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In This Issue
From the President
In this issue of blue, we are celebrating new beginnings
at the Aquarium. I hope you will take time to read
about the many achievements already made by our
scientists at the recently launched Anderson Cabot
Center for Ocean Life, our researchers’ contributions
to the designation of the Northeast Canyons and
Seamounts Marine National Monument off the coast
of Massachusetts, and even the addition of a rescued
Northern fur seal pup to our New Balance Foundation
Marine Mammal Center. Most of all, my colleagues
and I are excited to share what we hope to be the future
of Boston’s downtown waterfront: our new master plan
for Central Wharf.
It is a significant vision that will reset the New England
Aquarium campus to create a truly transformative
public realm, reconnecting people and the city to its
most precious environmental, economic, and cultural
resource—Boston Harbor. It is important to note
that this is a vision for the Aquarium’s future and not
something that will directly impact our operations for a
number of years. Ultimately, we plan to expand public
access to the water, bring the educational mission of
the Aquarium out into the public space, and serve as a
model for resiliency planning on the harbor in light of
sea level rise, a consequence of climate change.
Specifically, our vision includes a public promenade
called the Blueway, featuring broad views from the
Greenway to the water’s edge at the far end of Central
Wharf. After significant investments were made in
the Rose Kennedy Greenway and cleaning up Boston
Harbor, this Blueway is designed to serve as the crucial
connection between these two vibrant resources of the
City of Boston. It fulfills the need for public access to
the waterfront for all.
Since its opening in 1969, the Aquarium has been
widely recognized as the catalyst for the redevelopment
of Boston’s downtown waterfront, and we feel that this
new master plan can again truly transform the public’s
accessibility to and enjoyment of this area.
While our vision for the Blueway is only in the
beginning stages, we are excited by the many
possibilities it holds for the city, our members, and the
public. It is truly a new beginning on Central Wharf.
Sincerely,

Dr. Nigella Hillgarth,
President and CEO
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CORRECTION
The name of the organization that sponsored an expedition to the Phoenix Islands Protected Area was
incorrectly identified in a story in the Fall 2016 issue of blue. The organization and program that hosted
New England Aquarium educator Nick Pioppi is SEA (Sea Education Association) Semester.
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Melt Away Your Winter Blues
As Boston settles into yet another
frigid winter, the Aquarium offers a
welcoming refuge where some of our
fish can transport the imagination to
warmer places.
The four-story Giant Ocean Tank
features a colorful coral reef teeming
with hundreds of Caribbean marine
animals. Stand before one of the
massive windows and you might
catch a glimpse of a red grouper and a
shiny permit. As you make your way
to the top, you may spy a deep-blue
Bermuda chub above the reef, evoking
the essence of the island.
Add color and a hint of warmth to a
gloomy day by visiting the Temperate
Waters Gallery to see the Spanish flag
grouper, a burst of yellow and orange,
and the Creole wrasse, with its bright
yellow spot. The Yawkey Coral Reef
Center is home to the brilliant yellow
and red Cuban hogfish and ultra-thin
Gulf pipefish. Then mosey over to
the Tropical Gallery for the venomous
reef scorpionfish with its bony body
and poisonous spines.

New Englanders who embrace
the cold may prefer the sinewy
giant Pacific octopus, undulating
through the chilly depths of the
Olympic Coast exhibit, or Southern
rockhopper penguins skimming
through their cool waters. If you don’t
mind venturing out into the brisk
harbor air, visit the New Balance
Foundation Marine Mammal Center
to find out what the Northern fur
seals and California sea lions are up
to. They are sure to warm your hearts.
But for those cringing from the cold,
you can always close your eyes, roll
up your sleeves, and dip a hand into
the warm waters of the Trust Family
Foundation Shark and Ray Touch
Tank and daydream of an exotic locale
and warmer days ahead. There’s no
better cure for cabin fever than a trip
to the Aquarium.
— Jon Kinson
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cool jobs
—Emily Bauernfeind

Chris Doller

Senior Aquarist, Jelly Whisperer
Eggs, planula, polyps, ephyra—
the intriguing stages of a sea
jelly’s life cycle are all too familiar
to senior aquarist Chris Doller.

contain either tiny
ephyra before they
become adults or fullgrown adult jellies,
also called medusae.

