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2,775
individuals attended 

22
Aquarium lectures as  
part of the Aquarium  

Lecture Series, supported  
by the Lowell Institute

1.39 million 
visitors to the Aquarium 

and Simons IMAX® Theatre

980,070 
social network connections  

915 
educators participated in teacher  

services, including workshops, 
professional development programs,  

and one-on-one consultations

18,661
Educator newsletter subscribers

12,094
Teacher Pass participants

Numbers at a Glance

21,737
active member households

63,477 
participants in  

student and youth programs

(includes school outreaches,  
home-school, after-school, 

Explorer, Sea Squirts,  
community programs) 

  

26,266 
participants in  

family-engaging programs

(includes community  
events, festivals, and  

birthday parties)

101 
part-time, temporary,  

and seasonal staff

8,573,658
page views on the  
Aquarium website

11

250 
full-time  

staff

Over its nearly 50 years, the New England Aquarium 
has served as a catalyst for global change through public 
engagement, commitment to marine animal conservation, 
leadership in education, innovative scientific research, 
and effective advocacy for vital and vibrant oceans. Your 
partnership in this mission has been essential, and we 
sincerely thank you for your contributions to our successes. 
Our community of donors and supporters has put the 
Aquarium in the position to redefine what an aquarium  
can be in the 21st century.

In 2016, the Aquarium focused on three key areas to 
further its mission: the Anderson Cabot Center for Ocean 
Life at the New England Aquarium, The Blueway,  
and Exhibit Master Planning. The results have  
been extraordinary.

On World Oceans Day 2016, the Aquarium launched its 
new research and conservation institute, the Anderson 
Cabot Center for Ocean Life at the New England 
Aquarium. Founded in part due to the generous support 
of longtime Aquarium supporters Linda Cabot and Ed 
Anderson, the institute is focused on expanding the 
Aquarium’s cutting-edge applied marine research and  
data-driven conservation solutions to mitigate human 
impacts on our oceans. 

As an international convening power, the Anderson Cabot 
Center achieved several successes in its first year alone. 
Chief among them was the designation by President Barack 
Obama of the Northeast Canyons and Seamounts Marine 
National Monument. The president’s decision was based 
in part on decades worth of data collected by Anderson 
Cabot Center researchers. And within days of its launch, 
the Anderson Cabot Center received recognition from the 
Massachusetts Department of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs, among other notable achievements. 

Then in September came the announcement of The 
Blueway, a major part of the Aquarium’s ambitious master 
plan to reinvigorate Central Wharf. As envisioned, The 
Blueway will create a public promenade that extends from 
The Rose Kennedy Greenway to the water’s edge at the 
far end of Central Wharf. Thanks to the efforts of then-
President Dr. Nigella Hillgarth and her colleagues, the 
reimagined Downtown Waterfront District represents an 
inspired vision of the Aquarium’s stewardship in a time of 
climate change, benefitting all. We so appreciate Nigella’s 
leadership on this and many other Aquarium endeavors, 
and wish her the very best as she returns to academia.

Of course, the Aquarium’s stewardship extends beyond 
the physical resources of our oceans. We are fortunate to 

have a stellar team of staff, volunteers, and partners who 
seek to educate and engage nearly 1.4 million visitors 
on ocean conservation. The public’s desire to learn more 
about aquatic ecosystems and the diverse life they contain 
is best demonstrated by the overwhelming success of the 
Aquarium’s 2016 debut of the Olympic Coast Exhibit. 

Thanks to the generous support of our donors and our 
longstanding partnership with the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, we debuted a revitalized 
Olympic Coast Exhibit in April 2016 to highlight the 
importance of the Olympic Coast National Marine 
Sanctuary and the value of marine sanctuaries in general 
and catapult attendance figures to near-record levels  
last year.

Building on that success, the Aquarium team spent much 
of 2016 planning its latest exhibit, Science of Sharks, 
which debuted in April 2017 to much acclaim. It’s an 
innovative new exhibit for the Aquarium, combining 
multimedia features and illustrating the enormous 
contributions made by researchers at the Anderson Cabot 
Center for Ocean Life to scientific literature and solutions.

It’s an exciting time to be a part of the New England 
Aquarium. As interim President and Chair of the Board of 
Trustees, we are grateful to everyone who contributed to an 
impressive 2016.

And we are deeply appreciative of our donors, members, 
and partners. By supporting the Aquarium, you become 
part of its core, part of its stewardship of the blue planet. 
We couldn’t do it without you. We look forward to your 
continued support as we expand our global advocacy for 
vital and vibrant oceans. 

Dear Friends,

Donna K. Hazard 
Chair of the Board of Trustees

Maliz Beams 
Interim President and CEO

210   
teens in live blue™  

Ambassadors program  
donated more than 

1,986 
hours to activities such 
as habitat restoration,  

clearing invasive  
plants, and collecting  

marine debris

1,571 
adult volunteers served 

114,304 
hours



In 2016, the Aquarium sought to 
expand that commitment even further 
with a vision for the future:  
The Blueway.

Collectively, the public has spent tens 
of billions of dollars cleaning Boston 
Harbor and submerging the Central 
Artery, which served as a barrier 
between the city and waterfront. In 
an effort to ensure that the many 
enriching benefits of those efforts are 
accessible to all and the future of the 
harbor in the era of climate change 
and sea level rise is protected, we have 
reimagined the public space at  
Central Wharf. 

The Aquarium’s master plan calls for 
a public promenade that will feature 
broad sightlines from The Rose 
Kennedy Greenway to the water’s 
edge at the far end of Central Wharf. 
The Blueway offers a cohesive plan 
to expand the public’s access to the 
Boston waterfront, further bring 
the Aquarium’s mission out into the 
public realm through transformative 
outdoor exhibits, and serve as a model 
for strategic planning on the harbor. 
In keeping with our mission, it’s not 
only educational and environmentally 
friendly, it’s accessible to all.

The response was overwhelming.

The Boston Globe editorial board 
called it “…a pragmatic vision to 
create a compelling public space…” 
This and other stakeholder responses 
highlighted the Aquarium’s strategy 
and ability to build consensus. 

While there is much work to be done, 
our vision for the Aquarium and 
downtown waterfront is helping  
to shape crucial discussions with  
both the city and state as the 
Municipal Harbor planning process 
moves forward.

This is a long-term project, a bold 
vision for the future we hope to use 

as a regional, national, and even 
international model for creative 
waterfront planning in an age of 
climate change. By reimagining the 
public space at Central Wharf, the 
Aquarium seeks to highlight the 
importance of Boston Harbor as an 
intrinsic economic, cultural, and 
environmental resource.

As Boston’s only cultural institution 
with a focus on the environment, the 
Aquarium remains committed to its 
stewardship of both the blue planet  
and the city it calls home.

During its time on Central Wharf, the Aquarium 
has fulfilled these goals in significant ways. There 
were several massive expansions, including the 
Animal Care Center in Quincy, where a record 733 
rescued cold-stunned sea turtles were rehabilitated 
in 2014. There were international conservation 
victories, including the 2008 designation of 
the Phoenix Islands Protected Area, the largest 
contiguous marine protected area in its time. And 
since 2010, the Aquarium has taken a leadership 
role in engaging the public in one of the world’s 
most important scientific issues, climate change, 
through the National Network for Ocean and Climate 
Change Interpretation. By all accounts, it’s been and 
continues to be a crucial success for the blue planet.

