
Harbor Discoveries Camps 
2018 Scholarship Application
The Aquarium’s Harbor Discoveries Camps are one- and two-week 
experiences in which campers discover the life and habitats of the oceans. 
There is no other camp around quite like Harbor Discoveries. Hands-on 
encounters with amazing animals, daily field trips into coastal habitats, 
behind-the-scenes peeks at life at the Aquarium, and camping trips to 
Boston Harbor Islands are but a few of the adventures campers have 
while they learn about and explore the oceans in a safe and fun-filled 
environment.

Scholarship Eligibility
Scholarships are available to ensure that children who may not otherwise 
be able to afford Harbor Discoveries Camps can join us! 

Copay Structure
Scholarship recipients are required to pay a significantly reduced portion 
of the program’s tuition, dependent on their household’s Adjusted Gross 
Income (typically Line 37 from IRS Form 1040 or equivalent).

Annual Income 
Range

Junior/Senior 
Programs

Advanced 
One-Week 
Programs

Advanced 
Two-Week 
Programs

< $40,000 $50 $55 $115

$40,000 – $80,000 $100 $110 $230
 

Camp Information
Schedule
All camp programs follow the schedule outlined below. 
Early drop-off starting at 8 a.m. is available to scholarship recipients at  
no extra charge. There is no after-care.

Days Drop-Off Pickup

Monday – Wednesday 9 a.m. 5 p.m.

Thursday 9 a.m. (Camping Overnight)

Friday ––––– 1 p.m.

Two-week Advanced Programs spend the second week away, Monday 9 a.m. 
through Friday 1 p.m.

Transportation 
Campers are responsible for 
transportation to and from the 
Aquarium daily.

Meals 
Lunch and snacks, as well as all 
meals during the overnight event, 
are provided.

Questions and Contact 
Camp Office: 617-226-2425 
or harbordiscoveries@neaq.org

More Information 
neaq.org/camps

Instructions
1. Complete the Application
 a. A complete application includes:

q Filled-in application page
q Copy of the first page of your household’s 

most recently submitted 1040 tax form or 
equivalent

q Completed Camper Response Project

 b. Application can alternately be completed online.  
 neaq.org/campscholarship

2. Submit Application
Deadline is March 2, 2018.  
Thereafter, we will accept applications on a rolling  
basis until all scholarship spots are filled.
 a. Mail to:
  Harbor Discoveries Scholarship
  New England Aquarium
  1 Central Wharf
  Boston, MA 02110

 OR

 b. Email to: 
 harbordiscoveries@neaq.org 

  Subject Line: Scholarship Application 2018

3. Selection Process 
Selection is based solely on financial need and 
the camper’s interest in the program. We will 
inform you by email within a week of receipt that 
we have received your application. Following the 
March 2 deadline, we will review applications for 
completeness, eligibility, and expressed interest in 
attending. By March 16, we will email to inform 
you if you have been awarded a scholarship or placed 
on a waiting list. If space is still available and an 
application is submitted after March 2, we will  
notify you of your status within two weeks of receipt.

4. Paperwork and Co-Payment
If you are awarded a scholarship, we will 
automatically register you for the program. Your 
award notification email will have instructions for 
completing necessary paperwork (health forms, etc.) 
and for submitting tuition co-payment by the  
May 25, 2018, deadline. Do not send payment  
unless we contact you! 

Signature Founding Sponsor:

Explore the  
oceans with the
 New England 

Aquarium!

We come to Harbor  
Discoveries for the  

science. But the 
compassion of your team is 

outstanding. We go to a  
lot of camps, and you guys 

are exceptional. 
—Senior camper parent



fields. The second week will be an exploration 
of the unique habitats of the New England 
shoreline, putting new skills to use during a four-
night trip along the Maine coast as campers meet 
scientists and implement their new skills!

New Balance Foundation  
Marine Mammal Mentors
July 30 – August 3
Get up close and personal with the marine 
mammals of the Aquarium! Meet a seal, 
discover the demanding needs of caring for 
marine mammals, and investigate the realm 
of marine mammal training. Connect to the 
largest mammals on Earth by observing them 
on a whale watch, and learn how we study these 
animals in their ocean home. In this program, 
campers will investigate the local and global 
issues facing marine mammals. Explore what 
role you can play for the conservation of this 
magnificent group of animals!