He’s been quietly and diligently
caring for jellies at the New
England Aquarium for 12 years.
While you probably won’t
see him during your visit—he
frequents chilly laboratories
and odd corners tucked away
behind the scenes—you have
him to thank for the moon
jellies, sea nettles, and many
other tentacled jelly species
you see pulsing around the
exhibits on Central Wharf.

At any given time, Chris
could have cultures
going for more than a
dozen species of jellies.
This constant rotation of
jellies at different stages
ensures the Aquarium’s
exhibits feature a rich
diversity of species, from
graceful sea nettles to
busy blubber jellies to
familiar moon jellies.

“If I had to pick a favorite
jelly, I’d probably say the
flower hats,” he said.
With their stripes and pink-tipped
coiled tentacles, flower hat
jellies are striking. Visitors can
see them settled on the bottom
of the Level 2 exhibit or draped on
the grassy habitat in their display.
The jellies are hand-fed live fish and
have yet to be raised in a controlled
environment. “I would love to
raise this species in captivity, and
we’re always trying. But for now,
you can only collect them from
waters around Japan during a
very short window in the spring.”

“I try not to (get stung),
but it happens,” said Chris.
“Even tentacles that have
broken off a jelly can still
sting you while you’re
cleaning the exhibit.
But caring for and raising jellies
is still a challenge I enjoy.”

Chris keeps those flower hat
jellies, and hundreds of other
jellies, healthy and well-fed
throughout their life cycles.
He is simultaneously raising
even more jellies in specialized kreisel tanks,
which feature a diffuse current so weak jellies
don’t get sucked into the filtration system. Some
tanks in the fifth-floor jelly culture lab have polyps
tricked into dormancy, while other tanks
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The lifespan of a jelly
can be as short as a few
months. With his vast
experience raising these
brainless creatures,
Chris knows when some
jellies on exhibit might
be nearing the end
of their life cycle and
when the exhibits will
soon need replacement
animals. That’s when
he’ll need to coax polyps
to mature. “We’re able
to trick the polyps into
thinking it’s spring
and time to reproduce
through temperature
control,” he explained.

While Chris concentrated
on marine sciences
for his biology degree
at Tufts University, he never expected to be working
with jellies. His first jobs out of school had him
wrangling penguins at the California Academy of
Sciences’ Steinhart Aquarium and caring for zebrafish
in a research laboratory at the Massachusetts

medusa

immature
medusa

Jelly Life Cycle

Institute of Technology. In 2004,
he jumped at the opportunity to
work in the jellies department at
the Aquarium, even if that meant
getting his fair share of stings.
“I try not to, but it happens. Even
tentacles that have broken off a
jelly can still sting you while you’re
cleaning the exhibit,” he confessed.
“But caring for and raising jellies
is still a challenge I enjoy.”

egg

Jellies go through several drastically different
life stages. Adult jellies, called medusae, can
reproduce sexually by releasing eggs and sperm
or asexually by forming anemone-like polyps
that strobilate, or bud off, identical
copies of themselves.

To learn more, visit neaq.org/blogs

polyp
with buds

planula

Photo below: A flower hat jelly (Olindias formosus) rests
on grassy habitat in its Aquarium exhibit on Level 2.

polyp
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catalysts for change
—Amy MacKinnon

Anderson Cabot
Center for Ocean Life
Since the spring launch of the Anderson Cabot Center for Ocean Life,
our researchers have achieved many notable accomplishments. Here’s
a sampling of how our science-based solutions to human-made threats
to the oceans are already making a difference for our blue planet.

UPDATE

Grants and
Awards
At the heart of the Anderson
Cabot Center is cutting-edge
marine research. So it’s no
surprise that our scientists
have received multiple grants
and awards to continue
exploring the best sciencebased solutions to the
ocean’s problems.
A researcher handles a cusk
(Brosme brosme) during field
research on catch-and-release
survivability.

Ursula, a female Northern fur
seal (Callorhinus ursinus), at
the Aquarium.