2016
A Pivotal Year in Review

Long before others saw promise in Boston’s downtown waterfront, the Aquarium 
identified the area as an unrealized opportunity to promote the city’s most 
important asset: Boston Harbor. For years the Aquarium stood alone on Central 
Wharf, connecting the city to the waterfront and the ocean beyond through 
innovative exhibits and educational and conservation programs. Aquarium staff, 
volunteers, and supporters joined forces to serve as stewards of the oceans, relying 
on advocacy to protect the city’s valuable resource.

But the Aquarium’s mission is more than a 
set of goals. It’s a promise made. A promise 
delivered. And in 2016, a promise exceeded.

No year has been as pivotal to the legacy and 
future of the New England Aquarium as 2016. 
It saw the culmination of the Aquarium’s 
master planning achievements begin to take 
shape in profound ways and be implemented 
across each spectrum of our mission. Through 
the generous support of valued donors and the 
extraordinary efforts of an extraordinary staff, 
the New England Aquarium has cemented its 
place as a strategic, global catalyst for ocean 
conservation well into the 21st century.

For nearly 50 years, the Aquarium has taken seriously its mission to be a catalyst for global 
change through public engagement, commitment to marine animal conservation, leadership in 
education, innovative scientific research, and effective advocacy for vital and vibrant oceans.

"...a pragmatic vision to create  
 a compelling public space..." 

The Boston Globe
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The Blueway
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Exhibit Master 
Planning

While the Aquarium has long had robust research 
and conservation departments, they tended to operate 
independently. In 2016, we set out to change that.

On World Oceans Day 2016, the Aquarium launched 
the Anderson Cabot Center for Ocean Life at the 
New England Aquarium. It combines cutting-edge 
marine research with the Aquarium’s convening power 
as an internationally recognized institution to create 
solutions to human impacts on our oceans. Framed on 
the Aquarium’s iconic foundation, the Anderson Cabot 
Center will continue to build collaborations among a 
range of stakeholders, including scientists, policymakers, 
engineers, fishers, 
conservation advocates, 
and the seafood industry to 
research and advocate for 
our oceans.

In its first year, the 
Anderson Cabot Center 
celebrated a host of notable 
accomplishments. Soon 
after its June 2016 launch, 
Massachusetts Energy and 
Environmental Affairs 
Secretary Matthew Beaton 
awarded the Anderson 
Cabot Center a significant 
grant to further its research 
on whale-friendly rope. 
This reduced-strength rope 
is modified to break when 
whales become entangled—
an important research 
project as entanglement is a 
leading cause of death among the critically endangered 
North Atlantic right whale.

The institute celebrated another ocean victory in 
September when President Barack Obama formally 
designated the Northeast Canyons and Seamounts a 
national monument using decades of data collected by 
Anderson Cabot Center scientists. Located about 150 
miles off the coast of Cape Cod, the nearly 5,000 square 
feet of underwater canyons and seamounts is home to 
deep-sea corals and provides a multitude of essential 
ecosystems to marine flora and fauna. We are proud to 
have been a part of helping to create the first East Coast 
monument and refuge for ocean life.

Looking forward, Anderson Cabot Center scientists will 
focus on three areas:

Marine Animal and Ecosystem Health: Increase marine 
animal and ecosystem vitality by reducing human 
impacts on oceans in a changing climate 

Marine Conservation Leadership Program: Prepare, 
empower, and convene a global network of conservation 
leaders

Fisheries Resilience: Reduce unintended mortality of 
marine mammals and fishes, and effects on environments 
caused by fishing practices

Doing so will help mitigate 
human impacts on our 
oceans in a time of climate 
change. Part of this 
requires that structures be 
identified and in place to 
measure the outcomes of 
all research and advocacy 
that emerges from the 
Anderson Cabot Center.

With nearly 40 staff 
members, including Nick 
Whitney, Ph.D., a recent 
addition to the shark 
research team who came 
onboard last fall, the 
Anderson Cabot Center 
for Ocean Life can claim 
multiple victories in its 
first year as it builds on 
the stellar reputation 

of the Aquarium and expands its global research and 
conservation reach well into the 21st century. 

Of course, these environmental achievements would not 
have been possible without the sustained support of our 
donors. We are particularly grateful to Linda Cabot and 
Ed Anderson, for whom the Anderson Cabot Center for 
Ocean Life is named, for their significant contribution to 
launching this vital new effort to advocate for even more 
effective ocean conservation.

The year 2016 proved to be pivotal for the future of the New England Aquarium, 
largely because it held to a tenant nurtured throughout its nearly 50-year history: 
stewardship. At its core, the Aquarium’s mission always has and always will adhere 
to the belief that responsible management of the oceans and all they sustain is its 
most important duty. Everyone affiliated with the Aquarium has proven to have 
the same deep and abiding commitment. By supporting the viability and integrity 
of the Aquarium, donors, members, and visitors are supporting the Aquarium’s 
mission to be effective advocates for vital and vibrant oceans.
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As exciting as our regional and international advocacy is, the 
heart of the Aquarium resides at Central Wharf. The Aquarium’s 
commitment to its visitors has never been stronger.

In 2016, the Aquarium revitalized its Olympic 
Coast Exhibit to span three colossal tanks with two 
giant Pacific octopus and a plethora of tidepool 
invertebrates, including a blossom of anemones, 
magical sea stars, and the Pacific spiny lumpfish. 
The goal of the exhibit, generously supported 
by the Massachusetts Cultural Facilities Fund, 
the Amelia Peabody Charitable Fund, and the 
National Marine Sanctuary Foundation, was to 
highlight the importance of habitat protection 
afforded by the National Marine Sanctuary 
System, including New England’s own Stellwagen 
Bank National Marine Sanctuary. 
Mission accomplished.

The combination of the new exhibit and  
the wildly popular theme program,  
Tentacles Take Hold, helped the Aquarium 
enjoy one of its most successful years on 
record. Attendance reached nearly 1.4 
million, and the Aquarium surpassed its 
revenue projections for the year. Visitor 
feedback was uniformly enthusiastic—
always the overarching goal.

Coming off such a successful year at  
the gate, staff aimed to exceed expectations 
for 2017. And the debut of the Science 
of Sharks exhibit, which opened in April 
2017, proved that old adage success breeds 
success. It was met with positive media 
coverage and high attendance numbers 
during its member-exclusive opening. 
With an innovative design and interactive 
displays highlighting the diversity and 
quirky biology of sharks, this new exhibit 
is resonating with audiences: sharks are 
animals that should inspire awe, not fear. 
As Aquarium staff members embark on 
a comprehensive assessment of exhibit 
space, with the needs and interests of 
technologically-savvy audiences in mind, 
expect future exhibits to continue to engage, 
educate, and entertain in creative ways.  

Photos, bottom left and 
right: Brian Skerry



GREAT BENEFACTORS
The following donors have committed 
$1 million or more cumulatively,  
since the New England Aquarium’s  
opening in 1969.
 