Field Expedition 
Two-week program
August 6 – 10 and August 13 – 17
Get a taste of the fun and challenging life 
of a marine science field researcher during 
this two-week program! The first week will 
provide a comprehensive look at scientific tools, 
techniques, and protocols as campers gain 
familiarity on how to answer scientific questions 
through observations. Days will consist of studies 
in local habitats and at the Aquarium. For the 
second week, campers will set up a field camp 
on the Boston Harbor Islands, staying overnight 
Monday through Friday. While acting as a team 
of scientists in the wilds of Boston Harbor, 
campers will devise and examine questions 
through which to better understand our local 
marine ecosystems.

Aquarist in Training
August 20 – 24
Aquarists have tough jobs as they need to keep 
the animals in their care happy and healthy 
and help educate the public about marine 
life! Aquarists in Training will spend a fun-
filled week learning about animal collection 
techniques, tank maintenance, and habitat needs. 
Both behind the scenes at the Aquarium and 
in the field, campers will practice how to best 
share the undersea world with others. Most 
importantly, they will learn what it takes to care 
for the thousands of marine animals housed here! 
 
All Advanced participants must provide proof of 
swim competency.

about the questions that remain and 
create some of our own! Campers will use 
scientific techniques to embark on fun-
filled adventures to research the amazing 
mystery that is the global ocean of our 
blue planet.

Coastal Quest
August 6 – 10
The edge of the sea is a scientist’s treasure 
trove. This week, campers will find out 
what makes the coast such a valuable 
ecosystem! Campers will investigate 
the many watery habitats of eastern 
Massachusetts, from rivers to tidepools, 
learning how all life on land is connected 
to life in the sea!

Vibrant Vertebrates
August 13 – 17
What do you have that is shared by all 
fish, whales, and birds? A backbone and 
our one ocean, upon which we all rely! 
Vertebrates come in some amazing shapes 
and sizes, and are found throughout the 
aquatic world. Join us as we seek these 
spine-carrying creatures at the beach, in 
the water, and on a whale watch.

Advanced Programs
Participants entering grades 8 and 9  
in the fall of 2018 
Incoming 10th-graders are only eligible  
for two-week programs   

Coastal Zone Studies
July 9 – 13
Coastlines encompass many unique 
habitats—such as salt marshes, bogs, 
tidepools, and estuaries—that teem with 
life. Campers will examine the factors 
that impact these environments from the 
source of the Charles River to Boston 
Harbor. Be a research scientist and get 
active in the study of zoology, marine 
ecology, and coastal geology in the field. 
Campers will explore current issues that 
affect our coastlines, and what the future 
holds for these fragile ecosystems.

Marine Science 101
Two-week program
July 16 – 20 and July 23 – 27
Curiosity and exploration are what 
drive successful marine biologists. Build 
your marine science know-how in this 
two-week program. Begin the journey by 
learning what tools and research methods 
scientists use to assess the health of the 
environment onsite at the Aquarium, and 
on day trips to local habitats. Participants 
will practice research techniques and use 
tools common in the marine sciences 

Camp Programs 
Junior Programs
Participants entering grades 4 and 5  
in the fall of 2018

New Balance Foundation Marine 
Mammal Maniacs
July 23 – 27
How are we connected to our closest relatives 
in the sea? Delve into the world of marine 
mammals with the Aquarium by observing 
a seal training session and building toys for 
seal enrichment. Then, visit Earth’s largest 
animals on a whale watch. Through local 
coastal trips, campers will discover how the 
animals of the beach are connected to marine 
mammals in the ocean.

Fishellaneous
July 30 – August 3
There are fish in those waters ... and we’re off 
to find them! Campers will experience how 
scientists study the world of fish, and why 
it is important. Lessons on fish biology and 
habitats pair with practicing how to cast lines 
and hatch fish. All this teaches participants 
how fishers and scientists work to keep fish on 
the menu and in the sea.

Tidepool Trekker
August 20 – 24
Exploration is a scientist’s greatest joy, and 
the best tool for discovery! Through daily 
field trips, campers will spend the week 
discovering what our local beaches have to 
offer those with a keen eye and a curious 
mind. Seek out the creatures that spend their 
lives living in the extremes of tidepools and 
learn how they survive in a life between the 
tides!

Senior Programs
Participants entering grades 6 and 7  
in the fall of 2018

Harbor Island Hopper
July 9 – 13
The Boston Harbor Islands are home 
to a dynamic array of habitats hosting a 
tremendous variety of life. Join us as we 
explore a new and exciting island each day! 
Campers will learn about the islands’ histories 
and ecosystems as they explore tidepools, 
hike, and even pitch a tent for a night in our 
beautiful island backyard!