John Mandelman, Ph.D., the
Anderson Cabot Center’s
Vice President, said the
more notable awards
support bycatch reduction
technology to aid endangered
franciscana dolphins in
Northern Argentina and assist
a key pilot study investigating
the reproductive hormones
in declining populations of
Northern fur seals.
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In another exciting
development, an Anderson
Cabot Center researcher
shared a U.S. Agency for
International Development
Wildlife Crime Tech
Challenge grand prize
for a computer program
that digitizes shipping
declarations and invoices
so U.S. port inspectors can
more easily detect illegal
wildlife trade. The program,
Automated Shipment
Forensics, finds patterns
and determines the
probability of nefarious
practices, saving inspectors
from having to manually
search for wildlife and saving
it from dangerous situations.

Research

Policy

Mandelman also noted that
Anderson Cabot Center
researchers had a busy—and
successful—summer on the
water. Due to several years of
minimal sightings, the right whale
research team expanded its
surveys beyond its normal areas
in the Bay of Fundy and included
the Gulf of St. Lawrence.

September marked a significant
victory for the world’s oceans
with the celebration of the
designation of the Northeast
Canyons and Seamounts
Marine National Monument off
the coast of Massachusetts.

The decision paid off as the
team identified six mothercalf pairs across the survey
season and areas. Ironically,
and in what always seems to
happen in scientific research,
the whales also decided to trip
up the geographically scattered
research team and show up
again in force this year in the
Bay of Fundy, with about 70
animals—the most since 2010—
observed in the bay alone across
the season.
Farther south in the Gulf of
Maine, Mandelman’s team had
a very rewarding field season
examining the habitat and
movement patterns across a
variety of species, such as the
endangered thorny skate. His
team’s work also focused on
means to reduce the mortality
of discarded bycatch of key
groundfish species, such as
haddock and cod, in recreational
and commercial fisheries—an
important fulfillment of the
Anderson Cabot Center’s
mission to discover new ways to
manage ecosystems wisely.

Anderson Cabot Center
researchers provided decades’
worth of scientific content
critical to the Obama
administration’s decision to
protect this vital and vibrant
area. Aquarium President
Dr. Nigella Hillgarth, who
attended the Washington, D.C.,
ceremony at which President
Barack Obama made the
formal announcement, said,
“It is an exciting and important
step in helping to protect and
restore the health and vitality
of our oceans.”
(See page 8 for more
information.)

Red coral
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—Jon Kinson

Cool
time
green
to live blue
Going

North Atlantic right whale
mother and her calf

Publications
A paper co-authored by Vice
President and Senior Advisor
Scott Kraus advised that if
current conditions remain
unchanged, the very future
of the North Atlantic right
whale will be compromised
by human impacts.
The paper, “Recent Scientific
Publications Cast Doubt on
North Atlantic Right Whale
Future” published in Frontiers
in Marine Science, cited
scientific studies that reported
a drop in reproductive and
survivability rates among the
critically endangered whale
and warned that if drastic
measures aren’t soon taken
to protect and manage the
remaining population—measures
our right whale research team
have been researching and
testing for decades—the
species’ future is in doubt.

Learn More
Stay tuned! In the months ahead
Anderson Cabot Center researchers
will share yet more exciting
science-based solutions to problems
facing our oceans. Please visit
andersoncabotcenterforoceanlife.org
to learn more about our work or to
make a donation.

in the white of winter

The start of a new year is a perfect time to begin or refocus efforts
to live blue™. Here are some suggestions gathered from
Aquarium experts and others. Think and act globally and locally!
Reduce waste. Encourage your

community to choose products made
from recycled materials. Host or attend
a clothing swap. Show your support for
reducing the amount of plastic in your
community. Encourage your town to
join other Massachusetts communities
such as Concord in banning single-use
plastic water bottles and Brookline in
banning plastic bags.

Support alternative transportation.

Join community efforts to expand
options for alternative transportation,
including public transportation.

Conserve energy. Reduce energy
for heating and cooling by installing
programmable thermostats, insulating
hot water heaters, using ceiling fans,
making sure equipment is maintained
for optimal efficiency, and planting
shade trees near windows with eastern
or southern exposure. Install automatic
light switches that turn off lights when
a room is empty, and use power strips
to turn off appliances when they are
not in use.