Anonymous (3)
Bank of America
Robert L. Beal*
Anita and Joshua Bekenstein
Arthur F. Blanchard Trust,  

BNY Mellon, Trustee
The Boston Foundation
Bill and Barbara Burgess
Linda Cabot and Ed Anderson
Conservation International
Global Conservation Fund
Charles Hayden Foundation
Barbara and Amos Hostetter
Institute for Museum and  

Library Services
Irving Oil
Jane’s Trust
John and Marilyn Keane
Mr. and Mrs. George M. Lovejoy Jr.
The Lovett-Woodsum Family
The Lowell Institute
Massachusetts Clean Energy Center
Massachusetts Cultural Council
Massachusetts Development 

Authority
National Grid
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration
National Science Foundation
New Balance Foundation
Office of Naval Research
The David and Lucile Packard 

Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. A. Neil Pappalardo
Amelia Peabody Charitable Fund
Hans and Margret Rey/ 

Curious George Fund of 2001
Richard Saltonstall Charitable 

Foundation
James and Marilyn Simons

David B. and Margot D. Stone
Mr. and Mrs. Edward A. Taft Sr.
Edward and Pamela Taft
Diane, Martin, David, and  

Laura Trust and The Trust  
Family Foundation

Edwin S. Webster Foundation
Yawkey Foundation

2016 INDIVIDUAL  
ANNUAL GIFTS
The following individuals provided 
unrestricted operating gifts to the 
Aquarium in 2016, as members of the 
President’s Circle and Navigator and 
Conservation Societies.

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE 
$25,000+
Anonymous
Maliz and James Beams
Anita and Joshua Bekenstein
Stephen and Mary Birch  

Foundation Inc.
Mr. Keith Bostic and  

Ms. Margo Seltzer
Bill and Barbara Burgess
Paul and Sandra Edgerley
Michael and Barbara Eisenson
Donna and Chip Hazard
Barbara and Amos Hostetter
Pamela, John, Victoria, and 

Caroline Humphrey, Joanna 
Humphrey Flynn, and  
Bryan Flynn

Karp Family Foundation
Ms. Kathryn B. Kavadas
Dr. Anne C. Kubik and  

Mr. Michael Krupka
Mr. John N. Little and  

Ms. Nancy Wittenberg
The Lovett-Woodsum Family
Alistair, Sharon, and Rebecca Lowe
Joe and Katherine O’Donnell
Mr. and Mrs. A. Neil Pappalardo
Anne B. and Stephen C. Peacher
Mary and Peter Renner

Karen Foote Richards
Liz and Duncan Richardson
Gail Sullivan and Scott Page
Diane and Martin Trust*
Kendra and Peter Wilde

NAVIGATOR SOCIETY  
DEEP SEA 
$15,000 – $24,999
Diane Arnold and Dean 

Goodermote
Ms. Cynthia A. Becton
Mr. and Mrs. Jared A. Chase
Daniel and Grace Evans
Ogden and Nina Hunnewell
Thomas and Michelle King
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Mui

NAVIGATOR SOCIETY COASTAL 
$10,000 – $14,999
Anonymous
David Bechhofer and Kate Neave
Ms. Katrine S. Bosley
Ms. Frances D. Burden
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas R. Burton III
Linda Cabot and Ed Anderson
The Cedar Street Foundation
Reed and Ronnie Chisholm
Dr. John and Bette Cohen
Mr. and Mrs. David I. Crowley
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Dubitzky
Mr. and Mrs. Dozier L. Gardner
Mr. and Mrs. R. Jeremy Grantham
The Janey Fund
Darlene and Jerry Jordan
Sherry and Alan Leventhal
Doug Lober and Ann Bitetti
Tristin and Martin Mannion
Marion and David Mussafer
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey F. Peters
The Jeffrey H. Pierce Family
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Reed
Paul and Kristen Reeder
Kathleen and Ross Sherbrooke*
David Andrew Trust

NAVIGATOR SOCIETY HARBOR 
$5,000 – $9,999
Anonymous (4)
Kristen and James Atwood
Mrs. Hope Lincoln Baker*
Melissa and Geoffrey Ballenger
Kati and Bob Bannish
Jeannie and Henry Becton Jr.
Edmund and Betsy Cabot  

Charitable Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph P. Campanelli
Ms. Terri Campbell
Mr. and Mrs. Richard G. Casey
Brian and Karen Conway
Ms. Ellen Curren and  

Mr. John Lees
Mr. and Mrs. Paul W. DiMaura
Dr. Mary F. Dockray-Miller and  

Mr. Michael A. Miller
John and Jennifer Eielson
Jamie and Katie Fagan
Mr. and Mrs. Lionel P. Fortin
Anne and Walter Gamble
Hastings Family Foundation
Helen G. Hauben Foundation
Tim and Jaimee Healy and Family
Dr. Nigella Hillgarth
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Holding Jr.
Jeffrey and Roxanna Hurst
Mary Alice Karol
Meg and Jonathan Kelly
Judith and Douglas Krupp
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas W. Lance

Bill and June Larkins
Alexander and Lianne Leventhal
Michael S. Lorber
Mr. and Mrs. George M. Lovejoy Jr.
Ann and George† Macomber
Dr. Andrew S. Magee
Michael Mars
The Mateo Family
Michael E. Mooney
Mr. and Mrs. William A. Muggia
Charles Nadler and  

Louise Mauran Nadler
Kim Ogden and Frank Huntowski
Mrs. May H. Pierce
Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Pothier
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Quinn
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew G. Spangler
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin J. Sullivan
Mr. and Mrs. James W. Taylor
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Trumbull
Mr. and Mrs. Ming H. Tsai
Michelle and Andrés Vilms
Louis J. and Carol M. Volpe
Ann Welsh and Carden Welsh
Mr. and Mrs. Charles S. Willauer
Mrs. Katherine B. Winter*

NAVIGATOR SOCIETY RIVER 
$2,500 – $4,999
Anonymous
Don Abrams and Roberta Rubin
Ms. Shoma Aditya and  

Mr. Constantin Von Wentzel

Mr. Mark Aher and  
Ms. Jacqueline McCoy

Mr. James Allan
Mr. and Mrs. David J. Bernstein
Paul D. Birch
Mr. Joshua S. Boger and  

Ms. Amy Schafter Boger
Mr. and Mrs. Jacob F. Brown II
Susie Buttrick*
Mr. and Mrs. Jeremiah Cole-Kelly
Leanne Cowley and Steven Galante
Mr. and Mrs. Hillyard R. Danforth
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory C. DeSisto
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Doyle Jr.
Mr. Bart Epker and  

Ms. Medha Sinha
Mr. and Mrs. John K. Felter
Mr. and Mrs. Walter J. Flaherty
Ms. Ellen W. Griggs and  

Ms. Judith Erdman
Mr. and Mrs. Henry L. Hall Jr.*
Harry Hanson and  

Annie Hollingsworth
Mrs. Serena Hatch
Ann Hochberg and  

Howard Weinstein
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy A. Ingraham*
Dr. and Mrs. David I. Kosowsky
Ms. Teresa Koster and  

Mr. Errin Siagel
Robert A. Lawrence
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Lennox
Mr. Douglas P. Leu and  

Ms. Debbie Pepper

Thank you to the Richard Saltonstall Charitable  
Foundation for its generous support of the  
Anderson Cabot Center for Ocean Life at the  
New England Aquarium.
A long-time supporter of the Aquarium, the Richard Saltonstall 
Charitable Foundation’s multi-year funding has helped catalyze 
the Anderson Cabot Center, which applies cutting-edge marine 
research, data-driven conservation solutions, and public 
engagement to ensure a future for the oceans in which resources 
are used sustainably, critical species and habitats are protected, 
and ecosystems are managed wisely.

Through its generosity, the Richard Saltonstall Charitable 
Foundation has amplified the Aquarium’s proven efforts to 
strengthen the health of our oceans and will enable the Anderson 
Cabot Center to find and implement innovative, scalable solutions 
to specific challenges that affect marine species in the Gulf of 
Maine and other at-risk locations around the world.

