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Employment 
 
Senior Scientist/Interim chair – Kraus Marine Mammal Conservation Program, Anderson Cabot 
Center for Ocean Life, New England Aquarium, Boston, MA. 

Responsible for curating the North Atlantic Right Whale Catalog, procuring grants and 
contracts, writing timely grant and contract reports, overseeing staff of seven, lead field 
research expeditions, collect genetic samples, respond to entangled whales (assess, 
attach telemetry, drive for disentanglements), and export data on behalf of the North 
Atlantic Right Whale Consortium. 2021 to present (other titles from 1988 to 2021), 
Interim chair 2022 to 2025. 

 
Research Assistant – University of Vermont, Burlington, VT. 
 Dog handler for carnivore research study using trained, scat-sniffing dogs to determine  

the presence of carnivores throughout Vermont. Summer, 2002. 
  
Project Leader - New England Aquarium, Boston, MA. 

Responsible for directing the field team in the Bay of Fundy including overseeing the 
budget, field station requirements, coordinating a team of five to eight researchers, and 
serving as liaison to the press in addition to the responsibilities mentioned above. 1993 - 
1997. 

 
Staff Scientist - Center for Coastal Studies, Provincetown, MA. 

Coordinated right whale photo-identification and subsequent population analysis. Tasks 
included data collection and analysis, field photography, small boat operation and 
maintenance, black and white print development as well as assisting with live 
strandings, disentanglements and necropsies. 1986 - 1989. 

 
 Field Experience  

- Right Whale Field Experience: 39 years 
- Photography: Aerial: 5 years, Shipboard: 39 years  
- Small Boat Handling: 34 Years 
- Fecal Sampling: 30 Years 
- Biopsy Sampling: 33 Years 
- Atlantic Large Whale  

     Disentanglement Network  
     Level 3 responder – 17 years 
 
Certifications/Licenses  

- PADI Open Water 
- First Aid/CPR/AED 
- STCW 

 
Education 
 

University of Massachusetts, Boston, MA 02125 
Master of Science 
June 2002 

mailto:phamiltn@neaq.org
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Philip-Hamilton-3?ev=hdr_xprf


 
State University of New York at Binghamton, Binghamton, New York 13901 
Bachelor of Arts in Environmental Studies with a concentration in Biology 
June 1986 
Awarded Merit scholarship, Graduated with Honors 

 
University of New Hampshire, Durham, New Hampshire 03828 
1982 - 1983, Dean's List. 
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- Digital media and database management software modernization project. $647,000 
- Co-lead on $6 million, four-year international study with Canadian researchers to assess 

how genetic factors are hampering the critically endangered North Atlantic right whale. 
$2.3 million awarded from Genome Canada  

- Four year contract with annual option to renew from the National Marine Fisheries 
Service to manage the North Atlantic Right Whale Catalog and related data. 2024 to 
2027. $2,630,384 

https://doi.org/10.1575/1912/29702
http://www.neaq.org/rwcatalog/


- Five year contract with annual option to renew from the National Marine Fisheries 
Service to manage the North Atlantic Right Whale Catalog. 2018 to 2023. $2,614,371 

- Three year contract with annual option to renew from the National Marine Fisheries 
Service to manage the North Atlantic Right Whale Catalog. 2015 to 2018. $1,389,970 

- Institute of Museum and Library Services 2014-2015. $29,550 
- National Science Foundation funded project to develop a database structure and 

software to manage digital images and all related data for the North Atlantic Right Whale 
Catalog. 2003-2005. $359,205 

- Various small grants for Catalog and right whale research projects. 1997-2001. $98,500 
o Digitizing the right whale photo-catalog. 1998 - $20,000 
o Analyzing photographic record for scars on right whales. 1997 - $18,300 
o Matching all photographs in and around Massachusetts. 1998 - $15,000 
o Digitizing right whale photo-catalog. 1998- $5,000 
o Matching all photographs in and around Massachusetts' waters. 1997 - $14,200 
o Digitizing the right whale photo-catalog. 1998 - $10,000 
o Analyzing right whale associations. 2001 - $16,000 
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