Use electric snow removal products
rather than those powered by
gasoline. Better yet, if you can, go old-

school and clear your snow with a snow
shovel, broom, or brush. And stay away
from chemicals for treating ice on your
driveway or walkway. Sand, cat litter,
and ash from your fireplace or woodstove are more environmentally friendly.

Use heavy, lined curtains that extend
below the window frame to insulate
your windows and help keep in the
warmth. Close off rooms that are not

in use so you don’t waste energy heating
them. And let the sunshine in during
the day to naturally heat your house.

Eat a vegetarian meal once a week.

Growing vegetables uses fewer natural
resources and does less environmental
damage than raising cattle.

Growing your own vegetables is
healthy and saves money. Plan your

garden this winter and shop for seeds
when catalogs come out in January.
Consider starting slow and using raised
beds. Get a
jump on your
tomato and
pepper plants
by starting
them indoors.
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future ocean protectors
—Jon Kinson

Welcome,

Luna!

At just four months, she was found alone on
Southern California’s Newport Beach, exhausted
and underweight, noticeably so even under
two layers of some of the densest fur in the
animal kingdom. Fortunately that November
day, stranding specialists rescued the Northern
fur seal pup and brought her to the Pacific
Marine Mammal Center, where experts coaxed
food into her. She was only 8 pounds, a healthy
birth weight for a pup, but dangerously low for
this young fur seal. It took awhile to convince
her to eat on her own, but under the skilled
care of her rescuers, she began to thrive.
Even so, veterinarians at the stranding
center determined the pup didn’t have the
necessary skills to forage on her own and
couldn’t be released back into the wild.
That’s when the National Marine Fisheries
Service turned to the New England Aquarium
for help. Of course, we said yes.

In June, staff at the Aquarium’s
New Balance Foundation
Marine Mammal Center were
delighted to welcome the pup to
the Aquarium’s colony of sea lions
and fur seals. They named her Luna.
It didn’t take long for Luna to bond with her
trainers, but she did need to wait six weeks in
quarantine before meeting her new seal family. Any
concerns Luna’s trainers had about introducing her
to the older, larger fur seals and sea lions quickly
disappeared once the little pipsqueak showed
she was more than able to hold her own and then
some against the boisterous colony. Before long,
she was one of them, romping in and out of the
water, skittering after fish, and delighting visitors.
If you haven’t already stopped by the Marine
Mammal Center, we hope you visit soon
and welcome little Luna to the Aquarium!

Northern Fur Seal Facts
Unlike other seals that have
deep reservoirs of blubber,
Northern fur seals have two layers
of fur to keep them warm.
In fact, they have the second thickest fur of any animal,
topped only by sea otters. Fur seals have a dark
outer coat called guard hair, which protects a dense
undercoat from getting wet. Fur seals need to groom
themselves frequently throughout the day. This helps
create air bubbles under the guard hair, providing an
extra layer of warmth. Without this insulating layer of
bubbles, fur seals would not survive the frigid
temperatures near Alaska and Russia.
6

Northern fur
seals use their
nails for grooming.
A unique characteristic of
Northern fur seals is the
extraordinary length of their
hind flippers, which allow
them to groom from top to,
well, toe. Can you spot the
nails on the flipper?

Inset: Luna is fed by a trainer.
Luna, left, greets Kitovi, right.

In the wild,
Northern fur
seals spend about half
the year at sea.
They rest on their sides while
floating with their flippers out of
the water, one hind flipper covered
by a front flipper, creating an arch
above their side. This position is
commonly called “jug-handling.”
Holding their flippers together helps
the seals stay warm.
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global explorers
—Emily Bauernfeind