This publication lists all donors of $500 or more during the fiscal year (January 1, 2016 – December 31, 2016).  
To learn more about the Aquarium’s giving programs, please email the Development Office at  
giving@neaq.org or call 617-226-2622.

Thank you for your support!

Photo: Brian Skerry
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Ms. Elizabeth Lyman
Oxford Fund Inc.
Dr. Larry Madin
Stephen and Donna Mastrocola
Mr. and Mrs. Craig McClain
Mr. and Mrs. Tim R. Palmer
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas V. Pedulla III
Bud and Margaret Ris
Emily F. Schabacker
Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Soden, Esq.
Pat and David Squire
Peter and Susan Stevens
Jonathan and Sarah Stone
Mrs. Susan T. Strauss
Dr. Susan E. Sunbury and  

Dr. James S. Allan
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Swett
Kate and Ben Taylor
Ms. Ami Teruya and  

Dr. Leon Sanchez
Mrs. Walter H. Trumbull*
Judy and Richard Usen
Linda and Stephen Woodard

NAVIGATOR SOCIETY 
FRESHWATER 
$1,500 – $2,499
Anonymous (5)
Mr. James R. Andrew
Mr. Colin M. Angle and  

Dr. Erika Angle
Mr. and Mrs. George D. Behrakis, 

The Behrakis Foundation
Michael J. Bohnen, Esq.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles S. Boit
Mrs. Dianne Brown
George and Valerie Buckley
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory J. Burkus
John and Pat Chory
Stewart B. Clifford Jr.
Mr. and Ms. Walter Collins
Heidi Cox
Ms. Flora E. D’Angio*
Bruce C. and Lynn B. Dayton
The Apple Lane Foundation
Ms. Alexandra Ellwood and  

Mr. Assar Westerlund
Engerman Family
John and Vicky Garnsey
Dr. Jeff Gore and Ms. Sena Kang
Ms. Kathy Grise and  

Ms. Alex Grise
Charlotte and Kurt Hemr
Mr. Winston E. Henderson
Mr. and Mrs. Edward C. Johnson IV
Ms. Natalie C. Johnson
Kay and David Kane
Dr. Michael G. Kauffman and  

Ms. Sharon Shacham
John Keane
Carol and Doug Linde
Mr. and Ms. David Mackie
Dr. Ruth M. Marrion
Ms. Sally Martin and  

Mr. Terry D. Martin
Dennis Mitchell and  

Jessi Marcoff

Mr. David L. Morris and  
Ms. Evelyn Krache Morris

Mr. Joseph Parse and  
Ms. Kamlyn Haynes

Ms. Anastasia Pavlovic
Michael and Frances Payne
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey O. Plank
George and Nancy Putnam*
Kathy and George Putnam
David and Susan Rockefeller
Mr. René A. Ruiz and  

Dr. Susan Ruiz
Maurice and Luly Samuels
Linda and Ron Savage
Philip Schiller and  

Kim Gassett Schiller
Cynthia Stalker and Darrell DuPont
Mrs. Margot D. Stone
Robert and Mary Uek
Ms. Lee S. Varon
Mr. and Mrs. Monte J. Wallace
Mr. Scott Wayne
Mrs. Kim Wilson and  

Mr. Roger Nuss
Dr. Charlotte Yeh
Peter and Ginia Ziobro

CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
SUPPORTERS 
$1,000 – $1,499
Anonymous (2)
Jonathan and Penny Altman
Mr. Aaron L. Baggish, M.D. and 

Ms. Sylvia C. Winter
George Baldwin and Family

Dr. and Mrs. James F. Bastian
Mrs. Wendy W. Benchley
Mr. Gerald W. Blakeley Jr. and  

Dr. Tenley E. Albright
Ms. Jan C. Brett
Susan Briggs
Cady Family Foundation
Mr. David M. Carlstrom and  

Ms. Camille Carlstrom
Ms. Julia Cichowski
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory R. Clark
Ken and Ginny Colburn
Tina Donnarummo
Mr. James F. Dore and  

Mrs. Teresa Dore
Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Dowden
Dr. Jeffrey Ellenbogen and  

Dr. Marina Bedny
Dr. and Mrs. Kerry A. Emanuel
Graig and Jacqueline Fantuzzi
Mr. Jonathan Flynn and  

Ms. Carrie Dunsmore
Elise and Richard Frisbie
Daniel and Patricia Gillis  

and Family
Anne E. Grape
Jocelyn and Fred Greenman
Mr. and Mrs. Perry Harris IV
Ms. Ruth Hartman and  

Mr. Jon Fernans
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Heafitz
Ms. Emma Heizer
Ms. Joan C. Hiam
Lily Rice Hsia and John Hsia
Ms. Elizabeth L. Johnson
Mr. David Kloss and  

Ms. Karen Scott
Mr. David S. Lang and  

Mrs. Heather Lang
Mr. and Mrs. Murray Lapides
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Lapidus
Robyn L. Laukien
Mr. and Mrs. George Lewis*
Mr. Scott M. Lincoln and  

Mrs. Amy Auman-Lincoln
Cynthia and Kent Lundberg
The MacPherson Fund Inc.
Ms. Susan T. Mahan
Mr. and Ms. Michael J. McConnell
Sean and Lisa McGrath
Dr. John Meyers
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Morzano
Mr. Alexander A. Notopoulos and 

Ms. Alexis Anderson

Ms. Lisa Olney and  
Mr. Tim Fulham

Mr. Richard B. Osterberg
Mr. and Mrs. Laird P. Pendleton
Mr. Charles J. Pentis and  

Ms. Holly F. Malarney
Mr. Dan Powell and  

Mrs. Catherine Powell
Mr. Aaron M. Pressman and  

Ms. Whitney Connaughton
Emma and Mike Reeve
The Saul Family
Mr. and Mrs. Kitt Sawitsky
The Shane Foundation*
Ms. Mary Shannon and  

Ms. Elle Shannon
Sholley Foundation Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Cris Shuldiner
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Skerry

Robert and Deborah Slotpole
Mr. and Ms. Craig Speck
Mr. and Ms. Donald J. Steiner
Mr. and Mrs. Karel Steiner
Mr. Gerald A. Swislow
Mrs. Barbara Thibault and  

Dr. George Thibault
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew C. Torrey
Mrs. Myra von Turkovich
Mr. and Mrs. Glen L. Urban
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Walsh
Ms. Nancy J. Wheatley
Mr. and Mrs. Dudley H. Willis
Mr. Eric J. Wu and  

Ms. Samantha A. Spencer
Mr. Ruxiao Ye and Ms. Xin Cui
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Yaphe
William S. Zielinski and  

Karen Lee Sobol

The Aquarium is excited to welcome longtime supporter 
Thomas Burton to the Board of Trustees. Tom joined 
the Aquarium’s Board of Overseers in 2010 because he 
saw an opportunity to align his professional experience 
as the Founder and Chair of the Energy and Clean 
Technology practice at Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, 
Glovsky and Popeo, P.C. with his personal desire to 
drive important change for the environment and the 
many communities around Boston. 

“The Aquarium’s work is so important because 
environmental health and well-being have a direct 
impact on human health and well-being,” Tom said.  

