation of youth who 
may not otherwise be able to afford to attend our summer programs.

Copayment Structure
Scholarship recipients are required to pay a significantly reduced 
portion of the program’s tuition, dependent on their household’s 
Adjusted Gross Income (typically Line 37 from IRS Form 1040  
or equivalent).

Annual Income
Range

Junior/Senior
Programs

Advanced
One-Week
Programs

Advanced
Two-Week
Programs

< $40,000 $50 $55 $115

$40,000 – $80,000 $100 $110 $230

PROGRAM INFORMATION
Schedule
All camp programs follow the schedule outlined below.  
Early drop-off starting at 8 a.m. is available to scholarship recipients at 
no extra charge. There is no after-care.

Days Drop-off Pickup

Monday – Wednesday 9 a.m. 5 p.m.

Thursday 9 a.m. (Overnight)

Friday ––––– 2:30 p.m.

Two-week Advanced Programs spend the second week away,
Monday 9 a.m. through Friday 2:30 p.m.

Transportation
Participants are responsible for 
transportation to and from the 
Aquarium daily.

Meals
Lunch, snacks, and all overnight 
meals are provided.

Questions and Contact
Camp Office: 617-226-2425 
or harbordiscoveries@neaq.org

More Information
neaq.org/camps

INSTRUCTIONS
1. Complete the Application 
 a. A complete application includes:

	 	 q Filled-in application page

	 	 q Copy of the first page of your household’s  
  most recently submitted 1040 tax form or  
  equivalent

	 	 q Completed Applicant Response Project
 b. Application can alternately be completed online.  

 neaq.org/campscholarship

2. Submit Application by March 1, 2019
Thereafter, we will accept applications on a rolling 
basis until all scholarship spots are filled.

 a. Mail to: Harbor Discoveries Scholarship 
 New England Aquarium 
 1 Central Wharf 
 Boston, MA 02110

  OR
 b. Email to: harbordiscoveries@neaq.org 

 Subject Line: Scholarship Application 2019

3. Selection Process
Selection is based solely on financial need and the 
camper’s interest in the program. We will inform you by 
email within a week of receipt that we have received your 
application. Following the March 1 deadline, we will review 
applications for completeness, eligibility, and expressed 
interest in attending. By March 15, we will email to inform 
you if you have been awarded a scholarship or placed on  
a waiting list. If space is still available and an application  
is submitted after March 1, we will notify you of your status 
within two weeks of receipt.

4. Paperwork and Copayment
If you are awarded a scholarship, we will automatically 
register you for the program. Your award notification email 
will have instructions for completing necessary paperwork 
(health forms, etc.) and for submitting tuition copayment by 
the May 24, 2019, deadline. Do not send payment unless 
we contact you! 
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The Aquarium’s Harbor Discoveries Camps and Advanced 
Aquarium Science Institute (AASI) offer one- and two-week 
experiences in which campers discover the life and habitats 
of the ocean. There is no other camp around quite like 
Harbor Discoveries. Hands-on encounters with amazing 
animals, daily field trips into coastal habitats, behind-the-
scenes peeks at life at the Aquarium, and camping trips 
to Boston Harbor Islands are but a few of the adventures 
campers have while they learn about and explore the ocean 
in a safe and fun-filled environment.

AASI takes it to the next level as campers build science 
and critical thinking skills as well as experience working 
with professional researchers and animal trainers. This will 
give them a head start as they explore their impact on and 
opportunities in the world around them!

Explore the
ocean with the
New England

Aquarium!



Harbor Discoveries Camp 
Senior Programs
For youth entering grades 6 or 7 
in the fall of 2019

Vibrant Vertebrates
July 29-August 2
What do you have that all  
fish, whales, and birds share?  
A backbone – and our one 
ocean upon which we all rely! 
Vertebrates come in some 
amazing shapes and sizes and 
are found throughout the aquatic 
world. Join us as we seek out 
these spine-carrying creatures  
at the beach, in the water, and  
on a whale watch.