A MONUMENTAL MOMENT for

Our Oceans
Imagine thousands of dolphins skimming the ocean’s surface as far as the
eye can see while miles underwater, undiscovered marine species crawl
among thousand-year-old corals in complete darkness. This place is real.
Ocean animals
abound in this
region about
150 miles
southeast of
Cape Cod,
where the
continental
shelf drops
off into deep
canyons and
seamounts rise
from the ocean
floor nearby. In fact, this
region is so diverse and special
that President Barack Obama
designated it as part of the
Atlantic Ocean’s first underwater
protected area: the Northeast
Canyons and Seamounts
Marine National Monument.
On September 15, 2016, New
England Aquarium President
Dr. Nigella Hillgarth traveled to
Washington, D.C., to watch this
historic designation during the
third Our Ocean Conference.
“I was thrilled to be part of this
exciting event,” she said. “Decades
of research by scientists from the
Aquarium and other institutions
helped make the case that
the offshore canyons and
seamounts serve as vital refuges
Inset above: Atlantic white-sided
dolphin (Lagenorhynchus acutus)
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for a wide range
of ocean wildlife
and their crucial
habitats.”
The Aquarium’s
Scott Kraus,
Vice President
and Senior
Advisor at
the Anderson
Cabot Center
for Ocean Life, was
among the scientists
whose research illuminated the
rich diversity of this habitat. But
the promise of this monument
isn’t only in protecting its marine
life, it also lies in the research
opportunities going forward.
“We live in a world where the
oceans are warming and becoming
more acidic. We really need
reference habitats that are not
disturbed by human activities to
understand the impacts of climate
change, and this site is an exciting
opportunity to do that,” said Scott.
The new marine national
monument comprises 4,913
square miles around a series of
three canyons and four deepwater
seamounts in Georges Bank.
The canyons are deeper than the
Grand Canyon. The seamounts,
or underwater mountains, rise
13,000 feet from the ocean

floor. These areas are thriving
biodiversity hotspots and serve
as living marine laboratories that
help enhance our understanding
of the ocean environment and
our relationship with it.
Protection of this unique habitat
couldn’t come at a better time. As
technology evolves, pristine natural
areas like this face threats from oil
and gas exploration and
industrial fishing.
But designation
as a national
monument
permanently
protects this
area, which
is the size of
Connecticut,
from future
industrial
exploitation. It also
provides a ripe playground
for researchers to increase
our understanding of our
blue planet and monitor
changes over time.
So while many of us will not
visit this patch of ocean off
the coast of Cape Cod, rest
assured it will quietly make
history for the health of our
oceans for decades to come.

The tip of a bamboo coral (Lepidisis sp.)
colony reaches off the seafloor at 2,048
meters depth.
Above and below, the canyon floor is home to a variety of colorful and fascinating creatures.

AT A GLANCE:
Northeast Canyons
and Seamounts
Marine National Monument
Created
September 15, 2016

Size

4,913 square miles

Location

150 miles southeast of Cape Cod

Terrain

Three underwater canyons and
four underwater mountains
in two distinct areas

Native Species

Corals, fish, invertebrates,
and marine mammals, including
endangered sperm, fin,
and sei whales, and
Kemp’s ridley turtles

Protection

Recreational fishing will be allowed.
Commercial fishing and lobstering
will eventually be phased out.

This deep-sea octocoral can be found
throughout the marine national monument.
Inset: Sea star (Porania pulvillus)
All images courtesy of NOAA Okeanos Explorer Program,
Our Deepwater Backyard: Exploring Atlantic Canyons and Seamounts,
unless otherwise noted.
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members’ notes

Member
Visiting Tips
With February school
vacation just around
the corner, there’s no
better way to cure your
cabin fever than with
a visit to the New
England Aquarium.
Get Right to the Fun!
As a member, you never need
to wait to enter the Aquarium.
Expedite your admission
by having your current
membership card and a photo
ID in hand. Unless you need
additional tickets, you can
proceed directly to an entry
scanner to the left of
the Information Desk.
(Visiting during school
vacation week? Members get
to bypass the ticketing tent
and go directly inside!)

Renew Your
Membership Online
Visit neaq.org/membership
any time to renew your
membership; just bring your
confirmation email with you
when you visit. However,
memberships purchased
online require a minimum
of 48 hours to be processed
into our system, which means
that access to other member
benefits and discounts, such
as Simons IMAX® Theatre
passes, whale watch tickets,
and educational programs,
will not be available until
after that time. To take
immediate advantage of any
of these benefits, purchase
your membership in our lobby
or by calling 617-973-6555
weekdays 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Reserve Tickets in Advance
Our special venues—like the
Simons IMAX Theatre—can
sell out quickly. Ensure you
get to do everything you want
on your visit by ordering your
tickets in advance. Don’t
forget to use your member
IMAX e-passes and discount
when ordering by phone or
in person.

live blue TM —Take Public
Transportation
The Aquarium is located just
off the MBTA’s Blue Line,
so taking the T is easy—and
good for the environment.
If you are driving, check
neaq.org/parking for many
area parking options where
the Aquarium validates.