After serving as the Chair of Overseers, Tom was 
invited to join the Board of Trustees in 2017. Tom is a 
passionate advocate for the Aquarium and its future, 
including the growth of the Anderson Cabot Center  
for Ocean Life. For Tom, the launch of the Anderson 

Cabot Center represents the opportunity to truly 
establish the Aquarium as a leader for ocean 
conservation. Tom is also dedicated to connecting 
engaged and enthusiastic ocean advocates to the 
Aquarium. This desire to grow and strengthen the 
Aquarium community made Tom the perfect person 
to serve as Chair of the 
Board’s CEO Search 
Committee. Tom is 
“excited to bring a 
transformational and 
excellent CEO to lead 
the Aquarium into 
the future.” 

We are grateful for  
Tom’s dedication to help 
lead the Aquarium into  
an exciting new era.

MEDITECH’S Commitment  
to Equality and Access for All 
Thank you to MEDITECH for its support of the New England 
Aquarium’s Teacher Resource Center’s Free to Learn program.

In 2016, over 14,000 schoolchildren visited the New England Aquarium 
through its Teacher Resource Center’s Free to Learn program. 
The goals of the program are to help connect teachers to quality 
professional development resources that enrich their science teaching 
by providing relevant curriculum and classroom materials that include 
hands-on experiential lessons, and help ensure that children with 
the most need are able to visit the Aquarium through field trips made 
available to their schools at no cost.

Providing access to students in underserved 
schools and communities is critical to helping 
to narrow the achievement gap and to creating 
educational parity.  

The New England Aquarium is grateful to 
MEDITECH and to Neil Pappalardo, the firm’s 
Chairman and Founder, and to his wife, Jane,  
for their steadfast support of the Aquarium  
since its inception in 1969.  
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Thomas Burton: A leader for the present and the future!

*Charter member *Charter member

Tom Burton on a New England Aquarium research 
trip with Anderson Cabot Center Vice President, 
John Mandelman.



CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
CONTRIBUTORS 
$500 – $999
Anonymous (6)
Dr. Aryeh Abeles and  

Dr. Shyoko Honiden
Mr. Douglas M. Adams and  

Dr. Denise D. McHugh
Mr. John C. Amoroso*
Ms. Susan Avery
Mr. Mark Bailey
Mr. and Mrs. F. Remington Ballou
Kate and Gordon Baty
Mr. and Mrs. Steven L. Blumsack
Dr. Benjamin B. Bolger
Annie and Julian Bourne
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Cabot
Ms. Casey Carlson and  

Mr. Bill Stone
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Carson
Dr. John Chapin and  

Ms. Andrea Marzetti
Mr. Peter Coffin and  

Mrs. Ann Coffin
Jennifer Lenox Craig
Mr. and Ms. Joel Culp
Rebecca Curtiss and Leah Curtiss
Mr. Michael Daitzman and  

Dr. Lesley Michalowsky
Mr. Fred G. Davis and  

Mrs. Jane Hilburt-Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Armen Davtian
Mr. C. Russell de Burlo Jr.*
Dr. Carolyn Dever and  

Mr. Paul Young
Michael and Suzanne Dunn
Mr. and Mrs. John L. DuPre
Ms. Megan Eastwood
Donald J. Evans
Mr. and Mrs. Jack A. Faer
Mr. and Ms. Angel L. Flores-McLeod
Mr. and Mrs. Peter C. Forkner
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher  

F. O. Gabrieli
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew J. Gardella
Mr. Dino Genova
Leilani and Andrew Germain
Anne Gilson
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hart
Mr. Hans Heilman and  

Ms. Nancy Shepard
Linda Pizzuti Henry and John Henry
Mr. Karl J. Hirshman
Dianne Hobbs
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Houghton

Nancy and Charles Hovey
Ms. Bessie Howard
Mark D. Iafrati and  

Jane E. Freedman
Mr. Steve Imrich and  

Ms. Cynthia Smith
Mr. Robert Izzo and  

Mrs. Marjorie Izzo
Mrs. Bobbe F. Jacobson
Richard Jacobus Jr.
Mr. Jonathan Jordan and  

Mr. Daniel Jordan
Barbara and Leo Karas
Ms. Amanda Kelley-Teng and  

Mr. Alex Teng
Ed and Kathleen Kelly
Ms. Susan Knack
Mr. and Mrs. Northrup R. Knox Jr.
Mr. Phillip E. Ledin and  

Ms. Janet Morehouse
Mr. Jim Lee and  

Ms. Caroline Reeves
Ms. Alison Levy and  

Mr. Craig Levy
Jacqui Lipson
Mr. John D. C. Little*
Ms. Jane Loos
Mr. Daniel Mansuri
Dr. and Mrs. David F. Marcus
Mr. Alan Marshall and  

Mrs. Laurie Marshall
Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Mast Jr.
Mr. Mark Matuschak
Ms. Danielle McIntyre
Mr. Stephen Mead Jr. and  

Mrs. Laetitia F. Mead
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Miller
Ms. Sy Montgomery
Mr. Robert J. Myslik and  

Ms. Shari Melto
Gordon and Jane Nelson
Carter and Sydney Olson
Vaughan O’Neal
Mr. and Mrs. Randall Orbon
Ms. Carol S. Parks
Mr. Randy Peeler and  

Ms. Katherine C. Kellogg
Drs. Robert A. and  

Veronica S. Petersen
Susan D. Pett
Richard and Paula Pierce
Ms. Susan Pioli and  

Mr. Martin Samuels
Ms. Amanda Pitcher

Ms. Keri Pyke
Ms. Karen Rankin
Mr. Godfrey A. Rockefeller Jr.
Mr. Craig Rodriguez
Ms. Carol J. Rugani
Daniel and Jessica Schmitz
Mr. and Ms. David Segal
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Sharpe
Mr. Kevin Sheehy
Dr. Neil S. Shifrin
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Sidman
Ms. Dorothy Silver
Mr. Edward Smith and  

Mr. Rick Aoare
Ms. Elizabeth D. Smith
Mr. Michael Smith
Mr. Richard C. Smith Jr. and  

Mrs. Susan O. Smith
Ms. Joan S. Strauss
Mrs. Lucy B. Stroock
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Sullivan
Janet L. Testa
Ms. Maggie Tyler and  

Mr. Lee Rubenstein
Mr. and Mrs. Paul van Mulbregt
Mr. Ralph F. Verni and  

Mrs. Kathleen Verni
Dr. Chris Waller and  

Dr. Mary Bradley
Mr. Paul V. Walsh and  

Ms. Jennifer Sudduth Walsh
NCW Charitable Foundation
Mr. Walther T. Weylman*
Ms. Emily White
Ms. Sarah Whittaker
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Will
Mr. Keith Willits
Mr. Ted Wolfrum
Mr. David Wypij and  

Mr. Timothy Baum

INDIVIDUAL, FOUNDATION, 
GOVERNMENT, AND 
CORPORATE GIFTS  
AND GRANTS
The following donors, members, and 
sponsors contributed cumulative gifts, 
grants, and awards of $500 or more 
to the New England Aquarium in 
2016. This includes restricted gifts 
from individuals, corporate sponsors, 
partners, members foundation, and 
government grants and contracts.