Mysterious Ocean
July 16 – 20
We have only explored about 5 percent of 
the world’s oceans. That means there are 
many incredible discoveries out there yet to 
be made! Join us as we develop new theories 

Thank you for your  
very generous contribution.  

It would not be possible for my 
son to attend such an amazing 
camp without a scholarship.

—Camper parent

Renasia came home 
every day smiling, 

laughing, and sharing 
her experience with 

the whole family.
—Junior camper parent



Please print clearly.

Camper’s name

Camper’s date of birth Gender

Camper’s parent or guardian name

School in spring 2018

Camper will be entering grade ____ in fall 2018

Language(s) (other than English) spoken at home: 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Is the camper a Boston resident? (check one)         Yes        No

Is the camper eligible for free or reduced lunch? Free       Reduced       No 

Campers receive a camp T-shirt. What is the camper’s T-shirt size? _______

Address

City

State ZIP code

Email address
Note: Program correspondence takes place primarily via email, when 
available, including acceptance notification and paperwork distribution.

Daytime phone number Evening phone number

Where did you find this application?

Please list any siblings who are also applying for a camp 
scholarship or have in the past. 

Name(s):__________________________________________________________

Please list any other children (including siblings) with whom you would 
prefer they attend the same week of programming as applicant.

Full name(s): ______________________________________________________

How many people in your household? ____ 

Statement of Value:
What do you hope your child will gain from attending Harbor Discoveries? 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

We would like permission to share excerpts from your Statement of 
Value and your child’s camper response with donors. Personal financial 
information will always be kept confidential and only be used in 
determining scholarship eligibility. 
Please check one:
__ Yes, you may share excerpts from this application.
__ No, please use these materials only for the application process.

Harbor Discoveries Camps 
2018 Scholarship Application

Signature Date

Signature Required 
I certify that, to the best of my knowledge, the information 
provided in this application is truthful, accurate, and complete.

Program Sessions
Each camper is only eligible to receive a scholarship for a single 
program session each summer. Due to high demand and limited 
space, placement in a specific week is not guaranteed. 
Rank in order of preference: For the sessions in the age range 
for which your camper is eligible, use the number 1 to indicate 
your first preference, 2 for your second preference, etc. Write in 
an “X” for any sessions your camper could not attend if awarded a 
scholarship.

Junior Programs  
(campers entering grades 4 and 5)
__ July 23 – 27: New Balance Foundation 

Marine Mammal Maniacs

__ July 30 – August 3: Fishellaneous 

__ August 20 – 24: Tidepool Trekker

Senior Programs  
(campers entering grades 6 and 7)
__ July 9 – 13: Harbor Island Hopper

__ July 16 – 20: Mysterious Ocean

__ August 6 – 10: Coastal Quest

__ August 13 – 17: Vibrant Vertebrates

Advanced Programs  
(campers entering grades 8 and 9. Those entering  
grade 10 are only eligible for two-week programs.)
__ July 9 – 13: Coastal Zone Studies

__ July 16 – 20 and July 23 – 27: Marine Science 101 
(two-week program)

__ July 30 – August 3: New Balance Foundation 
Marine Mammal Mentors

__ August 6 – 10 and August 13 – 17: Field Expedition 
(two-week program)

__ August 20 – 24: Aquarist in Training 

All program communications and activities  
will be conducted in English.
Application deadline: March 2, 2018

Camper Response Project
Summer camp with the New England Aquarium is a ton of  
fun and a great opportunity to learn about your connection to 
the oceans! 

We want to know: 
Going into grades 4-7: What are you most excited to learn about 
or do at Harbor Discoveries Camp?

Going into grades 8-10: Describe a topic, concept, or issue that 
has to do with the oceans, that you find interesting, or that you 
want to learn more about. Why is that topic interesting to you?  
If you wanted to know more about this topic, where would you  
go or whom would you turn to in order to get more information?

On a separate sheet of paper, answer the question by doing one 
of the following:  
a) Draw a colorful picture
b) Write a one- to two-paragraph essay
c) Write a short poem or song

This was a great  
experience for someone 
who may not have had 

the means to participate 
otherwise. She learned 

great insignt about animals 
and possible career paths  

in the future.
—Camper parent
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