We Hear You
Loud and Clear!
We’re always working to make your member experience better.
So thank you to the thousands of Aquarium members who participated
in our focus groups, surveys, and even phone calls in 2016!
Your candid feedback has laid the groundwork for exciting changes
to membership in 2017. Stay tuned! In the coming weeks, look for
a big announcement in SeaMail, blue, and your mailbox.
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Sharing the Aquarium
with Friends
Members may purchase
discounted tickets for as
many additional guests as are
covered by your membership
level. For example, a Patron
level membership admits
four people (one member and
three guests) plus discounted
admission may be purchased
for an additional three guests.
Discounted tickets may be
purchased only in person for
same day use.

Avoid Peak Times
Most visitors arrive at the
Aquarium in the middle of
the day. Beat the crowds by
arriving before 10:30 a.m. or
after 3 p.m. As always, be sure
to check online at neaq.org for
any Aquarium alerts before
leaving home. Take advantage
of extended hours during
school vacation week.

Fish, Fun,
and Fright

A member-exclusive Halloween party
Thank you to everyone who joined us for our annual Halloween event
on Friday, October 28, 2016. We loved seeing the amazing creativity
in all your costumes—including Elsa, deep-sea creatures, Bubble
Guppies, and even a giant hamburger. This is a favorite event for our
staff as much as it is for you—our members! A special thank you to all
our wonderful volunteers who help make this event possible. Save the
date for this year – Friday, October 27!

Dive In!

Our members deserve the best—like the
exclusive opportunity to see your favorite
Aquarium exhibits, after hours and away
from the daytime crowds. Bring family
and friends to enjoy your Aquarium on
your night!

The next Dive In!
is on Monday, February 20.

neaq.org/memberevents
Questions?
Call 617-973-6564.

Photo: J. Hosman

P h o t o: K . ll e n b o g e n
E

Kick off 2017
with some romance!
We’re excited to announce that we are
planning a whole roster of events in 2017 just
for adults to enjoy the best of the Aquarium.
First up is our Valentine’s Day event,
That’s A-Moray, on Friday, February
10, from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. Grab a
date or a friend and join us for this unique
adults-only, member-exclusive evening that
will include a strolling buffet dinner, limited
open bar, and more. You must be 21 or older
to attend. Watch the mail for your invitation.
Ticketing begins January 5 at noon.
neaq.org/memberevents
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Introduce Your Kids
to the Wonders of
the Aquatic World!
Exciting programs with
Aquarium educators
Sea Squirts Ages 2 – 4
Learn about the blue planet alongside
your young child. Each hour-long
program focuses on developing
motor and language skills,
encourages early science skills, and
includes play, songs, and activities.
Classes are held in the Aquarium’s
Ocean Center.

January: Deep Sea
February: Ocean Opposites
March: Just Like You and Me

January
1/9

Member Advance
Registration Begins:
Harbor Discoveries
Summer Camps

Harbor Discoveries camps give kids hands-on

experiences.
Children entering grades 4
through 10 will have fun while
field trips to North Shore and South
learning about marine biology
Shore habitats, and an overnight
and environmental science in the
experience as nature serves as their
Harbor Discoveries summer camps.
outdoor classroom.
The one- and two-week programs
include behind-the-scenes activities
Visit neaq.org/camps or
in Aquarium galleries, excursions
call 617-973-5206 for more
to Boston Harbor Islands, daily
information and to register.