$100,000 AND ABOVE
Anonymous (2)
Linda Cabot and Ed Anderson
Irving Oil
The Lowell Institute
Massachusetts Executive Office 

of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs

National Grid
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration
New England Aquarium Education 

Fund at The Boston Foundation
The Prince Albert II of Monaco 

Foundation
Richard Saltonstall Charitable 

Foundation
The Seaver Institute
United States Agency for 

International Development
University of Massachusetts, 

Amherst
University of Massachusetts,  

Boston 
Waitt Foundation

$50,000 – $99,999
Anonymous
Bank of America
BNY Mellon
Cabot Corporation
Sarah K. de Coizart Article Tenth 

Perpetual Charitable Trust
Dell
Hazard Family Foundation
Institute for Museum and  

Library Services
Island Foundation Inc.
Arthur L. and Elaine V. Johnson 

Foundation
Massachusetts Cultural  

Facilities Fund
Massachusetts General Hospital
New Balance
The Perkin Fund
Norman H. Read Charitable Trust
The Volgenau Foundation
Woods Hole Oceanographic 

Institution

$25,000 – $49,999
Anonymous (3)
Boston College
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Dwyer
Eaton Vance Corporation
Harvard Outings & Innings
Korein Foundation
Marine Mammal Commission
Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology

MEDITECH
National Geographic Society
National Marine Sanctuary Foundation
Polar Beverages
Sappi Fine Paper North America
Schrafft Charitable Trust
The TJX Companies Inc.

$15,000 – $24,999
Mr. David J. Aldrich and  

Mrs. Janet Aldrich
Mr. Nathan Aldrich and  

Ms. Sage Ungerleider
Brigham and Women’s Hospital
Centerplate
The Curtis and Edith Munson 

Foundation
Digital Federal Credit Union
The Dorr Foundation
Ann Hochberg and  

Howard Weinstein
Liberty Mutual
The MathWorks Inc.
Santander
Saquish Foundation
University of Massachusetts Boston, 

Student Activities
Edwin S. Webster Foundation
World Wildlife Fund-Netherlands

$10,000 – $14,999
Anonymous
Analog Devices, Inc.
BAE Systems, Electronic Systems

Charter Members
We would like to express our sincere 
gratitude to our 114 Charter Members 
who have been with the Aquarium 
from our earliest days on Central 
Wharf. In 1968, we began building a 
base of membership support for an 
aquarium that would not officially open 
its doors to the public for another year. 
Almost 50 years later, we are fortunate 
to still have their loyal support. Thank 
you, Charter Members.
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Matt and Meg Dwyer have a decades-long connection 
to the Aquarium that stems from a deep love of the 
oceans. The longtime members’ visits to the New 
England Aquarium were among the family’s favorite 
outings when their three children were young.  As 
their children got older and became involved in other 
activities, the Dwyers’ connection to the Aquarium 
grew from membership to philanthropy. Matt and Meg 
learned about our critically important global mission 
and conservation initiatives through Trustee Barbara 
Burgess. The Dwyers were especially interested in 
the creation of the Anderson Cabot Center for Ocean 
Life and the Aquarium’s leadership on climate change 
education and sustainable seafood. 

Matt and Meg were excited to help support the 
development of the Anderson Cabot Center for Ocean 

Life, and in 2016 they deepened their commitment to 
the Aquarium and to the oceans with a generous gift to 
support the Center’s research and Marine Conservation 
Action Fund. When reflecting on their impact as donors, 
the Dwyers said, “We want our grandchildren and future 
generations to be able 
to enjoy the seaside 
and a healthy planet. By 
supporting the Aquarium’s 
research now, we can 
help protect the oceans 
and improve everyone’s 
quality of life.”

The Aquarium is grateful 
for their generous 
support. 

Thank you to the Dwyer family!

*Charter member



Berklee College of Music
The Eppley Foundation for 

Research
Foundation M
Roy A. Hunt Foundation
Lowell General Hospital
People’s United Bank
Red Acre Foundation
SharpShooter Imaging LLC
Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospital
State Street Corporation
The Abbot and Dorothy H. Stevens 

Foundation
Van Sloun Foundation

$5,000 – $9,999
Anonymous
Associated Grant Makers  

Summer Fund
Babson Capital Management LLC
Blue Cross Blue Shield of 

Massachusetts
Bose Corporation
Boston Harbor Hotel
Boston Police Patrolmen’s 

Association Inc.
Brandeis University,  

Human Resources
Brandeis University,  

Student Activities
Brigham and Women’s Faulkner 

Hospital
C&W Services
Cambridge Savings Bank
Charles River Laboratories Inc.
Children’s Hospital Boston,  

Patient Family Housing Program
Chubb Group of Insurance 

Companies
Conservation Law Foundation
Copyright Clearance Center
Mr. Paul Dardeno
The Rose and David Dortort 

Foundation
Earthjustice
John Hancock Financial  

Services Inc.
Longfellow Benefits
Dr. John Mandelman
McRoberts Sales Co. Inc.
NED Management LP
New England Biolabs Foundation
Henry E. Niles Foundation
Old Mutual Asset Management
Parent Talk

Parker Hannifin Corporation
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Picard
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard
The Seth Sprague Educational and 

Charitable Foundation
Simmons College
South Shore American Postal  

Workers Union
Stetson Whitcher Fund at  

The Boston Foundation
Taunton-South Shore Foundation
Tenji Inc.
USPS Social and Recreation 

Committee
USW Local 9360
Veterinary Neurology and  

Pain Management
Waters Corporation
Wentworth Institute of Technology
Clara B. Winthrop Charitable Trust

$2,500 – $4,999
Anonymous
1-2-1 Products LTD
Acadian Asset Management
AEW Capital Management L.P.
Allegro MicroSystems Inc.
American Sealants Inc.
Aquanor Marketing

Aquatic Equipment and Design Inc.
Arthur J. Gallagher Risk Management 

Services Inc.
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Bloomberg Philanthropies
The Boston Beer Company
Boston Duck Tours
Boston Police Detectives  

Benevolent Society
Mr. Richard Broholm
Dr. Moira Brown
Cairns Marine Pty Ltd
CDM Smith
Cengage Learning
Citizens Bank of Massachusetts
Credit Suisse
CV Industries LLC Coralvue
Dana Farber Cancer Institute -  

Jimmy Fund Clinic
Dunkin Brands
Dynasty Marine Associates Inc.
EarthShare
ENGIE
Fin-Tek Corporation
Five Star Building Corp.
Fritz Industries
Ms. Caitlin Grelotti
Harvard Pilgrim Health Care Inc.

Hollingsworth and Vose Company
The Hopedale Foundation
Houghton Chemical Corporation
IBM
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy A. Ingraham*
International Data Group
Ms. Denise Johnson
Mr. Walter Knof
KPMG LLP
Liberty Mutual Insurance
Lumenpulse Lighting Inc.
Massachusetts Port Authority
Ms. Dara E. Menashi
Natural Resources Defense Council
North Coast Seafoods Corporation
Mr. and Mrs. Tim R. Palmer
Putnam Investments
RK2 Systems Inc.
Mr. Randall H. Rudd and  

Ms. Connie B. Rudd
Richard Schaefer and V. Schaefer
Schneider Electric
See Clear
Sensitech Inc.
Dr. John Swaim
Tracks Software
Tufts Health Plan
Twin Rivers Technologies
U.S. Mysids Inc.