Mysterious Ocean
August 5-9
We have only explored about  
5 percent of the world’s ocean. 
That means there are many 
incredible discoveries out  
there yet to be made! Join us 
as we develop new theories  
about the questions that 
remain and explore some of  
our own! Campers will use 
scientific techniques to embark  
on fun-filled adventures to 
research the amazing mystery 
that is the global ocean of our 
blue planet.

AquaJobs
August 12-16
Do you know a water quality 
chemist? A fishmonger? A whale 
watch captain? How about a 
professional scuba diver? Well 
it is time that you did! For this 
week, we will join an assortment  
of people whose livelihoods rely  
on the ocean as we learn about 
their world and investigate the 
marine life they encounter 
every day!

PROGRAM DETAILS
Harbor Discoveries Camp 
Junior Programs
For youth entering grades 4 or 5 
in the fall of 2019

Tidepool Trekker
July 8-12
Exploration is a scientist’s greatest 
joy and the best tool for discovery! 
Through daily field trips, campers 
will spend the week discovering 
what our local beaches have to 
offer those with a keen eye and 
a curious mind. Seek out the 
creatures that spend their lives 
living in the extremes of tidepools 
and learn how they survive in a life 
between the tides!

New Balance Foundation  
Marine Mammal Maniacs
July 15-19
How are we connected to our 
closest relatives in the sea? 
Delve into New England’s marine 
mammal world with the Aquarium 
by observing a seal training 
session and building toys for seal 
enrichment. Then, visit Earth’s 
largest animals on a whale 
watch. Through local coastal 
trips, campers will discover how 
the animals of the beach are 
connected to marine mammals  
in the ocean.

Harbor Island Hopper
July 22-26
The Boston Harbor Islands are 
home to a dynamic array of 
habitats hosting a tremendous 
variety of life. Join us as we 
explore a new and exciting island 
each day! Campers will learn about 
the islands as they investigate 
tidepools, hike, and delve into 
the history of our beautiful island 
backyard!

Fishellaneous
August 19-23
There are fish in those waters 
… and we’re off to find them! 
Campers will experience how 
scientists study the world of fish, 
and why it is important for us to 
do so. Lessons on fish biology and 
habitats pair with practicing how 
to cast lines and hatch fish. All this 
teaches participants how fisherfolk 
and scientists work to keep fish on 
the menu and in the sea.

Advanced Aquarium Summer Institute
Sessions for those entering grades 8 and 9  
in the fall of 2019

Aquarist in Training
July 15-19 or July 29-August 2
New England Aquarium 
aquarists have a tough job as 
they are responsible for keeping 
the animal ambassadors in their 
care healthy and help to educate 
the public about marine life! 
Through on-site studies and 
practical work, you will learn just how challenging it  
is to care for the thousands of marine animals housed 
at the Aquarium. The week will include job shadows 
with aquarists in our Wet Lab, collecting and analyzing 
water quality data, and, at the end, presenting to the 
public at our Edge of the Sea touch tank. During the 
Aquarist in Training program, you will practice animal 
collection techniques and tank maintenance, and 
learn about habitat needs while collaborating with 
fellow future marine scientists. Two separate  
sessions are offered; programming will be the  
same for both sessions.

New Balance Foundation  
Marine Mammal Researchers
July 22-26
Scientists and trainers at the 
Aquarium study some of the 
most fascinating and vulnerable 
animals on the planet. Join us to 
contribute to our ongoing mission 
of conservation and research! 
Meet a seal in our exhibit and talk 
with the trainers who mix psychology and physiology 
to best care for our animals. You will investigate the 
realm of marine mammal training and learn how our 
animals help wild populations. Then, expand on what 
you’ve learned on exhibit into the field on a whale 
watch! While out on the watch for large whales, 
practice observation and data collection techniques 
that naturalists onboard do every day. In this program, 
you will investigate the local and global issues facing 
marine mammals. Using data collected by Aquarium 
researchers, examine the threats to North Atlantic 
right whales and develop solutions that help those 
whales and humans co-exist. Explore what role you 
can play for the conservation of this magnificent 
group of animals! 