February
2/10

2/20

Did you know that a shrimp’s heart
is in its head? You can wear yours
on your sleeve when you kick off
a weekend of romance with your
Valentine at our member-exclusive,
21+ evening featuring cocktails,
a strolling buffet dinner, and
unparalleled ambiance. Let our
electric eel provide the spark to ignite
the power of love, cuddle in front of
our cute cuttlefish, or visit our red
octopus, which has plenty of love to
share as it has three hearts! Watch
the mail for your invitation.
neaq.org/memberevents

Our members are the best! Let us
show our appreciation by opening
the Aquarium just for you—after the
school vacation week crowds have
departed. Pretend winter isn’t outside
our doors as you stroll floor to floor,
leisurely exploring the fascinating
world of Tentacles or dipping your
hand into our touch tank to gently
feel the passing rays and sharks.
It’s your pace—it’s your night! No
reservations are required for this
event, but admission is strictly limited
to the number permitted with your
membership level.
neaq.org/memberevents

That’s A-Moray
Valentine’s Day
Adults-Only Member Event
7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.

Sea Squirts Preview
Check out this introduction to Sea Squirts
for children from ages 12 to 24 months.
Starts January 23.

FEE PER SERIES: $55 for members,
$100 for nonmembers*
*Nonmember fee includes Aquarium
admission. A $2 service fee will be added
to each reservation for nonmembers.

For more information, call 617-226-2123,
visit neaq.org/seasquirts
or email kids.ed@neaq.org.

Dive In!
A Member-Exclusive Evening
6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

2017 Members’
Programs and Events
Harbor Discoveries
Summer Camps members-only
advance registration starts
January 9, 2017.

Check out your 2017 Members’ Programs and Events Guide.
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March

Whale Watch
Season Begins
Be among the first to get a front-row seat to view one of the
ocean’s most magnificent and fascinating animals. Get a personal brush
with these beautiful behemoths as they breach, roll, feed, and flap their
flippers on Stellwagen Bank this season.
Check neaq.org/whale-watch for the Whale Watch schedule.

Films
Galapagos 3D:
Nature’s
Wonderland

39 minutes
Take the trip of
a lifetime with
Galapagos
3D: Nature’s
Wonderland.
Watch iguanas
claw their
way along the
seafloor. Swim
with tropical
penguins.
Wallow with grunting giant tortoises—all on
New England’s largest screen. Meet the animals
that gave us a greater understanding of life on
our blue planet.

Great White Shark 3D

presented by

3/30

Fin & Tonic
6:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Help encourage spring’s arrival
with our adults-only evening,
featuring delectable hors
d’oeuvres, a cash bar, special
programs and offerings … and no
kiddies. This is YOUR night to
play and enjoy your favorite parts
of the Aquarium. So leave the
little ones at home and join us!
Attendees must be 21 or older.
Tickets required. For details,
visit neaq.org/memberevents.

Use your
member card
for your
discount!

40 minutes
Get ready for a shark’s-eye
view as you plunge straight
into the underwater world
of nature’s most renowned
predator. Skip the shark cage;
discover the importance of
this spectacular species and
explore our blue planet.

Humpback Whales 3D
40 minutes
Fifty tons of jaw-dropping
adventure is splashing
down at the Simon’s IMAX®
Theatre—and that’s just from
one whale. Bring the entire
family on an epic journey
featuring never-before-seen
footage of these schoolbus-sized marvels inches from
your face in brilliant IMAX 3D.

Patron-level members and above receive a select
number of one-time-use IMAX e-passes, and all
Giving Society members receive discounts on
ticket prices! Call 617-226-2622
Tickets

Purchase member tickets at any Aquarium ticketing
location or by phone at 617-973-5200.
Films, prices, and showtimes are subject to change.

Rentals

Private screening and facility rentals, call 617-720-5104.

Parties

IMAX birthday parties, call 617-973-6508.

Check neaq.org for a complete list
of films and showtimes!

13

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Boston, MA
Permit 1113

Address Service Requested

Ma

r!
end a
l
a
c
ur
er ie s
rk yo

scov s
p
or D i
H a rb m e r C a m t i o n
a
m
r
u
t
s
S
gi
S
ce r e
n
BE R
a
v
M
ad
ME
!
9
R
y
O
r
a
TF
J US s on Janu
st a r t

21.4M/RD

Tonight you get to leave the little ones at home!
Join us for our spring

Join us for a member-exclusive
family-friendly evening
at the Aquarium.

Dive In!

Monday, February 20
6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Bring your friends and family to discover
the Aquarium after the vacation crowds
have left for the day.
Details inside.

Fin & Tonic
An Adults-Only Event for Members

Thursday, March 30
6:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Tickets required. Details, page 13.