The Weather Company,  
an IBM Business

John Wiley and Sons Inc.
Wolverine Worldwide

$1,500 – $2,499
The Amaral Group
Anchor Capital Advisors Inc.
Audubon Aquarium of the Americas
BAMSI
Mr. David Beddoe
Ben & Jerry’s
Bethesda Lodge #30, I.O.O.F.
Cambridge Trust Company
Christian Book Distributors
EMCOR Services Northeast - 

CommAir/BALCO
McKinsey & Company Inc.
Momenta Pharmaceuticals Inc.
MRC
NEPC
Residences at the Intercontinental 

Boston
Senior Aerospace - Metal Bellows 

Division
Somerville - Cambridge Elder  

Services
Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. Timberlake IV
The Timberland Company
Vanasse Hangen Brustlin Inc.
Mr. Paul V. Walsh and  

Ms. Jennifer Sudduth Walsh
Wellesley Bank

$1,000 – $1,499
Ms. Wendy Arnold
Mr. and Mrs. Richard G. Casey
Emily Landecker Foundation Inc.
U.S. Postal Service Processing and 

Distribution Center
Mr. Christopher Velis

$500 – $999
Ms. Nancy L. Bornhofft
Canby Financial Advisors LLC
Mr. Richard A. Cuneo
Ms. Sarah Demelo and  

Mr. Nelson Demelo
Ms. Penny Douphinett
GE Foundation
Mrs. Bobbe F. Jacobson
Pioneer Investment Management Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Pothier
Ms. Ananda Rose
Rye Country Day School
Ms. Katherine Schoonover
Ms. Maggie Tyler and  

Mr. Lee Rubenstein
Unitarian Universalist Area Church
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Navigator and Conservation Societies Friends and Family Evening
Nearly 500 guests joined us on Saturday, November 19, 2016, for our annual Navigator and 
Conservation Societies Friends and Family Night. Society members and their guests enjoyed 
an IMAX film and visited the New England Aquarium after hours, exploring the exhibits and 
educational presentations throughout the night. It was a perfect evening to thank our Giving 
Society donors who provide critical support during the year, helping ensure that the Aquarium 
continues to serve as a leader in ocean conservation, research, education, and volunteer 
programs for both youth and adults.  

Membership 
Our members play a number of important roles in the Aquarium’s 
continuing success—as enthusiastic visitors, thoughtful critics, 
financial supporters, mission advocates, and message conveyors. 
We are deeply grateful for all they do and strive to provide them the 
best possible member experience. 

To that end, we spent the better part of 2016 engaged in a deep-
dive research project with Keen Independent Research LLC to 
better understand what our members most value as part of the 
Aquarium family and where we may be able to improve our efforts. 
The response was wonderfully overwhelming, with more than 2,000 
households offering feedback. We learned that many members are 
happy with their membership and feel we don’t need to change a 
thing; but others are looking to be able to enhance their experience 
with more engagement opportunities. 

So we got to work and on April 3, 2017, we proudly launched a new 
membership structure that allows members to personalize their 
member experience with both the number of individuals they would 
like covered by their benefits (two, four, six, or eight people) and the 
level of benefits they would like to receive (Standard or Premium). To 
date, the response has been positive. We are eager to continue the 
momentum with new stewardship offerings, additional survey work, 
and, of course, our fantastic members. 

Photos: from left: Megan McConnaughey, Rowan McConnaughey, and Max McConnaughey;  
Melissa Ballenger, Geoff Ballenger, and James Ballenger; Jenny Shine and Jacqui McCoy;  
Kelley Tuthill, Cecie Ward, Hannah Cronin, and Anne Marie Cronin

*Charter member



BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Donna K. Hazard,  

Chair
David Altshuler
Maliz E. Beams
David Bechhofer
Barbara Burgess
Thomas R. Burton III
Linda N. Cabot
Jared A. Chase
Barbara Eisenson
Daniel S. Evans
Dean Goodermote
Kathleen Healy
Pamela Petri-Humphrey
Douglass E. Karp
Alexander D. Leventhal,  

Ex-officio
Alistair Lowe
Raymond F. Mui
Scott H. Page
Stephen C. Peacher
Jeffrey F. Peters
Mary T. Renner
Duncan W. Richardson
Brian Skerry
Peter O. Wilde

BOARD OF OVERSEERS
Alexander D. Leventhal,  

Chair
Robert C. Trumbull,  

Vice Chair
Sonia L. Alleyne
James R. Andrew
James A. Atwood
Melissa Ballenger
Robert G. Bannish
Robert L. Beal
Cynthia A. Becton
Anita Bekenstein
Marques E. Benton
Michael J. Bohnen, Esq.
Annie Bourne
George D. Buckley
Carolyn J. Campanelli

W. Reed Chisholm II
John M. Cohen, M.D.
Ronald W. Crawley Jr.
Christopher T. Cuddy
Paul W. DiMaura
Alan R. Dynner
Jennifer D. Eielson
Kerry A. Emanuel, Ph.D.
Katharine B. Fagan
Fereydoun Firouz
Michael W. Fish
Dozier L. Gardner
John M. Gray
Ellen W. Griggs
Bowman Hallagan
Mark Hastings
Timothy G. Healy
Winston E. Henderson
Ann P. Hochberg
Pamela R. Holding
Mary Alice Karol
Margaret C.H. Kelly
Stephanie Kube
Douglas J. Lober
Michael S. Lorber
Laurence P. Madin, Ph.D.
Deborah J. Manus
Stephen J. Mastrocola
Richard A. McKenna
Dennis Mitchell
Michael E. Mooney
Brooke N. Muggia
Rick Musiol Jr.
Charles F. Nadler
Kim J. Ogden
Sandra Park
Kevin F. Parker
Anne B. Peacher
Richard C. Pierce
Kitt Sawitsky
Gregory S. Stone, Ph.D.
Jonathan F. Stone
Kevin Joseph Sullivan
James W. Taylor
David A. Trust

Ming H. Tsai
Michelle P. Vilms
Charles S. Willauer

MAGELLAN SOCIETY
George R. Baldwin
Henry P. Becton Jr.
R. William Burgess Jr.
Richard G. Casey
John J. Doyle Jr.
Jamie C. Fagan
Walter J. Flaherty
Walter J. Gamble, M.D.
Harry A. Hanson III
Lily Rice Hsia
Ogden Hunnewell
Jeffrey M. Hurst
Thomas B. King
George M. Lovejoy Jr.
Anne R. Lovett
Jeffrey H. Pierce
Rudolph F. Pierce, Esq.
Sandra B. Prescott
Karen Foote Richards
Bud Ris
Kathleen Sherbrooke
Richard A. Soden, Esq.
Patricia R. Squire
Robert W. Uek
Timothy L. Vaill
Louis J. Volpe

LIFE TRUSTEES
Gerald W. Blakeley Jr.
Charles S. Boit
Jacob F. Brown II
Anne T. Buttrick
Gale R. Guild
Karl J. Hirshman
David I. Kosowsky, Sc.D.
Robert A. Lawrence
William J. O’Neill Jr.
Edward E. Phillips
Sandra B. Prescott
George Putnam

HONORARY TRUSTEE
Sylvia A. Earle, Ph.D.

In Memoriam
We would like to honor the 
memory of the following 
Aquarium employees, board 
members, and supporters: 

John D. Constable
Frank L. Harrington
Richard Harte
H. Peter Karoff
Elisha F. Lee
Joseph W. O’Connor
Helen B. Spaulding
Benjamin B. Stone
Albert O. Wilson

Maliz E. Beams 
Interim President and CEO

P. Eric Krauss  
Executive Vice President,  
Chief Operating and Financial Officer

Donna K. Hazard 
Chair of the Board of Trustees

Daniel S. Evans 
Secretary of the Corporation 

$500 AND ABOVE
IN-KIND GIFTS
The following individuals and 
corporations donated goods or services 
with a reported value of $500 or 
more to the New England Aquarium  
in 2016.