Sessions for those entering grade 10 in the fall of 2019

Field Expedition
August 5-9 and August 12-16 (two-week program)
Get a taste of the fun and challenging life of a marine 
science field researcher during this two-week 
program! The first week will provide a deep look at 
scientific tools, techniques, and protocols as we 
gain familiarity on how to answer our own scientific 
questions. Days will consist of studies in local habitats 
and at the Aquarium as you grow comfortable with 
techniques and create your own group research 
projects. For the second week, we will set up a field 
camp on Peddocks Island in the Boston Harbor 
Islands, staying overnight Monday through Friday. 
While in the wilds of Boston Harbor acting as a team 
of scientists, we will devise and examine questions 
through which to better understand our local  
marine ecosystems.



Please print clearly.

Camper’s name

Camper’s date of birth  Gender

Camper’s parent or guardian name

School in spring 2019

Camper will be entering grade ______ in fall 2019

Language(s) (other than English) spoken at home:

 

Is the camper a Boston resident?    q Yes    q No 

Is the camper eligible for free or reduced lunch?    q Free Reduced    q No

Campers receive a camp T-shirt. What is the camper’s T-shirt size? __________

Address

City

State  ZIP code

Email address

Note: Program correspondence takes place primarily via email, when available, 
including acceptance notification and paperwork distribution.

Daytime phone number Evening phone number

Where did you find this application?

Please list any siblings who are also applying for a camp 
scholarship or have in the past.

Name(s):__________________________________________________________________

How many people in your household? _______
 
How did you hear about the Harbor Discoveries scholarship opportunity?

(If a friend let you know, please tell us who they are so we can thank them!)

Signature  Date

Signature Required
I certify that, to the best of my knowledge, the information provided 
in this application is truthful, accurate, and complete.

Rank in order of preference: For the sessions in the age  
range for which your camper is eligible, use the number 1 to 
indicate your first preference, 2 for your second preference, etc.  
Write in an “X” for any sessions your camper could not attend 
if awarded a scholarship.

Harbor Discoveries Camp Junior Programs 
(campers entering grades 4 and 5)

___ July 8 – 12: Tidepool Trekker

___ July 15 – 19: New Balance Foundation  
Marine Mammal Maniacs

___ July 22 – 26: Harbor Island Hopper

___ August 19 – 23: Fishellaneous

Harbor Discoveries Camp Senior Programs
(entering grades 6 and 7)

___ July 29 – August 2: Vibrant Vertebrates

___ August 5 – 9: Mysterious Ocean

___ August 12 – 16: AquaJobs

Advanced Aquarium Summer Institute
(entering grades 8 and 9. Two-week program  
only available for incoming 10th-graders.)

___ July 15 – 19: Aquarist in Training Session I

___ July 22 – 26: New Balance Foundation  
Marine Mammal Researchers

___ July 29 – August 2: Aquarist in Training Session II

___ August 5 – 9 and August 12 – 16: Field Expedition  
(two-week program)

All program communications and activities 
will be conducted in English. 
Application deadline: March 1, 2019

APPLICANT RESPONSE PROJECT
Summer programming with the New England Aquarium is  
a ton of fun and a great opportunity to learn about your  
connection to the ocean!

We want to know: 
Going into grades 4-7: What are you most excited to learn  
about or do at Harbor Discoveries Camp?

Going into grades 8-10: The Advanced Aquarium Science 
Institute prepares you for diving deep into a topic and learning  
the skills to understand and protect our ocean world – and we  
lean on your curiosities. Describe a topic, concept, or issue that
has to do with the ocean, that you find interesting, or that you
want to learn more about. Why is that topic interesting to you?
If you wanted to know more about this topic, where would you
go or whom would you turn to in order to get more information?
 
On a separate sheet of paper, answer the question by 
doing one of the following:

a) Draw a colorful picture
b) Write a one- to two-paragraph essay
c) Write a short poem or song

Harbor Discoveries Camps and
Advanced Aquarium Science Institute
2019 SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

PROGRAM SESSIONS 
Each participant is only eligible to receive a scholarship for a single program 
session each summer. Due to high demand and limited space, placement  
in a specific week is not guaranteed.

Special Opportunity: If two eligible scholarship applicants whose family has 
not previously participated in Harbor Discoveries apply for a scholarship by 
the deadline and name you as their referral source, you will become eligible for 
a second week of camp at the scholarship rate (depending on available space).
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