Boston Harbor Cruises
Boston Plastics Manufacturing Inc. 

dba Polyfab
BrewHouse VFX
Bulger Veterinary Hospital
Connelly Partners
Financial Graphic Service Inc.
Gregory Hiller
Jeremy Jackson
Massachusetts Veterinary  

Referral Hospital
Reynolds DeWalt
Thomas W. Romans
Veterinary Neurology and  

Pain Management

ENDOWED AND  
NAMED FUNDS
David B. Stone Fund (1970)
Winslow Memorial Fund (1977)
John H. Cunningham Jr. Fund 

(1982)
Harold E. Edgerton Fund (1982)
New England Aquarium Education 

Fund at The Boston Foundation 
(1983) 
Comprised of the following funds: 
Robert G. Stone Fund (1971),  
Paul F. Hellmuth Fund (1984), 
Helen B. Spaulding Fund (1985), 
and William S. Brewster Fund 
(1986)

David B. Arnold Jr. Fund (1984)
Animal Care Fund (1985)
Weston Howland Fund for 

Admissions (1988)
Edmund C. Toomey Endowed 

Education Fund (2005)
Akiko Shiraki Dynner Fund 

for Ocean Exploration and 
Conservation (2005)

The Buttrick Fund for Volunteer 
Programs (2006)

Lindy Johnson Fellowship Fund 
(2011)

In Memoriam: Helen B. Spaulding
In 2016, Helen B. Spaulding, one of the New England Aquarium’s 
most cherished and long-standing supporters, passed away at 
the age of 88. 

Helen was one of the principal founders of the Aquarium, serving 
as President from 1979 to 1983 and Chair from 1983 to 1986. 
Helen was committed to raising public awareness of the oceans 
and dedicated nearly a half-century to growing the Aquarium into 
one of Boston’s major public institutions.

More than 50 million people have passed through the 
Aquarium’s doors because of that commitment. Many of our 
most meaningful and impactful programs, including right whale 
research and the sea turtle rescue and rehabilitation program, 
can trace their origins back to the stewardship Helen showed 
the Aquarium over many years. We are grateful to Helen and her 
lifetime commitment to protecting the blue planet. 

Board Leadership

14 15



We finished 2016 with 1.39 million visitors, which was 
9% higher than 2015’s results of 1.28 million visitors. It 
represented the highest total attendance since 2002, the 
first full year of the Simons IMAX® Theatre operations. 
Our strong attendance in 2016 was attributable to the 
opening of the popular new Olympic Coast Exhibit and 
associated Tentacles Take Hold theme program, strong 
visitor satisfaction throughout the year, and an unusually 
warm winter.

Operating revenues increased by 8% to $48 million 
in 2016 due to strong attendance and releases from 
restrictions of certain gifts associated with master planning 
and the Anderson Cabot Center for Ocean Life at the New 
England Aquarium, which was publicly announced in June 
2016. On the expense front, we managed to grow by only 
2% to $43.7 million in 2016, yielding a healthy operating 
reserve of $4.4 million as compared to an operating reserve 
of $1.7 million in 2015.

Our overall financial position remains strong and should 
continue to improve in the years ahead. The Aquarium’s 
endowment and funds functioning as endowment 
increased roughly 7% to $18.6 million in the aggregate due 
to market appreciation and the application of $750,000 
of excess unrestricted cash to the funds functioning as 
endowment at yearend. Total debt decreased by roughly 
$2.0 million to $22.1 million in 2016 due to scheduled 
debt payments and a $750,000 voluntary payment from 
excess unrestricted cash at yearend.

We look forward to 2017 and beyond. We have prepared 
a thoughtful financial plan for 2017 that includes 
implementing the strategic plan of the Anderson Cabot 
Center for Ocean Life and the April opening of a 
new Science of Sharks exhibit in the lower level of the 
West Wing. We expect 2017 to be another solid year 
operationally, financially, and from a mission perspective.

Thank you to our staff, our volunteers, our members,  
our donors, and our Boards for your continued and  
valued support.

11% Grants & Contracts
2016

OPERATING  
REVENUE

74% Admission, Sales & Other

  7% Gifts

  6% Memberships

  2% Corporate Partners

Operating Revenue & Support                              FY 2016            FY 2015      CHANGE $     CHANGE %
Admissions: Individuals & Groups   $22,724.8   $20,189.2   $2,535.6  13%
Retail Sales: Food, Gift Shop & Events  12,004.0  11,385.1  618.9  5%
Memberships: Individual & Family  2,954.7  2,814.8  139.9  5%
Corporate: Memberships & Sponsorships  846.6  1,046.4  (199.8) -19%
Gifts & Pledges  2,087.2  2,536.1  (448.9) -18%
Grants & Contracts  4,468.8  4,630.6  (161.8) -3%
Net Assets Released From Restriction  1,659.4  535.2  1,124.2  210%
Other  1,288.4  1,355.1  (66.7) -5%

Total Operating Revenue & Support  $48,033.9  44,492.5  3,541.4  8%

 
Operating Expenses
Research, Conservation & Education  8,280.5  8,220.9  59.6  1%
Exhibit Operation & Maintenance  6,143.8  6,057.1  86.7  1%
Plant Operations  7,087.6  7,462.0  (374.4) -5%
Cost of Retail Sales  8,883.2  8,648.6  234.6  3%
General Administration & Supporting Services  10,977.4  10,450.4  527.0  5%
Fundraising  1,878.6  1,471.6  407.0  28%
Interest  438.9  453.2  (14.3) -3%

Total Operating Expenses  $43,690.0  42,763.8  926.2  2%    Operating Reserve (deficit)*  $4,343.9   $1,728.7   $2,615.2  151%

 
Other Changes in Unrestricted Net Assets
Operating Reserve (deficit) $4,343.9  1,728.7  2,615.2  151%
Non-Operating Revenues and Expense, Net (384.0) 84.5  (468.5) -554%
Net Assets Released to Fund Capital Improvements 623.3  732.1  (108.8) -15%
Realized & Unrealized Gains (losses), Net 459.6  (127.8) 587.4  -460%
Loss on Disposal of Fixed Assets & Debt Refinancing (124.5) (1.0) (123.5) 12,350%
Depreciation & Amortization Expense (4,735.9) (4,735.0) (0.9) 0%
Net Non-Cash Pension Related Changes 145.1  56.6  88.5  156%

Increase (Decrease) in Unrestricted Net Assets  $327.5  (2,261.9) 2,589.4  -114%   Increase (Decrease) in Restricted Net Assets  $4,261.5  (208.9) 4,470.4  -2,140%    
Increase (Decrease) in Net Assets  $4,589.0  (2,470.8) 7,059.8  -286%  

Net Assets – Beginning of Year  $ 47,503.9   49,974.7  (2,470.8) -5% 
Net Assets – End of Year   $52,092.9   $47,503.9   $4,589.0  10%

New England Aquarium Corporation 
Financial Results (in thousands of dollars)

 * Operating reserve, as defined by management, excludes depreciation and amortization charges and non-recurring transactions. 
    Audited financial statements, with an unqualified opinion by Mayer Hoffman McCann P.C., are available upon request.

11% Conservation/Research
2016

OPERATING  
EXPENSES

74% Aquarium Operations,  
  Animal Care & Other

  8% Education

  4% Operating Reserve

  3% Fundraising*

Year-End Financial Summary
TOTAL AQUARIUM 
ATTENDANCE (millions)

2016
2015
2014
2013
2012

1.39
1.28
1.37
1.28
1.37

TOTAL NET 
ASSETS (millions)

2016
2015
2014
2013
2012

$52.1
$47.5
$49.9
$53.1
$55.5

P. Eric  Krauss 
Executive Vice President,  
Chief Operating and Financial Officer   
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